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4/8/26, 5:08 AM Trump expands military use at the southern border. Are there legal limits? : NPR
The Posse Comitatus Act was designed to limit the use of federal troops in law
enforcement activities on American soil. The rule has its exceptions and
loopholes, but Trump's second term and his crackdown on immigration are
shaping up to be a major test of the law.

Today, thousands of active-duty troops are deployed to the U.S-Mexico border.
What the military is allowed to do there has also dramatically shifted — going
beyond the typical roles of supporting the Border Patrol.
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Dn Thursday, the Department of Defense announced that a second section in
lexas will be marked as a military installation.

At least 82 people have been federally charged for "unauthorized entry" into the
newly created National Defense Area in New Mexico as a result.
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What are the restrictions under the Posse Comitatus Act?

The federal law was enacted in 1878 following the Civil War, when former

Confederate states were either unwilling or unable to enforce civil laws. In
response, the federal government stepped in and deployed active-duty troops to
maintain order. That led to concerns of potential military overreach.
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A convoy of U.S. Marines (right) makes its way to the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station in Tustin, Calif., on May 1, 1992,
during the Los Angeles riots.
Paul Sakuma/AP
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