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This photo illustration shows a new batch of files released in December by the U.S. government in relation to the
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During the 2024 election, President Trump promised to release the Epstein files
as part of a campaign message arguing the government was run by powerful
people hiding the truth from Americans.

At the start of 2026, many people agree — and believe that he is now one of the
powerful few keeping the public in the dark.

In the two weeks since the Justice Department failed to fully meet a legal deadline
to release its expansive tranche of files on Jeffrey Epstein, old conspiracy theories

nbout his life and death have subsided and new ones haye taken shape. The late
financier was a convicted sex offender and accused of sex trafficking minors
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DOstreteasesEpstein files and the first batch is short on new information

Both supporters of the president and his opponents have criticized the rollout of
Hlocuments, often heavily redacted and shared without ahy clear organization or
context. Included in the roughly 40,000 pages of new inflormation published in the
ast week are unvetted tips from the public — and a complaint made to the FBI
more than a decade before Epstein was first criminally charged.
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There could be well over a million files still unreleased, along with potentially
terabytes-worth of data seized from Epstein's devices and estate, according to
2020 emails between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the U.S. Attorney's
Office for the Southern District of New York included in the most recent batch of
files.

On Wednesday, Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche wrote on social media that
lawyers were working "around the clock” to review documents but did not specify
the scope or scale of the remaining work.

'It truly is an all-hands-on-deck approach and we're asking as many lawyers as
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The Epstein files are just the latest fracture in[Trump's MAGA coalition

A bipartisan group of lawmakers is threatening to take a¢tion against the Justice
Department for failing to comply with the Epstein Files Transparency Act passed
n November, but the law itself contains no penalties or ¢nforcement mechanism.
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Politically, the Epstein files saga caps off a rocky first year for an administration
facing record-low favorability ratings and a president whose grasp on his base is
appearing to slip. Trump spent most of 2025 downplaying the significance of the
files, at times lashing out against Republicans who demanded the release of
information about other potential perpetrators.

Congress' demands to release the files are unusual
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Jeffr pstein abuse surytivor Danielle Bensky and National,Djrector of World Without Exploitation Lauren Hersh
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Fhe Epstein Files Transparency Act gave a deadline of Dec. 19 for the disclosure
pf "all unclassified records, documents, communications, and investigative
materials in the possession of the Department of Justice| including the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and United States Attorneys' Offjces."

Congress gave limited exemptions for redacting and withholding files, including
dentifying information, photos and videos of victims, chjld sexual abuse materials

nnd images that depict death, physical abuse or injury.
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The law also allows the attorney general to withhold or redact anything classified
"in the interest of national defense or foreign policy" or details that would
"jeopardize an active federal investigation or ongoing prosecution, provided that
such withholding is narrowly tailored and temporary.'

It is highly unusual for federal law enforcement to release the entirety of its

investigative file for a case, even one that has garnered heavy public interest — let
alone be directed to do so by Congress.

'he President John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Callection Act of 1992, for
example, is a 16-page law that set out a 25-year timeling for the release of records
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More recently, presidents have used executive orders to release files related to
high-profile events. Former President Joe Biden signed an executive order in 2021
eading the FBI and DQJ to declassify and release roughly 4,000 files related to
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. Trump's January 2025 executive orders related
ro the assassinations of JFK, Robert F. Kennedy and Marfin Luther King Jr. led to
the release of close to 400,000 pages.
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The 2025 Epstein law is less detailed in its requests and does not provide any
additional funding for the Justice Department to complete the process of
reviewing and releasing the files.

What we know about the files made public

The vast majority of the roughly 250,000 documents that are now available about
Epstein are from public court dockets, Freedom of Information Act requests from
state and federal agencies, and records turned over to the House Oversight

Committee by Epstein's estate.
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Trump's about-face on releasing the files and the trickle of information have
spawned new conspiracy theories by some Trump opponents who have seized on
salacious and unverified claims released in the document dump. Others have
shared previously published redacted court filings out of context to claim that the
administration is doctoring files to benefit Trump.

There are also several types of files that lawmakers and victims of Epstein's abuse
say exist and should be made public. California Democratic Rep. Ro Khanna said
on NPR's All Things Considered last week that FBI witness interviews are among
rhose he is looking for.
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What's next in the Epstein saga?

https://www.npr.org/2026/01/02/nx-s1-5662638/epstein-files-release-trump-conspiracy-2026 8/20



4/8/26, 5:27 AM

A

Epstein files release breeds more conspira

tratein FILES

e 3
]

L

byclicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

Reps. (e as MRS I SRitchérestsiisRask e FaRETARY diannab fe&alifs a

Huring & 185 RIS FEraP D EPHATLE Pollgyisparency Act outside the
Heather Diehl/Getty Images

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
t's GACRe4P SPRCIBOPSYBYRErEEe TR FAKE B RN Scomp
rspnalize content, pergonalize messages from NPR’s
:omiﬁefe roaoug%lor? (ﬁ ﬂZeS fPom ?ﬁe ]Ousf{ceh]gs,gartmen
ponsors, provide social media features, and analyze

ollogurhronghembropRsasedMigIeRacaBigmpPt” proceed
GeneralsPrahic Boaldics.avdmthkeysnHavseseritoprawdssss for

Wasiiagliod S\axpareRkrs process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store

Irugp Bimsell fantinussote Rndhpflamesdnsliding in 2
bosERfitenteHeadypitre arerstiedeneaiee nestiewd Beqsartme

research and services development. . . .
releasing names of Democrats mentioned in the files and

'When do they say NO MORE, and work on Election Frau
'The Dems are the ones who worked with Epstein, not th
nll of their names, embarrass them, and get back to help
Radical Left doesn't want people talking about TRUMP §
bnly a long ago dead Jeffrey Epstein - Just another Witch

cy theories, even less trust : NPR

 TRANSPARENCY CT

nd Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga.,
U.S. Capitol on Nov. 18, 2025.

el faster or more

[, or if Khanna and others
ings against Attorney

the holidays and return to

. Dec. 26 Truth Social
nt should focus on
move on.

1d etc.,” Trump wrote.

e Republicans. Release
ing our Country! The

. REPUBLICAN SUCCESS,
Hunt!!!"

https://www.npr.org/2026/01/02/nx-s1-5662638/epstein-files-release-trump-conspiracy-2026

9/20


https://www.npr.org/2025/12/21/nx-s1-5651323/epstein-files-bondi-justice-department-congress-contempt
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/115788344840750960
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/115788344840750960

4/8/26, 5:27 AM
But the dump of files is expected to continue, as the tail of the political fallout

Epstein files release breeds more conspiracy theories, even less trust : NPR

grows longer heading into the 2026 midterm elections in November. Georgia
Republican Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene is set to resign from the House Jan. 5

after Trump repeatedly attacked her over her lobbying to release the files,
shrinking an already-tenuous majority for House Republicans.

Have information or evidence to share about the Epstein files and the Department
of Justice's release of documents? Reach out to the author, Stephen Fowler, through

encrypted communications on Signal at stphnfwlr.25.
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