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After deep DOGE cuts, National Weather Service gets OK to fill
up to 450 jobs

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration will hire as many as 450 people to shore up the National Weather Service.

AP ALEXA ST. JOHN

August 6, 2025 7:42 pm O 2 min read n E E

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration will hire as many as 450 people to shore up the National Weather Service after deep cuts
this spring raised concern about dangerous understaffing, the Trump administration confirmed Wednesday.

NOAA was granted permission to fill critical positions at its weather arm, including openings for meteorologists, hydrologists and electronics
technicians, Trump administration officials said. The hirings are part of an exemption to a freeze on federal hiring in place through at least Oct. 15
(https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/07/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-ensures-accountability-and-prioritizes-public-safety-
in-federal-hiring/)..
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The Department of Government Efficiency has gutted NOAA and the National Weather Service, which are key for the nation’s daily weather
forecasts, severe storm warnings, climate monitoring and more. Hundreds of NOAA forecasters and other employees
(https://apnews.com/article/national-weather-service-layoffs-trump-doge-a65360aleb2500b7d47c9c966e383f4a) have been cut, and NWS
offices around the country have had a number of vacancies (https://apnews.com/article/doge-weather-cuts-tornado-dangerous-staff-warnings-
aa7db3e0d0009d99c143742ab722c40a).

The administration has also weighed ending the sharing of satellite data that is key to effective storm tracking

(https://apnews.com/article/climate-hurricane-forecasting-noaa-satellite-weather-ef80d568561c9f010482aa5dfb93234a) and stopped tracking

the cost of climate change-fueled (https://apnews.com/article/climate-weather-service-disaster-flood-wildfire-cost-
53b9d8f5dc8563e2e70804d9¢c67b9404) weather disasters.

Meteorologists and climate scientists have warned of consequences (https://apnews.com/article/hurricane-season-disaster-weather-doge-
fema-noaa-cd215947480de9099a53fe20669bb923) with fewer workers in positions that are crucial, especially as the hurricane season got

underway. After deadly flash flooding that killed dozens of people in Texas last month, some local officials and Democrats suggested that the
deep staffing cuts may have contributed to endangering lives (https://apnews.com/article/weather-texas-floods-trump-doge-cuts-noaa-nws-
commerce-hurricane-4740019969a6b7a1b566e98dcb85562b) , though others defended the agency’s work.

Experts cautiously applauded the exemption for hirings as positive news.

“While this new development is great news for the NWS and the American public, | would like to see that the hiring actions are actually
underway,” said Louis Uccellini, former NOAA administrator for weather services and NWS director.

The hirings are said to include the “mission-critical field positions” (https://apnews.com/article/climate-noaa-weather-service-doge-storms-

81414cefl1eff76967fe0307a986c5d56) that the agency announced it would hire for in June “to further stabilize front line operations.” The agency

did not say at the time how many roles would be filled.

Sign up for our daily newsletter so you never miss a beat on all things federal

(https://federalnewsnetwork.com/email-alerts/)

Alexa St. John is an Associated Press climate reporter. Follow her on X: @alexa_stjohn (https://twitter.com/alexa_stjohn).. Reach her at
ast.john@ap.org_(mailto:ast.john@ap.org)..

Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
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