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Immigration courts fast-track hearings for Somali asylum claims : NPR

Dozens of asylum cases filed by Somali migrants in immigration courts were

suddenly rescheduled and recategorized over the weekend, according to four

lawyers interviewed by NPR.

NPR has learned that lawyers across at least three states, Minnesota, Illinois and
Nebraska, received notices starting Friday night that moved up hearings for their

clients to later this month and next month. Some of these hearings were

previously scheduled to take place by 2028; others hadn'

but attorneys NPR spoke with said the count is likely hig
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There are about 3,254 pending cases from Somali immigrants in immigration

court, according to the latest data from the Transactional Records Access
Clearinghouse, and nearly half are out of Minnesota, home to the largest Somali

community in the country. Lawyers who spoke with NPR
rescheduled cases, the clients were Somali citizens who
2018 and 2024.

said in all of their
entered the U.S. between

Some of their clients have Temporary Protected Status. In November, the Trump

administration terminated TPS for Somalis, setting the p

rogram to expire on

March 17. Unless recipients are able to adjust their status

ncluding immigration court, those with TPS will be subjq
Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices
he program expires.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like
browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting
Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the
purposes shown under we and our partners process data to
provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will
disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads
you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this
menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.
For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:

and content, advertising and content measurement, audience

boliticadlyntargedied s amabpimamigrants. The cases appear
n set of immigration judges who grant asylum at lower ra
average, according to an NPR review of EOIR data. "This
been so obviously a political tool,' the lawyer said.

['ypically, lawyers said, the scheduling of cases is sped u
working for Immigration and Customs Enforcement or by

5 through avenues
bct to deportation after

'Thewaiscdy kaskdelibd staricakiprecedrpitioraaonestbize docket to be created for one
hatiBAHATHoC e AeEP s @ SREEenBeTIPRR 7d AMGHHP Ydministration has also

to have been referred to
tes than the national

p either by attorneys
the immigrants

themselves. The lawyers note that their records do not show any legal motions or

requests from ICE to reset or reschedule these cases. To

https://www.npr.org/2026/02/09/nx-s1-5707217/somali-asylum-cases-rescheduled

illustrate the change, the

is the first time EOIR has

3/16


https://tracreports.org/phptools/immigration/backlog/
https://tracreports.org/phptools/immigration/backlog/
https://www.npr.org/2025/11/22/g-s1-98867/trump-terminating-protections-somali-minnesota

4/8/26, 5:36 AM Immigration courts fast-track hearings for Somali asylum claims : NPR
attorneys said they went from having as few as zero hearings on their calendar to
dozens.

The flurry of rescheduled cases comes as Jim Stolley, the chief counsel for ICE in
Minnesota, retired "from public service" at the end of last week, NPR confirmed.

When asked about the rescheduling, EOIR spokeswoman Kathryn Mattingly said
the agency does not comment on cases before the courts it runs.
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Wilson has one such rescheduled hearing Monday. He's representing a client with
Femporary Protected Status who has been ready for an individual hearing to

discuss the merits of their asylum claim since July. Thes¢ hearings, he said, are
rypically scheduled in advance to allow attorneys and individual immigrants to
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adequately prepare. The accelerated schedule, he fears, will adversely affect his
client's case.

"This feels like a setup, Wilson said. "To rush these particular cases with judges

who may not be familiar with them — it's disappointing that their system isn't going
to give them their full day in court."
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