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President Trump's late-night decree Friday led to orders gutting the Voice of[America and other U.S.-funded

nternational broadcasters.
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Journalists showed up at the Voice of America today to broadcast their programs
only to be told they had been locked out: Federal officials had embarked on
indefinite mass suspensions.

All full-time staffers at the Voice of America and the Office for Cuba
Broadcasting, which runs Radio and Television Marti, were affected — more than

1,000 employees. The move followed a late Friday night edict from President
Trump that its parent agency, called the U.S. Agency for Global Media, must

eliminate all activities that are not required by law.

n addition, under the leadership of Trump appointees, the agency has severed all

:ont?g&!g?&QﬂlseeB*f%a%@ﬁpﬁ%apﬁ%9&[185?ﬁternational broadcasters it funds,

nclﬂ%ﬁﬁ@l@ﬁﬂﬁ&]@?@@@%ﬁ@p@/@z&ﬁ@&ﬂsml Retdidkéree Asia and the Middle East
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Che nigfcntergi 22\:\?‘“' %%\'?‘e E%rgtrgetac?fj "the erf‘j[u%‘l%fie'ed1 networks, two of which were

reviewed by NPR, carried the signature of Trump's seniof adviser Kari LLake, whom
ne placed at USAGM, not the agency's acting chief executive. Lake does not
pppear in her current job to have the statutory authority|to carry out that
fermination.

'l am deeply saddened that for the 1st time in 83 years, fhe storied Voice of
America is being silenced,' the network's director, Michagl Abramowitz, said in a
statement posted on his personal Facebook account. "VOA needs thoughtful
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reform and we have made progress in that regard. But today's action will leave
Voice of America unable to carry out its vital mission." He wrote that he was
among those 1,300 journalists, producers and support staff put on leave.

Grant Turner, the former chief financial officer at the U.S. Agency for Global
Media, called it "Bloody Saturday" for the agency and its networks.

'‘Arsonists just set fire to it'

‘From what I hear, this is shaping up to be a reaily sad day. USAGM networks
share important news, information and American values [around the world,' Turner
saidCopkisokansent & $BansrashipsERiaesill and an audidnce of hundreds of

millioasnencer was elinSe eing arsanisipésshaebirexéo it all is awful.
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'TheaaceladdoronhRiadin FreaEuwppiRadialdbery 's grant agreement would be
2] m&@%ﬁ?é‘tga Pt Ay AR RS U BHh R UBeR @UPBHE S the president of Radio Free
researchand services development.
Furope/Radio Liberty, said in a statement today shared with NPR. "The Iranian
Ayatollahs, Chinese communist leaders, and autocrats infMoscow and Minsk
would celebrate the demise of RFE/RL after 75 years. Handing our adversaries a
win would make them stronger and America weaker. We've benefitted from strong
bipartisan support throughout RFE/RL's storied history. Without us, the nearly 50
million people in closed societies who depend on us for accurate news and
nformation each week won't have access to the truth abput America and the

world."
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This story is based on interviews with 16 current and former employees of the U.S.
Agency for Global Media and the networks it funds. Almost all spoke on condition
they not be named due to fear of professional retribution. NPR has reviewed
internal notifications about the suspensions and the killed contracts. Similar
notices reviewed by NPR have been received by hundreds of contractors at the
Voice of America as well today.

USAGM and the White House did not reply to requests for comment. A deputy
White House spokesperson tweeted "Goodbye" in 20 languages over a link to a
story from 2023 over a controversy at the Voice of Amerjca about how to

characterize Hamas,
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Trump's friends in Moscow and Budapest aggrieved|by network coverage
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The Voice of America sparked Trump's ire in his first term in office over reporting
on Covid-19. His appointee as chief executive for U.S. Agency for Global Media
embarked on a series of suspensions, visa revocations and investigations that
were found, in some instances, to violate the law and federal policy.

This time, Trump's budget-slashing adviser, Elon Musk, and other administration
officials have called for Voice of America and some of the sister networks to be
shut down. The scope and legality of these acts are not yet in full focus, but they

appear to be designed to gut them and place whatever coverage survives under

righter control of politically appointed officials.
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The reporting of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, for example, has vexed

autocratic-minded leaders in Russia and Hungary, as we

Il as their allies. The

Crimea, Belarus, Azerbaijan and Russia itself.
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press even in authoritarian countries, and ensure Americans—and people
everywhere—are not subject to our adversaries' propaganda.'

Officials put pressure on networks after DOGE aides dig in

The suspended staffers include reporters, editors, managers — journalists in the
English-language core newsroom in Washington D.C. and those offering coverage
and programs in dozens of languages serving audiences across the globe. The
memos informing recipients that they can no longer perform their jobs say the

hction was not being done "for any disciplinary purpose.
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'hree staffers for DOGE, the government cost-slashing initiative led by Musk,

have been camped out at the agency gaining access to its budget, social media
and other activities, according to several people with knowledge. (They spoke
anonymously due to potential professional repercussionsg.)

n recent days, administration officials had already taken actions that placed
severe pressure on the ability of the networks to function.
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The agency had cut contracts with major news services,

a and Radio Free Asia : NPR
including the Associated

Press, Agence France Presse, and Reuters, which is used to supplement the

broadcasters' reporting.

It had withheld money needed by Radio Free Asia to meet payroll, triggering the

prospect of furloughs there, as first reported by Politico.

haven't been paid since last month because the aides as
DOGE have frozen funds.

Freelancers tell NPR they
signed to USAGM from

And Lake ratcheted up the pressure with her own rhetor
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"That's a bunch of lies and misinformation coming out of her mouth,' said Turner,
who left the agency in January. "In fact, it's probably one of the best deals struck
by a tenant in D.C. history."

Four USAGM and Voice of America staffers backed up Turner's account on
condition of anonymity, citing fears of retribution in the current climate. For one
rhing, they note, the new building is not new. It's nearly two decades old — built in

2006, according to the general contractor on the project| For another, the old
builSRakieLansenti& Sgonsarshipseheic@sesn't own it. The agency got three years
n frele aensua béh paneershead quhatens,endnalaiatdiawing staffers out of the old
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