4/8/26, 5:38 AM Iran strike was launched without approval from Congress : NPR

_P »IRLY\lb‘IEWAS our Program Stream
L NOQRAT|Now

MY PLAYLIST

DONATE

Middle East conflict

Iran strikes were launched without approval from Congress,

PPDEGEki& BBNSEME spditsorstig Uhvlces

E ND EDITION SATURDAY
5 EAW% g)n’\él v\o/YJr Eggpartners st%re gn gccess personal data, like

By S&\GHggdiasa or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting
Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the
purposes shown under we and our partners process data to
provigeMir et 4 Reteqs All or withdrawing your consent will PLAYLIST TRANSCRIPT
disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads
you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

WY -
| U RISRARY, CTRMINC TINGRTS INSITE et
dlothekventiors ofssrAEE grolid s
| AN REYALIATING AGAINST U,S. MIDEAST MILITARY ASSETS “:c.'::f

ideo of President Trump's announ i n Iran airs in the White House James S. Brady Press
Briefing Room on February 28, 2026. Accept All
Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images

https://www.npr.org/2026/02/28/nx-s1-5730203/iran-israel-trump-congress-strikes-reaction 1/19



https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/donations/support
https://www.npr.org/donations/support
https://www.npr.org/donations/support
https://www.npr.org/series/1205445976/middle-east-crisis
https://www.npr.org/programs/weekend-edition-saturday/nx-s1-5671562/weekend-edition-saturday-for-february-28-2026
https://www.npr.org/people/580304156/sam-gringlas
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/nx-s1-5730203

4/8/26, 5:38 AM Iran strike was launched without approval from Congress : NPR
An effort to limit the ability of the president to carry out sustained military action
in Iran without approval of Congress is taking on new urgency after the U.S. and
Israel launched strikes aimed at overthrowing the regime.

The strikes, which began early Saturday, were launched without congressional
authorization. Article 1 of the Constitution gives Congress, not the president, the
power to declare war. Top Congressional Democrats and Republicans that make
up a group known as the Gang of Eight — party leaders from both chambers, as
well as the Intelligence committees' leadership — were notified by the White
House shortly before the attack.
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MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT
Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has been killed
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Thune commended Trump for launching the strikes, saying Iran's nuclear

ambitions, missile program and support for terror groups has posed "a clear and
unacceptable threat" to U.S. interests in the region.
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Most Democrats and a handful of Republicans sharply criticized the operation.
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A plume of smoke rises following a reported explosion in Tehran on Saturday|after U.S. and Israel launched strikes
bn Iran.
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"The administration has not provided Congress and the American people with

critical details about the scope and immediacy of the threat,' Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., wrote in a statement. "The administration must

brief Congress, including an immediate all senators classified briefing and in
public testimony, to answer these vital questions."
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strikes began, according to the official.

"Everything I have heard from the administration before and after these strikes on
Iran confirms this is a war of choice with no strategic endgame,' Rep. Jim Himes,

D-Conn., the ranking member on the House Intelligence Committee, wrote in a
statement.

The push for a war powers vote

€p. Thomas Massie, R-Ky., a frequent Trump critic wholis deeply opposed to this

kind of intervention, noted the strikes were "acts of war inauthorized by
Con§rakie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like
As Tramspadedatoprodiiciaisisign aled dheeyiessélding of a military action against
ran MERS 1 eaRRieRERCHIEY KREURIPYIEDITHARO WBe already [teeing up a vote in the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

House fhissWesh PR AT LR:SYTB. IR Prgsident's ability to intervene
Wwithmssbeppaaviakfionsns GRREERSE, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

A siﬁﬁ‘i[‘é,‘ﬁ?)‘ib%[ﬁ‘ié’ﬁﬁrﬁ’f@'ﬁgﬁ?é"‘ighﬁ% %@ﬁ%r&taé&%“&?me up for a vote in the Senate,
cllcl§n8 th, COOT Setkn s & Qpt Qut llnk he b tom ED

>p01:c1 ore alne aul, R-Ky.

€ webpade. ourc oices Wi hévee fac’c WI% nour

https://www.npr.org/2026/02/28/nx-s1-5730203/iran-israel-trump-congress-strikes-reaction 5/19



4/8/26, 5:38 AM Iran strike was launched without approval from Congress : NPR

Rep. Thomas Massie (left) and Rep. Ro Khanna, seen outside the Justice Department on Feb. 9, have been leading a
push in the House for a war powers vote.
Alex Wong/Getty Images

Kaine called on Congress to return immediately to vote on the resolutions, which
are privileged, meaning they are guaranteed a vote.

"The lives of our troops are at risk,' Kaine told NPR's Weekend Edition on
Saturday. "We ought to come back to Washington right away to vote on this."
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know would be a disaster,' Jeffries said. "And this notion|of regime change has
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More recently, the administration has been striking alleged drug boats in the
Caribbean and in January, launched an operation in Vengzuela to extradite its
then-president, Nicolas Maduro.

https://www.npr.org/2026/02/28/nx-s1-5730203/iran-israel-trump-congress-strikes-reaction 6/19


https://www.npr.org/2026/02/28/nx-s1-5730228/sen-tim-kaine-calls-on-the-senate-to-vote-on-the-war-powers-resolution
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/28/nx-s1-5730228/sen-tim-kaine-calls-on-the-senate-to-vote-on-the-war-powers-resolution
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/28/nx-s1-5730314/house-dem-leader-jeffries-responds-to-air-strikes-on-iran-by-u-s-and-israel
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/28/nx-s1-5730314/house-dem-leader-jeffries-responds-to-air-strikes-on-iran-by-u-s-and-israel
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/28/1123499337/iran-israel-ayatollah-ali-khamenei-killed

4/8/26, 5:38 AM

Iran strike was launched without app

roval from Congress : NPR

A war powers resolution to pull back intervention in Venezuela earlier this year
initially got enough Republican support to advance in the Senate, but enough

ultimately changed their mind and the measure failed.
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Trump reiterates threats to bomb Iran's power plants and bridges
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In Lebanon, more than 50 medics have been killed by Israel. Some say they're
targeted
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