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UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Iran Damaged by
U.S.-Israeli Airstrikes

By Grace Kuth
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United States-Israeli strikes on Iran have caused significant damage to multiple UNESCO World Heritage

Sites. These locations are legally protected by international law under the 1954 Hague Convention for the
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On March 2, Tehran’s Golestan Palace, was damaged

—its Hall of Mirrors shattered—by shock and debris

following an airstrike to Arag Square. The walled Golestan Palace. Photo by Diego Delso via Wikimedia
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Ali Qapu Palace. Photo by Diego Delso via Wikimedia Commons
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The strikes on Isfahan caused injury to another UNESCO-listed site, the Jameh Mosque, which dates back to
the 8th century.
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Two days prior to the attacks on Isfahan, U.S.-Israeli forces hit the perimeter of the Falak-ol-Aflak Castle, a

UNESCO site in the city of Khorramabad, according to the head of the province’s heritage department Ata
Hassanpour. Fortunately, the castle remains intact, though offices associated with the heritage department

and adjacent archeological and anthropological museums were destroyed, per the Guardian.

“War advocates say that whatever is destroyed, we will build a better one later. Okay, build a new Ali Qapu
and Chehel Sotun and Golestan Palace,” wrote Iranian scholar Mojtaba Najafi in an X post. “For me, ancient
monuments are as important as human lives. Because they connect me to my past, and their destruction

means that my memory is destroyed. The lost life of a citizen cannot be rebuilt.”
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As the bombing continues, the number of historic
sites damaged in Iran has risen, with reports at press

time of over a hundred cultural heritage sites
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Grace Kuth is an editorial assistant at Architectural Record. She graduated from Wesleyan
University with a B.A. in English and Italian Studies in 2024.
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