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New York State Attorney General

Attorney General James Stops Elon Musk and DOGE
from Accessing Americans’ Private Information and
Cuiting Federal Funds Through the Treasury

February 21, 2025

NEW YORK - New York Attorney General Letitia James today released the following
statement after a federal court granted her motion for a preliminary injunction to stop

Elon Musk and employees of his so-called “Department of Government Efficiency”
(DOGE) from having unauthorized access to Americans’ private information:

“Giving the world'’s richest man unauthorized access fo our nation’s central payment system,
and our most sensitive personal information, puts all Americans — and the essential funds they
depend on - at risk.

“With this illegal power grab, Musk and DOGE are trying fo wipe out vital programs and
services —from health care to public safety to education - that our communities need. I led a
coalition of attorneys general to put a stop to this lawlessness, and a federal court has yet
again blocked their access to our confidential information.
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and states’ sensitive information, including social security numbers and bank account
information.

On the morning of February 8, a federal judge in the Southern District of New York
granted Attorney General James’ motion for a temporary restraining order (TRO)
blocking the Trump Administration from granting DOGE access to Americans’ most

sensitive personal information and ordering them to immediately destroy any and all
copies of records they had already obtained.

Today, Judge Jeannette Vargas of the Southern District of New York granted Attorney
General James and the coalition’s motion for a preliminary injunction, barring the
government from allowing unauthorized government employees like Elon Musk and
DOGE to access the Treasury’s central payment system while the coalition’s lawsuit
proceeds.

Joining Attorney General James in this lawsuit are the attorneys general of Arizona,
California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, lllinois, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, North Carolina, Oregon, Rhode Island,
Vermont, and Wisconsin.

This matter is being handled for New York by Special Counsel Andrew Amer, Special
Counsel for Complex Litigation Colleen K. Faherty, and Special Counsel for Federal
Initiatives Rabia Mugaddam, all of the Executive Division. Additional support is being
provided by Assistant Attorney General Stephen Thompson and Legal Assistants Labiba
Hassan of the Executive Division and Nyna Sargent of the Charities Bureau. The Charities
Bureau is part of the Division for Social Justice, which is led by Chief Deputy Attorney
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