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4/8/26, 5:18 AM What's next after emergency order stops deportation flight of Guatemalan children : NPR
The 76 Guatemalan minors who came to the US unaccompanied and without legal
documents were roused from their beds around 1:00 a.m. Sunday, Aug. 31, and
brought by immigration authorities onto three planes. One took off, according to
the children's lawyers, but turned around after a federal district court judge
temporarily blocked their deportation. Attorneys with the National Immigration
Law Center who sought that temporary restraining order over the holiday
weekend, made a new request Wednesday for a longer-term injunction.
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parents.

"They hit me with a belt, with their hands and with sticks, and sometimes I would
bleed," she stated. "I fear that if I were to return to Guatemala my life would end."

Another, who identifies as LGBTQ expressed fear of being raped and forced into a
marriage, and stated "If I had to return to Guatemala, I would kill myself.
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Trump administration officials have denounced the judge's order stopping the
deportations.

Tricia McLaughlin, assistant secretary for the Department of Homeland Security,
wrote on X that the move blocks "flights to *reunify* Guatemalan children with
their families. Now these children have to go to shelters. This is disgusting and
immoral."

Lawyers for the minors dismiss that as a "false narrative."
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Who is held accountable if a war crime is committed in Iran?
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