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President Trump this week pardoned former aide Rudy Giuliani, former White
House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows and many others accused of trying to
overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election.

It comes after recent clemency grants from Trump to former U.S. Rep. George
Santos and an ex-CEO of a cryptocurrency exchange.
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Trump defends his decision to pardon January 6 rioters

U.S. presidents are given broad authority to nullify convictions or sentences for

federal crimes without the involvement of Congress or the Supreme Court. The
egal principle is a holdover from English law, in which the king had what was
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"He's much more explicit about making political statements through the use of the
pardon power,' Meyler said of Trump's second-term pardons and commutations.
She said that includes granting clemency for people who have supported his
political career as well as public statements he's made about why a particular
crime shouldn't be punished.

Trump's pardons align with his politics ...

Trump is by no means the first president to show leniency to a political ally.
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n his second term, Trump "has taken the same norm-busting approach to pardons
as he has in other areas,' Jeffrey Crouch, a professor of American politics at
American University, told NPR via email.
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Trump voters call president's pardon of corrupt Virginia sheriff 'a terrific

Crouch pointed to Trump's move on inauguration day this year to pardon some
1,500 defendants (and commute the sentences of several others) convicted of
taking part in the Jan. 6, 2021, siege on the U.S. Capitol in support of Trump's

effort to overturn his electoral loss the previous fall. For

comparison, Trump

sranted a total of 238 acts of clemency in his first term
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The founders envisioned impeachment as one check on what is otherwise a nearly

Absolute presidential power, but Trump has faced virtua

rellow Republicans for his pardons and commutations.
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Who is Alice Marie Johnson, Trump's newly appointed '‘pardon czar'?

Martin, the current pardon attorney, was appointed by Trump after the president
withdrew his nomination to be the U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia in the
face of Republican opposition. The Trump administration fired the former pardon
attorney, Liz Oyer, in March after she refused to restore the gun rights of actor

and Trump supporter Mel Gibson, who had been convicted of domestic violence.
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n 2018, Trump commuted the sentence of Alice Marie Johnson, after she served 21 years in prison for cocaine

trafficking. He later pardoned Johnson and made her his "pardon czar."
Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images North America
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Osler said concerns about the clemency application process — or lack thereof —
predated Trump's second term. He said Biden also issued pardons to political
allies and personal connections he thought Trump may target, including his son
Hunter.
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Trump appointed Alice Johnson as his "pardon czar" in February. Johnson was

pardoned for a nonviolent drug offense by Trump during his first term after her
story got the attention and advocacy of celebrities such as Kim Kardashian.

Johnson said she was going to "fight for those who are still incarcerated, who don't
have a voice like I have right now." She told Fox News in May that she'd sent more
than 100 clemency petitions to the White House and "over 46 people really were

able to get a second chance in life."
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