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To mainfain its measles elimination status, the U.S. must prove that the virus has not
circulated continuously in the nation for a year, between Jan. 20, 2025, and Jan. 20,
2026. To answer the question, scientists are examining whether the major outbreaks

in South Carolina, Utah, Arizona, and Texas were linked.

Health officials confirmed that the main measles virus strain in each of these
outbreaks is D8-9171. But because this strain also occurs in Canada and Mexico, CDC
scientists are now analyzing the entire genomes of measles viruses — about 16,000
genetic letters long — to see whether those in the United States are more closely
related to one another than to those in different countries.

The CDC expects to complete its studies within a couple of months and make the
data public. Then the Pan American Health Organization, which oversees the
Americas in partnership with the World Health Organization, will decide whether the
U.S. will lose its measles elimination status. And that would mean that costly,
potentiall mn again.
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"When you hear somebody like Abraham say 'the cost of doing business,' how can you
be more callous," said pediatrician and vaccine specialist Paul Offit, in an online
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