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applied for and were accepted to come to the country on a wide variety of
immigration parole, visa, asylum and temporary protected status programs. That
number exceeds Philadelphia's entire population.

This is the largest effort to take away deportation protections for migrants who
are in the country legally. Immigration advocates say it's very likely an undercount.

"These were legal pathways. People did the thing the government asked them to
do, and this government went and preemptively revoked that status,' said Todd

Schulte, president of FWD.us, an immigration advocacy grganization that has been

rracking the efforts to delegalize immigrants.
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Supreme  Supreme Court allows Trump administration tp end humanitarian status for
Court some migrants

Many of the immigrants who lost legal status have been |n the country for years.
Now, they fear what could happen should their immigratjon cases not process
nuickly enough. The administration has encouraged immijgrants to leave the

country as it gets rid of their ngal authorization
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"The American taxpayer will no longer bear the financial burden of unlawfully
present aliens,' U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services spokesperson Matthew
Tragesser said, in response to a request for comment about concerns that the
administration is making more people deportable.

In another effort to eliminate existing legal pathways, Homeland Security
Secretary Kristi Noem announced last week that the Trump administration would
be pausing the diversity visa lottery program. In a post on X, she said the man
accused of carrying out a deadly shooting at Brown University — and of killing an

MIT professor — came to the U.S. through the program in 2017 and was granted a

sreen card. While the cancellation doesn't impact those already in the country, the
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'The Trump administration has done more to limit migration, both illegal and

egal, than any administration in history, Karoline Leavitft, the White House press
secretary, said during a press conference this fall. She tguted all the ways the
ndministration has cut off these avenues, including by pausing and revoking visas.

'Having a visa in the United States is not a right. It is a privilege and the secretary
pf state — if you are deemed contrary to our country's foreign national interests —
nas the right to revoke that privilege."
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A look at canceled programs and permissions

Hours after being inaugurated, Trump signed an executive order slashing a
program created by the Biden administration to temporarily allow the entrance of
530,000 migrants from Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and Venezuela. The decision to end
the program was later upheld by the Supreme Court — paving the way for
individuals to be eligible for deportation.

Most of the people who entered the U.S. under this humanitarian parole hail from

aiti. Migrants under the program have pushed against the narrative that they are
nbusing the system.
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Since January, the Homeland Security Department has ended TPS for 10
countries. Here is the breakdown, according to DHS, of How many people were
affected:
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The Trump administration terminated TPS for 10 countries

More than 1 million people with temporary protected status (TPS) have lost, or are set to lose, their work
authorization and permission to live in the U.S.

Venezuela*

Haiti (expires Feb. 2026)

Honduras
Afghanistan 8,105
Nepal 7,160
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IMMIGRATION

Republicans are divided on Afghan immigrant policy after the National
Guard shooting

https://www.npr.org/2025/12/23/g-s1-103001/trump-immigration-deportation-migration-legal-status 5/18


https://sgp.fas.org/crs/homesec/RS20844.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/temporary-protected-status/temporary-protected-status-designated-country-syria
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/16/g-s1-102301/trump-republicans-division-afghanistan-immigration
https://www.npr.org/sections/immigration
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/16/g-s1-102301/trump-republicans-division-afghanistan-immigration
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/16/g-s1-102301/trump-republicans-division-afghanistan-immigration

4/8/26, 5:25 AM 1.6 million people lost legal right to stay in U.S. in 2025 : NPR
Schulte, from FWD.us, points to recent comments from Trump denigrating the
situation in countries like Afghanistan and Haiti, and actions against Venezuela,
as evidence that the U.S. does not consider these countries particularly improved
or stable.

With each cancellation, DHS has offered monetary incentives and a 60 days'
notice to leave the country. DHS did not respond to questions about how many
people have taken them up on the offer of a $1,000 cash payment.

here are several pending lawsuits challenging the termihations of their TPS, and

some people may be able to apply for other avenues for protection against
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From 2023 to January 2025, more than 936,000 people were allowed in the
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n the spring, thousands of migrants who had entered the¢ U.S. through the app and

awaited asylum appointments received messages to leave. Many who entered with
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the app ended up getting detained in courthouses or in their neighborhoods.

|

IMMIGRATION
{" ICE's novel strategy allows for more arrests from inside immigration courts

Grebi Suarez, a Venezuelan barber who entered the U.S. through CBP One in
January right before Trump was inaugurated, told NPR that last week he finally

received his work permitand Social Security number.
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"Ukrainians, we cannot create any plans for our lives because of this situation,’
Panova told NPR earlier this year. "We cannot live a full life."
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