4/8/26, 5:07 AM Judge strikes down Trump executive order targeting Perkins Coie law firm : NPR

_P >'RL“M§WI§ our Program Stream
L NOQRAT|Now

MY PLAYLIST

DONATE

POLITICS

Federal judge strikes down Trump order targeting the law
firm Perkins Coie

MAY 2, 2025 - 9:44 PM ET
ﬁtmokie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

Ryan Lucas
We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like
sing data or unique identifiers, qn 0
ept All enables tracking technol ies to suppart the
oses shown under we and our p tn rs

prowde Selecting Reject All or W|th ray s

menu to change your choices or wit f_', (
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Qul
the webpage. Your choices will hg

For deuJ{tuﬁs‘méfee t6%bur Pri

=¥y “Acce Alllyou agre
g And storafle ta@hnologj
® enhance Jour fiewing
en® pers@naliz
de social media
ol o
mation is share
y

4 and ot

o,

List of Partners (service providers or vendors
President Donald Trump signs executive orders in the Oval Office of the Whife House on March 6, including an
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A federal judge on Friday strudiBigS WY President Trump'g executive order targeting
the prominent law firm of Perkins Coie, finding it unconsftitutional and declaring it
an attack on the foundational PEFRBIOEs off the American|legal system.
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The ruling from U.S. District Judge Beryl Howell is the first to permanently block
an executive order issued by Trump punishing a law firm for representing clients
or causes that he dislikes.

"No American President has ever before issued executive orders like the one at
issue in this lawsuit targeting a prominent law firm with adverse actions to be
executed by all Executive branch agencies,’ Howell wrote in her 102-page ruling.
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Perkins Coie was the first law firm targeted with a sweeping executive order that
mposed potentially existential punitive measures on it. Trump's order suspended
security clearances for the firm's employees, barred its attorneys from access to
sovernment buildings and officials, and ended government contracts with the firm.

rump has issued similar executive orders against several other prominent law
rirms that he views as political enemies. Three of those firms, in addition to
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Perkins Coie, have sued to challenge Trump's actions, and won court orders
temporarily blocking enforcement of the orders.

Perkins Coie's case is the first to be permanently blocked.

In her ruling, Judge Howell framed the targeting of Perkins as an attack on the
independence of the legal profession and the judicial system.
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' Trump attacks on law firms begin to chill pro bono work on causes he
doesn't like
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"In a cringe-worthy twist on the theatrical phrase 'let's kill all the lawyers," she
adds, Trump's executive order "takes the approach of 'let's kill the lawyers I don't
like, sending the clear message: lawyers must stick to the party line, or else."

Perkins Coie welcomed her ruling.

LAW

. == In back-to-back rulings, federal judges rule against Trump orders targeting
law firms
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Australia charges ex-soldier with 5 war-crime murders in Afghanistan
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4/8/26, 5:07 AM Judge strikes down Trump executive order targeting Perkins Coie law firm : NPR
Drive slower, go electric, don't drive at all? Americans weigh options for saving gas
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4/8/26, 5:07 AM Judge strikes down Trump executive order targeting Perkins Coie law firm : NPR
Taiwan's opposition leader arrives in China for a 'Journey of Peace'
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