
HOURLY NEWS

LISTEN LIVE

MY PLAYLIST

POLITICS

DONATE

The government is investigating new claims that DOGE
misused Social Security data

MARCH 11, 2026 · 9:53 PM ET

By Stephen Fowler, Jude Joffe-Block, Shannon Bond

Congress and the Social Security Administration's inspector general are investigating whistleblower claims about

whether Department of Government Efficiency staff may have misused Social Security data.
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An internal government watchdog and members of Congress are separately
investigating new allegations that a Department of Government Efficiency staffer
potentially misused sensitive Social Security data.
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The Social Security Administration's inspector general notified the leaders of
several House and Senate committees on March 6 that it is reviewing an
anonymous complaint "on matters relating to the potential misuse of SSA data by
a former DOGE employee, among other allegations," according to a copy of the
letter obtained by NPR.

This week, congressional Democrats investigating DOGE's access to Social
Security data also announced an expanded probe after receiving whistleblower
information alleging that a former DOGE software engineer at SSA claimed to
have retained copies of sensitive databases filled with personal information about
almost every living American. The whistleblower's allegations were first reported
by The Washington Post on Tuesday.

According to the Post's reporting, the former DOGE employee claimed that at least
one database was held on a personal thumb drive and claimed to have retained
"God-level" access to SSA systems, the whistleblower alleged. The former staffer
also allegedly told colleagues they wanted to share the data with their private-
sector employer, the Post reported. NPR has not reviewed the whistleblower
complaint.
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The Trump administration admits even more ways DOGE accessed sensitive
personal data
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Rep. Robert Garcia of California, the House Oversight Committee's top Democrat,
called the allegations "deeply disturbing" and said they show the Trump
administration's "callous disregard for the safety and security of Americans' most
sensitive information."

"Not only has an ex-DOGE bro been accused of running around with the Social
Security information of every American on a flash drive, he also may have the
ability to edit and manipulate data at the Social Security Administration at will,"
Garcia wrote in a statement.

The Office of the Inspector General for the Social Security Administration
declined to comment, saying it doesn't confirm or deny the existence of law
enforcement investigations.

The inspector general's office told lawmakers in its March 6 letter that it was not
sharing further information about the anonymous complaint because that "risks
jeopardizing any investigation and potentially chills future complainants from
submitting anonymous allegations of fraud, waste, and abuse."

An unnamed spokesperson for SSA disputed the whistleblower's claims in an
email to NPR.

"The allegations by a singular anonymous source have been strongly refuted by all
named parties — SSA, the former employee, and the company. Even the
Washington Post admitted they could not verify the information — because it is
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not true," the spokesperson said. (The Post story did not name the former DOGE
employee or the company they work for.)

"SSA is focused on continuing our digital-first transformation to deliver better,
faster service for every American," the spokesperson continued, and went on to
disparage The Washington Post.

Democrats in Congress call for more investigations

The whistleblower alleged that the former DOGE staffer claimed to have retained
copies of two databases, NUMIDENT and the Death Master File, according to the
Post's report.

The NUMIDENT database contains sensitive records for almost every American
alive today, including Social Security numbers, dates of birth, place of birth and
parents' names. The Death Master File includes records for individuals who have
been reported as deceased.

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 5:40 AM New investigations look at DOGE and Social Security data : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2026/03/11/nx-s1-5745153/doge-social-security-data-whistleblower-investigation 4/17



An aerial view of the Social Security Administration's main campus in Woodlawn, Md. The agency is investigating

claims that DOGE employees misused sensitive personal data for millions of Americans.

Kayla Bartkowski/Getty Images

As part of House Oversight Committee Democrats' ongoing investigation into
DOGE, Garcia is now asking the Social Security Administration to answer
questions about DOGE's data access and wants former DOGE staffers affiliated
with SSA to contact the committee to "clarify the facts surrounding DOGE use of
Americans' sensitive data."

Other Democratic lawmakers who received the letter from the SSA inspector
general also called for investigations into the whistleblower's allegations.

"These allegations describe one of the largest known data breaches in American
history, perpetrated by Trump appointees for the explicit purpose of weaponizing
Americans' sensitive personal data for political gain," Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., the
ranking member of the Senate Finance Committee, said in a statement. "There
must be a full public accounting of this breach at Social Security, including justice
for anyone who committed or enabled criminal theft of Americans' data."

Rep. John B. Larson, D-Conn., and Richard E. Neal, D-Mass., who sit on the House
Ways and Means Committee, said in a statement: "These continued revelations
demand a full investigation with accountability if wrongdoing is confirmed."
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A growing pattern of DOGE data access concerns

The OIG investigation and the whistleblower complaint come after the Social
Security Administration disclosed in January that DOGE employees secretly and
improperly shared sensitive personal data in 2025 and that the agency could not
verify the extent of the violations.

The January disclosure was made in an ongoing court fight over whether DOGE
improperly gained access to SSA data and abused that access. The disclosure
also said two unnamed DOGE employees were referred to a federal watchdog for
potentially violating the Hatch Act, which bars government employees from using
their job for political activity.

The court filing also said SSA found that the employees communicated with a
political advocacy group about matching Social Security data with state voter
rolls.

DOGE team members also circumvented the agency's IT rules and improperly
shared data on outside servers, sent private records to other DOGE staffers
outside the agency and had access to some data even after a judge temporarily
blocked access.

Charles Borges, the former chief data officer at SSA, filed his own whistleblower
disclosure last year alleging that DOGE staffers improperly copied a dataset of
more than 300 million Americans' information into a virtual database without
following security protocols.

Borges' complaint said that last summer, a former DOGE employee at the SSA
requested that the agency make a copy of its NUMIDENT database to a private
cloud server that would effectively give DOGE officials unfettered access to the
data.

POLITICS

How DOGE may have improperly used Social Security data to push voter
fraud narratives

POLITICS

Whistleblower says Trump officials copied millions of Social Security
numbers
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On Wednesday, Borges told NPR the allegations made in the new whistleblower
complaint would have "generational consequences" if true.

"This is exactly the scenario that kept me up at night. An irrecoverable loss of the
entirety of our personal data. Once that data has 'left the building', you cannot
close Pandora's box again," Borges said.

"The loss of this data would not be 'just another data breach,' but could represent
a structural failure of our identity system," he said. "It could require significant
federal action, counterintelligence planning and response, and the consideration of
a complete redesign of how identity works in the United States."

Have a tip to share with NPR? Reach out through encrypted communications on
Signal to Stephen Fowler at stphnfwlr.25, Jude Joffe-Block at JudeJB.10 and
Shannon Bond at shannonbond.01. Please use a nonwork device.

social security administration doge
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ICE acknowledges it is using powerful spyware
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This form of mental exercise may cut dementia risk for decades

Popular on NPR.org

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 5:40 AM New investigations look at DOGE and Social Security data : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2026/03/11/nx-s1-5745153/doge-social-security-data-whistleblower-investigation 10/17

https://www.npr.org/2026/02/18/nx-s1-5716010/brain-training-exercise-cut-dementia-risk-decades
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/18/nx-s1-5716010/brain-training-exercise-cut-dementia-risk-decades
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/18/nx-s1-5716010/brain-training-exercise-cut-dementia-risk-decades
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/18/nx-s1-5716010/brain-training-exercise-cut-dementia-risk-decades


MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

U.S. and Iran agree to 2-week ceasefire, suspending Trump's threat to annihilate Iran

SPACE

The Artemis II crew saw parts of the moon never seen before. Here's what they said
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TECHNOLOGY

ICE acknowledges it is using powerful spyware

THE PICTURE SHOW

Photos: NASA releases first images from moon flyby
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PLANET MONEY NEWSLETTER

How Bill Phillips used flowing water to model the economy

ASIA

Australia charges ex‑soldier with 5 war‑crime murders in Afghanistan
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NPR Editors' Picks

MUSIC

U.K. issues Ye travel ban over antisemitism, leading to festival cancellation
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TELEVISION

Now cancer-free, 'Roastmaster' comic Jeff Ross still finds humor in loss

SPACE

Astronauts suggest naming a moon crater 'Carroll' after their commander's late wife

BUSINESS
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Drive slower, go electric, don't drive at all? Americans weigh options for saving gas

ECONOMY

Beer cans, helium balloons and mortgages: An unexpected mix of things affected by
war

ASIA
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Taiwan's opposition leader arrives in China for a 'Journey of Peace'
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