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The Social Security Administration's inspector general notified the leaders of
several House and Senate committees on March 6 that it is reviewing an
anonymous complaint "on matters relating to the potential misuse of SSA data by
a former DOGE employee, among other allegations,' according to a copy of the
letter obtained by NPR.

This week, congressional Democrats investigating DOGE's access to Social
Security data also announced an expanded probe after receiving whistleblower
information alleging that a former DOGE software engineer at SSA claimed to

have retained copies of sensitive databases filled with personal information about

nlmaost e\zeré/ living American. The whistleblower's allegations were first reported
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Rep. Robert Garcia of California, the House Oversight Committee's top Democrat,
called the allegations "deeply disturbing" and said they show the Trump
administration's "callous disregard for the safety and security of Americans' most
sensitive information."

"Not only has an ex-DOGE bro been accused of running around with the Social
Security information of every American on a flash drive, he also may have the
ability to edit and manipulate data at the Social Security Administration at will,’
Garcia wrote in a statement.
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:leclﬁ?eod(iﬁ)%%'?ﬁﬁ{gnq‘,sé%?/ﬂfg 'i?'HB(e%'?noti%%%firm or deny the existence of law
enfofteeantbeir ABSatigatietess and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables trackin chnologies to support the . .
e 1ns ec% T gene a?ks 8ftfe ce %of;c! Tawnfoﬁ(erg ;Em its March 6 letter that it was not
purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

;hargngiggrgaggtmgﬁag}@m@& a,h%}g\m% mpgymy@i@omplaint because that "risks
]eop@if@ﬁhﬁﬁgﬁfaﬂﬁltim}@ﬁ?gaﬂﬂea’?laﬁd%@mmmndl@ﬂ?s future complainants from
subifit e BRRR BUS SIRSE S ¥GH O ARG {053t and abuse.”

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent’at any time
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.
For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

An unnamed spokesperson for SSA disputed the whistleplower's claims in an
email to NPR.

'The allegations by a singular anonymous source have b¢en strongly refuted by all

named parties — SSA, the former employee, and the company. Even the

rmation — because it is
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not true, the spokesperson said. (The Post story did not name the former DOGE
employee or the company they work for.)

"SSA is focused on continuing our digital-first transformation to deliver better,
faster service for every American,' the spokesperson continued, and went on to
disparage The Washington Post.

Democrats in Congress call for more investigations

fhe whistiebiower atteged that the former DOGE staffer tlaimed to have retained

copies of two databases, NUMIDENT and the Death Magdter File, according to the
PostGoglfigGonsent & Sponsorship Choices
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An aerial view of the Social Security Administration's main campus in Woodlawn, Md. The agency is investigating
claims that DOGE employees misused sensitive personal data for millions of Americans.
Kayla Bartkowski/Getty Images

As part of House Oversight Committee Democrats' ongoing investigation into
DOGE, Garcia is now asking the Social Security Administration to answer
questions about DOGE's data access and wants former DOGE staffers affiliated
with SSA to contact the committee to "clarify the facts surrounding DOGE use of

Americans' sensitive data"
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Beneral also called for investigations into the whistleblower's allegations.
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Rep. John B. Larson, D-Conn., and Richard E. Neal, D-Mdss., who sit on the House
Ways and Means Committee, said in a statement: "Thesg continued revelations

1

demand a full investigation with accountability if wrongdoing is confirmed."
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A growing pattern of DOGE data access concerns
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verify the extent of the violations.
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On Wednesday, Borges told NPR the allegations made in the new whistleblower
complaint would have "generational consequences" if true.

"This is exactly the scenario that kept me up at night. An irrecoverable loss of the
entirety of our personal data. Once that data has 'left the building’, you cannot
close Pandora's box again,' Borges said.
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