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DOGE cuts at NOAA will impact hurricane forecas

SCOTT SIMON, HOST:

ting and data gathering on storms : NPR

Experts who help predict hurricanes were among those who are fired this week in
what's expected to be just the first round of terminations at the National Oceanic

and Atmospheric Administration. NPR's Greg Allen reports that insiders say
hundreds of firings at NOAA include key staff who fly planes into hurricanes and

scientists who develop computer forecast novels.

GREG ALLEN, BYLINE: NOAA is a federal agency with offices in every state and

J.S. territory. A former NOAA research director says the
|00 National Weather Service employees at field offices
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JAMES FRANKLIN: Those observations are very detailed, high-density

observations of the core of a hurricane. They go into the

numerical models, and

studies have shown that they improve intensity forecasts.

(SOUNDBITE OF WIND BLOWING)

FRANKLIN: Oh. There goes the signs.

ALLEN: On flights like this one into Hurricane Ian in 2022, NOAA staffers

1 o % | hd 11 P . | _1 > L 21 R _1
CIC4doTU UCTVICTS CdIICU UTUPDSUITUTS TITLO LIIT SLOTIIT dITU U
rransmit data in real time. In many storms, Franklin says
lig hEo ddel € 6msartsleSp onsorsiip iGhslicéssue advisories,

NUrTiGadH s T askparthplensisunlf dheseparafawes flights th
will braveipgifeie 2nenfieidgrii§iers, on your device. Selecting
Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown u w@and our partners E&OSC%SS data to

er
f n, kranklin T ni ff
D e&'lélval'dg %tre]lcegtlg ng ejg'ct El orS v% élr%w(leng your c%nss%nt 9v1;ll8ta ]

Modglibg GRRLeT2desrIgHRe D eomle et dereloped
comyvutsse maydeldelra tetaardieong. Yhechestsinfadectiisorld af
hnd B S P P R ST &g AR R P L 74 as”tva?f’fﬁg cuf
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom o

modelingranienip HigLanhwberehawandenkitiwork t
m o deksmwidldetaie réeratdialt Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

R ANKGANnWa egant dRotbgss anodelsbagrassng gear al
knoweMibRteeIbRNEe MoES \igwing listachosardier aoarieheen the)

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

onsors, provide sqcial media features, and analyze NPR’s ]
ALLFI\rF. Says ertva%e weat er fore as%gﬁg companies 1
raffic. This information s shared with social mediaS

50M&, HsEhgiwvarkydien 8na b eAd8R d e datiandl-Jurrig

Df I\WAA'S dogeratio from its hundr d? of fielg offices to
e and our partners process data to provide:

says, would be difficult to match.

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store

and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising

FR AINNKINnT heaetrie) big expendidaiesnidrataddkink woul
HuplfEE BN AhE YA LBRTSPEAnd if the private sector

Boing to see the data for free?

ALLEN: As a retired branch chief, Franklin says his first
anger. One reason, he says, is that many of those termin:

Greg Allen, NPR News, Miami.

ot of institutional knowledge who will be hard to replace.

se the doppler radar to
information from the

updating changes in a
Is season, he says that

1t NOAA's Environmental
an array of sophisticated
| forecasting hurricanes

s have gutted the

nere to improve the

'ter year. That's why, you
y were 15 or 20 years ago.

may be able to replicate
rane Center. But the scale
its fleet of aircraft, he

d be very, very difficult to
were doing that, are we

reaction to these cuts was
ited were people with a

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/01/nx-s1-5313131/doge-cuts-at-noaa-will-impact-hurrican

e-forecasting-and-data-gathering-on-storms

3/13



4/8/26, 4:53 AM DOGE cuts at NOAA will impact hurricane forecasting and data gathering on storms : NPR
Copyright © 2025 NPR. All rights reserved. Visit our website terms of use and permissions pages at
www.npr.org for further information.

Accuracy and availability of NPR transcripts may vary. Transcript text may be revised to correct
errors or match updates to audio. Audio on npr.org may be edited after its original broadcast or
publication. The authoritative record of NPR’s programming is the audio record.

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

"oy et e LHAFEtheeot e

ata or t’mlque identifiers, on your device. Selecting
Atoeptal shaiitep thatidcngned i dtog istan espivat thelp you understand your world —
pupoessthat v niriguseclod enrteggbtidre process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

dixag|sIEhERe! | BackyRaE fisBrtehriemac YBENkPARETE possiblle for the NPR

YRILIFSPRYRPEREAS BLR ROLFA MRS TP WAER SRS &8I ifLlions of other people,

'b?g FFERESFYPNE N RISTE &) Wi isigw consent at any time
y C

icking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your chqices will have_effect within our Website. .
%u a e%ﬁ th }E)ci c§§|n .ab?lcl;mgy 1a. Can we count on|you to support this

For more_details, Pelf!er o our Privac
essential public resource today?

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
device to eﬁ%@gﬁxﬁ/iewing, listening and user experience,
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:
More Stor?es ropm NPR P P

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/01/nx-s1-5313131/doge-cuts-at-noaa-will-impact-hurricane-forecasting-and-data-gathering-on-storms

4/13


https://contribute.npr.org/secure/stand-public-media-npr?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAw2yxVI30hAoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbW5wa29iOTA0d3ByMnh3bBoMRVhWNzQ5NEtJQk9CIiUxODA3ZG1vMGI4LTAwMDAzN2JiZHZnamRnY2JtaHNlOGdzYTBnKhtzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVHQUlPMkU5SDFPTFE4MDAwAToMT1RLTkRTUllGNUs1Qg1PVFY3MjFEMEdHNVI1UhJ2LYUA8BliemdxMGpkd1oPMTM1LjE4MS4yMzEuMjE4YgNkbG1os-HczgZwIHgE
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/08/nx-s1-5662522/the-embarrassing-truth-of-dating-men
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/08/nx-s1-5662522/the-embarrassing-truth-of-dating-men
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/08/nx-s1-5662522/the-embarrassing-truth-of-dating-men
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510282/pop-culture-happy-hour
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/08/nx-s1-5662522/the-embarrassing-truth-of-dating-men
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179881519/rights-and-permissions-information
https://www.npr.org/

4/8/26, 4:53 AM DOGE cuts at NOAA will impact hurricane forecasting and data gathering on storms : NPR

The embarrassing truth of dating men : Pop Culture Happy Hour

NATIOGapkie Consent & ponrshlp Choices

Airpogt cleared ig.herenamed.for Jrymp asgheunveils design for skyscraper library

browsm ‘data or unique |dent|f|e s, on your device. Selectlng
Actept All enables trackini

OSe h 2 =

:!.: 5 ..IZH._'

ilar

. your
U.S. amtdd;aibagﬁe@m zeWQka%%QﬁH'&eSB&BMddng Trump's threat to annihilate Iran

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

TECHNOLOGY
ICE acknowledges it is using powerful spyware

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/01/nx-s1-5313131/doge-cuts-at-noaa-will-impact-hurricane-forecasting-and-data-gathering-on-storms 5/13


https://www.npr.org/2026/01/08/nx-s1-5662522/the-embarrassing-truth-of-dating-men
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/31/g-s1-115915/airport-renamed-trump
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/31/g-s1-115915/airport-renamed-trump
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/31/g-s1-115915/airport-renamed-trump
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/31/g-s1-115915/airport-renamed-trump
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/sections/technology/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy

4/8/26, 4:53 AM DOGE cuts at NOAA will impact hurricane forecasting and data gathering on storms : NPR

before. Here's what they said

STATE QFCEH(an\L (':%:LeBt I,:Aﬁ,Q I;/AoyellpgRree to the use of cookies, similar

Is thetf;cﬁnggmsglam&mlsgmmi,timaréms&molr@n? State of the World from NPR
device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/01/nx-s1-5313131/doge-cuts-at-noaa-will-impact-hurricane-forecasting-and-data-gathering-on-storms 6/13


https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/sections/space/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/01/nx-s1-5770548/is-the-u-s-threatening-to-commit-war-crimes-in-iran
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/01/nx-s1-5770548/is-the-u-s-threatening-to-commit-war-crimes-in-iran
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/01/nx-s1-5770548/is-the-u-s-threatening-to-commit-war-crimes-in-iran
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510366/state-of-the-world
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/01/nx-s1-5770548/is-the-u-s-threatening-to-commit-war-crimes-in-iran

4/8/26, 4:53 AM DOGE cuts at NOAA will impact hurricane forecasting and data gathering on storms :

Popular on NPR.org

Tt

u.i

d lran 2-week sefire, sys enqing Trump's threat to annihilate Iran
y clicking you agree € Use of cookies, similar

brmati

D provide:

entification. Store
sonalised adver
rement, audie

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/01/nx-s1-5313131/doge-cuts-at-noaa-will-impact-hurricane-forecasting-and-data-gathering-on-storms 7/13



https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/series/1205445976/middle-east-crisis
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye

4/8/26, 4:53 AM DOGE cuts at NOAA will impact hurricane forecasting and data gathering on storms : NPR
SPACE

The Artemis Il crew saw parts of the moon never seen before. Here's what they said

age. Your choices will have effe

r more,details, refer, to our Privac Policlz_¥_.
nowledges it is using powerftul spyware

ICE acK

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

T

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/01/nx-s1-5313131/doge-cuts-at-noaa-will-impact-hurricane-forecasting-and-data-gathering-on-storms 8/13



https://www.npr.org/sections/space/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/sections/technology/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos

4/8/26, 4:53 AM DOGE cuts at NOAA will impact hurricane forecasting and data gathering on storms : NPR
Photos: NASA releases first images from moon flyby

\ 4,

x|

OrQ
Nccep a"-i:king tet
pugPoses der we and oC
pgovide. Se Reject All of
~ disable them. ackers ardi
ou see may be as relg
- menu to chajil® youg

clicking the CooKie S g% & UPL OU ¢
r choicgs will have effect withi Website.
iti r ita ’l‘eLiLr

HE ALTW
Te lehgal‘%ﬁ b0 ?a.ls

or more

main avai or now, after a federal judge's ruling

refer to our ivacy Policy.

By clicking “Acgept All,” you agre ies, similar
tracking and storage technologig !

device to er]:rcﬁce your viewing" 'q‘ﬁl

personalizé content, personali

sponsors, provide sgCial.npeglit

traffic. This infog

sponsarship, apal

Actively scan
and/of acceg
and :

in Afghanistan

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/01/nx-s1-5313131/doge-cuts-at-noaa-will-impact-hurricane-forecasting-and-data-gathering-on-storms 9/13



https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776946/telehealth-abortion-louisiana-federal-court-mifepristone
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776946/telehealth-abortion-louisiana-federal-court-mifepristone
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776946/telehealth-abortion-louisiana-federal-court-mifepristone
https://www.npr.org/sections/health/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776946/telehealth-abortion-louisiana-federal-court-mifepristone
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116644/australia-charges-ex-soldier-with-5-war-crime-murders-in-afghanistan
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116644/australia-charges-ex-soldier-with-5-war-crime-murders-in-afghanistan
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116644/australia-charges-ex-soldier-with-5-war-crime-murders-in-afghanistan
https://www.npr.org/sections/asia/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116644/australia-charges-ex-soldier-with-5-war-crime-murders-in-afghanistan

4/8/26, 4:53 AM DOGE cuts at NOAA will impact hurricane forecasting and data gathering on storms : NPR

NPR Editors' Picks

device to enhance your viewing,
personalize content, personalize

tent, advertising &
h and services de

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/01/nx-s1-5313131/doge-cuts-at-noaa-will-impact-hurricane-forecasting-and-data-gathering-on-storms 10/13



https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116722/congressional-democrats-raise-alarm-over-trumps-comments-on-iran
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116722/congressional-democrats-raise-alarm-over-trumps-comments-on-iran
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116722/congressional-democrats-raise-alarm-over-trumps-comments-on-iran
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116722/congressional-democrats-raise-alarm-over-trumps-comments-on-iran
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776646/ye-kanye-west-travel-ban-uk-wireless
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776646/ye-kanye-west-travel-ban-uk-wireless
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776646/ye-kanye-west-travel-ban-uk-wireless

4/8/26, 4:53 AM DOGE cuts at NOAA will impact hurricane forecasting and data gathering on storms : NPR
MUSIC

U.K. issues Ye travel ban over antisemitism, leading to festival cancellation

3 partners store and access pq’lrsonal data, li
browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting
Accept All enables trpcking;cechnologies to support the

ookielSettings & Oft Out link
“Your choices will'have effect wi Website!

For more dgtails, gefer to pur Privacy,Policy. . . .
Now cancer-free, "ﬁoas master' comic Jeff Ross still finds humor in loss

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

g and w
and services develo

.m—

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/01/nx-s1-5313131/doge-cuts-at-noaa-will-impact-hurricane-forecasting-and-data-gathering-on-storms 11/13



https://www.npr.org/music
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776646/ye-kanye-west-travel-ban-uk-wireless
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775758/jeff-ross-roastmaster-take-a-banana-for-the-ride
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775758/jeff-ross-roastmaster-take-a-banana-for-the-ride
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775758/jeff-ross-roastmaster-take-a-banana-for-the-ride
https://www.npr.org/sections/television/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775758/jeff-ross-roastmaster-take-a-banana-for-the-ride
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman
https://www.npr.org/sections/space/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman

4/8/26, 4:53 AM DOGE cuts at NOAA will impact hurricane forecasting and data gathering on storms : NPR
Astronauts suggest naming a moon crater 'Carroll' after their commander's late wife

npir

e we ur chm%eﬁwﬂl ave effect within our Website.
na O says [ran war raises risk ¢
or more eta er to our Privacy-Policy.

&

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/01/nx-s1-5313131/doge-cuts-at-noaa-will-impact-hurricane-forecasting-and-data-gathering-on-storms 12/13

re-stower—co-etectric—don't-drive-ats Americans weigh options for saving gas



https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775786/jpmorganchase-iran-war-trump-ai
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775786/jpmorganchase-iran-war-trump-ai
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775786/jpmorganchase-iran-war-trump-ai
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/g-s1-114952/nprs-newsmakers
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775786/jpmorganchase-iran-war-trump-ai
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/sections/business/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war

4/8/26, 4:53 AM DOGE cuts at NOAA will impact hurricane forecasting and data gathering on storms : NPR

READ & LISTEN CONNECT
Home Newsletters
News Facebook
Culture Instagram
Music Press
Podcasts & Shows Pubtic Edjitor

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices Correctigns
We and our 483 partners store and access personal datafﬂl"ha‘lscripts
browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting
Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the Contact & Help
purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

ABOElﬁ'aRlls ﬁhem. If trackers are disabled, some content and atli:.sl. INVOLVED
A
you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

oveF‘\Fi'éW° change your choices or withdraw consent at an)stuﬁaort ublic Radio
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

Divetpgiwbpage. Your choices will have effect within our W%oaiaensor PR
For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.
NP RsNefawiagKaccept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, NRRaCareers
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
Accessikititanhance your viewing, listening and user experMRR, Shop
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
Ethiﬁi)nsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPINPR Extra
traffic. This information is shared with social media,

Finadbﬁ%rship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
termanoifagsdent, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

brivacy
your privacy choices

text only

© 2026 npr

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/01/nx-s1-5313131/doge-cuts-at-noaa-will-impact-hurricane-forecasting-and-data-gathering-on-storms 13/13


https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/news/
https://www.npr.org/sections/culture/
https://www.npr.org/music/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts-and-shows
https://www.npr.org/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/NPR/
https://www.instagram.com/npr/
https://www.npr.org/series/750003/press-room/
https://www.npr.org/sections/publiceditor/
https://www.npr.org/corrections/
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/
https://help.npr.org/contact/s/
https://www.npr.org/about/
https://www.npr.org/diversity/
https://www.npr.org/network/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/1136563345/accessibility
https://www.npr.org/ethics/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/178660742/public-radio-finances
https://www.npr.org/support/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/186948703/corporate-sponsorship
https://www.npr.org/careers/
https://shopnpr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/npr-extra/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy#yourchoices
https://text.npr.org/

