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The case of Kilmar Abrego Garcia captured national headlines last year as part of

a wave of criticism against the second Trump administration's aggressive

immigration enforcement.

It was the speed of his deportation — from working in Maryland one week, to

getting whisked off to a notorious prison in El Salvador the next. But it was also

because it was a mistake: something a government lawyer admitted in court.

Immigration lawyers said Abrego Garcia's landmark case highlights the challenges
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For example, last April — the same month a Maryland judge told the government
to bring Abrego Garcia back to the U.S. — another judge in the state asked for the
return of Daniel Lozano-Camargo, a 20-year-old Venezuelan man, identified in
court documents as "Cristian."

And in July, a New York appeals panel ordered immigration officials to return
Jordin Melgar-Salmeron, a 31-year-old Salvadoran.

All three were held at a notorious prison in El Salvador that has since been

escribed by detainees as unsanitary and violent. Judges said that these removals

iolated court orders.
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Some people get sent to countries where judges have specifically prohibited it.
That's what happened with Abrego Garcia's deportation to El Salvador, even after

an administrative judge agreed he had a credible fear of [being tortured there.
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'The question is really, is the government making sure thlat an individual person is
removable and doing the things it's legally obligated to dp to remove them? Not,
Does somebody have legal status or not?" Lind said.
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For its part, the Department of Homeland Security declined to comment on
Abrego Garcia's specific case this week, but has argued that judges erred in their
decisions, and that anyone who's in the U.S. illegally should be deported. It's also
said it complies with all court orders.

Deportation errors not new, but appear more frequent

The administration's spotlight on immigration has resulted in more cases coming
across the radar of attorneys, said Lind. But she said it is difficult to say whether

hese kinds of incidents are happening more frequently than they have under prior

ndministrations.
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Kilmar Abrego Garcia detained by ICE during Baltimore check-in
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that are detaining people.

That means immigrants who should have protection from deportation are
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Federico Reyes Vasquez was deported to Mexico four days after he was first

detained in December, and after a federal district judge In Utah issued a stay in
nis removal.

IMMIGRATION
Immigrants now have fewer legal options to stay in the U.S. under Trump
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"It is nearly impossible to get information from the Department of Homeland
Security when an individual is detained. We didn't know where he was. His status
on the detainee locator showed that he wasn't in their custody when we knew that
he, in fact, was, said Alec Bracken, the immigration attorney representing Reyes
Vasquez.

He said he was trying to release Reyes Vasquez from detention when he suddenly
learned his client was in Mexico.

[Jtah District Court Judge Jill Parrish ordered the administration to facilitate Reyes
Vasquez's return. According to court records, the administration admitted that the
‘emgyﬁl\%?ag‘ms\?fﬁﬁiﬁﬁo(ﬁﬂ{éhé&ﬁ"?%'f;(fér and that information on the stay had
not Bleandcorred3 barttarsistonsiestectds phreopelsiste. deporting him.
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POLITICS

How the Trump administration is sidestepping the legal process for deportations
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Still, McLaughlin, the DHS spokesperson, said "there was no mistake,' in response
to NPR's questions about the case.

"This [temporary restraining order] was not served to ICE until after the criminal
illegal alien was removed,' she said, noting that Reyes Vasquez has a conviction
for driving under the influence.

"Under President Trump and Secretary Noem, if you break the law, you will face
the consequences. Criminal illegal aliens are not welcome in the U.S."
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.ozano Camargo, the Venezuelan man sent to El Salvador, was later returned to
Venezuela as a part of a broader prisoner exchange.
WORLD, REORDERING

® 10 Americans are freed by Venezuela in a prisgner swap for migrants in EL
V4 / Salvador
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According to court documents, DOJ lawyers said that should he be returned to the
U.S. — he would be placed in indefinite detention while his asylum case played
out. Lawyers representing Lozano Camargo said their client was apprehensive to
return to the U.S. given his four-months-long incarceration in the El Salvador
prison; he was afraid of being detained again or sent to another third country.

Court records show attorneys lost touch with their client in August "and are
concerned about his safety and well-being."
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McLaughlin said he had a final order for removal in 2023.

As for Abrego Garcia, he's out of detention for now. The judge in his case is still

weighing whether to allow immigration officers to detain him again while his

criminal and immigration cases play out.

kilmar abrego garcia  deportation  department of homeland security
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