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Analysis Shows FDA Foreign Facility Inspections
Hit Historic Low After Trump Admin Cuts

By Bailee Henderson
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historic low due to Trump Administration budget and staff cuts, according to an investigative ré’f))o%‘fl si)y
ProPublica.
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manufacturing facintes tnat proauce regulated goods; a goal which the agency has railed to meet, at least
with respect to foods, and which ProPublica’s anonymous FDA sources called “comical,” given the severe

cuts to FDA’s resources.

Historically, even prior to the Trump Administration, FDA has struggled to meet its inspection targets—both
foreign and domestic—set by Congress under the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) in 2011. A 2025
report from the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) uncovered that FDA has never met its
FSMA-mandated foreign facility inspection goals. In 2019, the year in which FDA conducted the greatest
number of foreign inspections, FDA only completed 9 percent (1,727) of the 19,200 target.

Since the inauguration of President Trump, however, the already under-resourced FD@%@[&'&%MMM
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at FDA and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), respegfively-&\shough HHS
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actually the case.

¢ The eventual voluntary resignation of many FDA inspectors who could afford to leave, per insiders
who spoke to ProPublica. The inspectorate workforce was significantly affected by the culling of
agency support staff; after FDA lost 65 percent of those responsible for travel and budgets, inspectors
found themselves burdened by having to book their own travel and accommodations, obtain
diplomatic passports and visas, and coordinate with foreign authorities—resulting in frustration and
inefficiency.

 Significant budget cuts that may have decreased FDA’s funding from $7.2 billion in Fiscal Year (FY)

2025 to as little as $6.5 billion in FY 2026—a reduction that was suggested to be made possible by
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Neither FDA nor the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) responded to ProPublica’s

request for comment or data.
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Bailee Henderson is the Digital Editor of Food Safety Magazine, where she covers industry-

relevant current events, regulatory affairs, and scientific developments. She also produces the
Food Safety Five Newsreel. Notably, Bailee's coverage for Food Safety Magazine has been
featured in national televised news segments including CBS Sunday Morning and MSNBC's
Rachel Maddow Show. She can be reached at hendersonb@bnpmedia.com.
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analysis can fail, especially for high-risk products like leafy greens and
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