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Angeles on June 8 after further unrest, with cars torched and security forces firing tear gas at protesters, in the
wake of U.S. President Donald Trump's deployment of National Guard troops to America's second-biggest city.
Ronaldo Schmidt/AFP via Getty Images
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As the story continues to develop, NPR's Morning Edition spoke with William
Enyart, a former Democratic congressman and retired general who led the Illinois
National Guard from 2007 to 2012, about the constitutional and military
implications.

Enyart described the decision to use National Guard troops to quell the protests
as unprecedented, saying, "They've thrown the entire playbook out."

In his conversation with NPR's A Martinez, Enyart raised core concerns over
I'rump's use of the Guard, including the erosion of local ¢ontrol, the lack of an
pverwhelming threat and the politicization of military forice on U.S. soil.
Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

Herew anablizsdyaahdh etk ansv@Eo Eramutiadnierview,

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Howderi atehddrrdiatking tdeendNettee it Grad fe work?

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

N proﬂ) elec |né; RejecttAll rwichdr oiL:J,rcon g’cwﬂld £ th d .
orfpallys fhe, deiaion, (0. depioy, the, Nafional Guard comes from the ground up:

Locgbwificialsndetermring diithgpreqvaenviehmeadnalert the governor, and then

requetUtiveiaage your choices or withdraw consent at any time
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

our ghoices will haye effect within our .
Enyar% ‘glet%%l?s ﬁl tctliils ayvere rocess ex1sts OI‘ a reasqn, since those pI‘OtOCOIS
For more details, refer to ou Prlvacy Policy.

are built on local knowledge of the threat, resources, and community needs.
By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

h tracking and storage t ologl nd informatiqn abou r
The, RIS t%‘se%r%én‘ée%J vﬂr?é‘f Etﬁn‘?n XS per.e%e er it be a mayor or a county

SUD @EVESEIjzZiscbhe Raisesmavbonaskes the derision whether local law enforcement is

Jvem‘}féﬁﬁﬁeﬁoéiﬁ'?l%i%ﬁtfcﬁhé‘ﬁ%%% JpearaaelRecutive notifies the governor of

traffic. This informati L . .

the Sta 'é an " oélﬂ? g fh?ﬁé” ' s’ﬁcc')%a auard b sent in. Why does it work that
sponsorsnip, an ICS, an er ven Ors or service provi S.

way? It works that way because the people on the ground know what the situation

s ]il}’lyar? 9! d’ partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

https://www.npr.org/2025/06/09/nx-s1-5427233/trump-guard-deployment-unprecedented-los-angeles-william-enyart

3/15



4/8/26, 5:13 AM

Why Trump's deployment of the National Guard to LA is unprecedented, according to a general : NPR

By skirting local and state knowledge, Enyart added that "the President is
imposing his political will here, not any kind of local knowledge as to what the

situation actually is."
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protesters was in the hundreds, he says, that does not justify activating military
support in a major city like Los Angeles.
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