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California National Guard members protect a federal building, covered in graffiti following protests triggered by

immigration raids, in Los Angeles, on June 9, 2025. Police ordered the public to disperse from downtown Los
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Angeles on June 8 after further unrest, with cars torched and security forces firing tear gas at protesters, in the

wake of U.S. President Donald Trump's deployment of National Guard troops to America's second-biggest city.

Ronaldo Schmidt/AFP via Getty Images

President Trump announced Saturday that 2,000 California National Guard troops
would be sent to Los Angeles in response to immigration protests. The move
follows two days of unrest after an ICE-led immigration crackdown, with
demonstrations also taking place in cities like Minneapolis and Chicago.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom criticized the deployment as unnecessary and
"inflaming tensions."

Trump's move marks the first time since the 1960s that the federal government
has activated National Guard troops without a governor's consent, a significant
break from long-standing protocol.

NATIONAL

4 things to know about the immigration raid protests that roiled LA this
weekend

POLITICS

What Trump's national emergencies could mean for American democracy

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 5:13 AM Why Trump's deployment of the National Guard to LA is unprecedented, according to a general : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/06/09/nx-s1-5427233/trump-guard-deployment-unprecedented-los-angeles-william-enyart 2/15

https://www.npr.org/2025/06/09/nx-s1-5427215/what-to-know-los-angeles-protests-ice-trump
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2025/06/09/nx-s1-5427215/what-to-know-los-angeles-protests-ice-trump
https://www.npr.org/2025/06/09/nx-s1-5427215/what-to-know-los-angeles-protests-ice-trump
https://www.npr.org/2025/06/09/nx-s1-5424666/trump-national-emergencies-democracy-supreme-court-constitution
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2025/06/09/nx-s1-5424666/trump-national-emergencies-democracy-supreme-court-constitution


As the story continues to develop, NPR's Morning Edition spoke with William
Enyart, a former Democratic congressman and retired general who led the Illinois
National Guard from 2007 to 2012, about the constitutional and military
implications.

Enyart described the decision to use National Guard troops to quell the protests
as unprecedented, saying, "They've thrown the entire playbook out."

In his conversation with NPR's A Martinez, Enyart raised core concerns over
Trump's use of the Guard, including the erosion of local control, the lack of an
overwhelming threat and the politicization of military force on U.S. soil.

Here's a summary of the key answers from the interview.

How do laws governing the National Guard work?

Normally, the decision to deploy the National Guard comes from the ground up:
Local officials determine if they're overwhelmed, alert the governor, and then
request troops.

Enyart details that this layered process exists for a reason, since those protocols
are built on local knowledge of the threat, resources, and community needs.

"The process is that the local chief executive, whether it be a mayor or a county
supervisor, is the person who makes the decision whether local law enforcement is
overwhelmed or not, and then that local chief executive notifies the governor of
the state and requests that the National Guard be sent in. Why does it work that
way? It works that way because the people on the ground know what the situation
is," Enyart said.
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By skirting local and state knowledge, Enyart added that "the President is
imposing his political will here, not any kind of local knowledge as to what the
situation actually is."

What is the National Guard available to do?

Most National Guard troops are trained for natural disasters, not protests, Enyart
explains. Missions focused on protest control are unpopular and outside their
primary role, adding strain on the Guard.

"The National Guard has been used for so many things over the last 30 years in
Illinois, we were happy to be called out for blizzards, we were happy to be called
out for tornadoes. We were happy to be called out for floods... But the guard does
not particularly like to be called in to do civil disturbance. Why? we're not trained
for it. At best, a National Guard soldier gets four hours of training a year to do
civil disturbance operations."

What's wrong with using presidential powers to protect federal officers?

While the President technically can protect federal personnel, Enyart says that's
not how the Guard is supposed to be used, especially when local police are fully
capable.

Federal deployment without local consent ignores the chain of accountability built
into domestic operations.

"You do not call the National Guard in until such time as local resources are
overwhelmed or no longer able to control the situation, and you have the consent
and the request of the local authorities, including the governor. Trump has entirely
disregarded this," Enyart explained.

Is the scale of the protests a valid justification?

The administration cited the number of demonstrators as a reason for the
deployment, but Enyart questions the threat level. Even if the number of
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protesters was in the hundreds, he says, that does not justify activating military
support in a major city like Los Angeles.

"Call it 600. Okay, 600 protesters is hardly a revolution. 600 protesters is not
going to overwhelm the 8,000 police officers that Los Angeles has as well as all
the federal folks who are on the ground," Enyart said. He also added that the
deployment decision may be more about shifting attention from other issues.

"The President is doing this to remove the debate from his horrendous tax bill...
and taking attention away from the fact that... soybean prices... were about $19.50
a bushel. Today, under Trump's tariff plan, they're $10.58," Enyart said.

los angeles immigration policy national guard trump
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Together, we chart the course.
You count on public media for stories that help you understand your world —
voices that bring us closer together.

People like you power public media. You make it possible for the NPR
Network to share our journalism with you and millions of other people,
regardless of their ability to pay.

You are the “public” in public media. Can we count on you to support this
essential public resource today?
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ICE acknowledges it is using powerful spyware
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Photos: NASA releases first images from moon flyby
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Telehealth abortion will remain available for now, after a federal judge's ruling
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How Bill Phillips used flowing water to model the economy
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Congressional Democrats raise alarm over Trump's comments on Iran
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Astronauts suggest naming a moon crater 'Carroll' after their commander's late wife

NPR'S NEWSMAKERS

CEO of nation's largest bank says Iran war raises risk of 'bad economic outcomes'
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