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highly anticipated face-to-face peace talks, according to
who is serving as Washington's lead negotiator.

The U.S. military says it will blockade Iranian ports as Iran peace talks collapse : NPR

Vice President Vance,

"The bad news is that we have not reached an agreement. And I think that's bad

news for Iran much more than it's bad news for the U.S. ...

They have chosen not to

accept our terms,' Vance said at a press conference in Islamabad, before boarding

Air Force Two to leave the country.
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Tehran has repeatedly said that its nuclear program is a civilian one, and that it
has a right to continue to enrich uranium for that purpose.

The status of the two-week ceasefire is now uncertain. But Vance left open the
possibility that an agreement could still be reached, saying: "We leave here with a
very simple proposal: a method of understanding that is our final and best offer."
He added: "We'll see if the Iranians accept it."
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t was the first face-to-face engagement between the U.§. and Iran since 2015,
Wwhen the Obama administration negotiated a nuclear deal with Iran that was later
scrapped by Trump. They were also the highest-level discussions since the 1979
slamic Revolution.
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[rump called Iran's position over the strait "extortion", and said: "I have also
nstructed our Navy to seek and interdict every vessel in] International Waters that
nas paid a toll to Iran."

He added: "We will also begin destroying the mines the Iranians laid in the Straits.
Any Iranian who fires at us, or at peaceful vessels, will be BLOWN TO HELL!"
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In a second post on Truth Social, Trump said: "As they promised, they better begin
the process of getting this INTERNATIONAL WATERWAY OPEN AND FAST!"

Speaking on Sunday in an interview with Fox News, the president said the
blockade "could take a little while, but it'll be effective pretty soon." He also
claimed that some NATO countries now "want to help with the strait."
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'destruct” Iran if they don't give up their nuclear weaponis program, Trump said: "If
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Vance said in his press conference that he'd been in touch with the president
"consistently” while in Islamabad.

Iran cites "excessive demands"

Iran's Foreign Ministry spokesperson Esmaeil Bagaei said in a post on X and in a
statement to Iranian state media that the main subjects of talks were the Strait of
Hormuz, nuclear issues, sanctions, reparations, and an end to the war against Iran
and the region.

He added that issues, such as Iran's demand that it continue to control the Strait
Hf HePRkig, Genrant &ntprrsaeship GiG8ks and that "we|should not have expected

[0 regchndnuagoe eanenisistoonshaneedingefsor dhe, heginning
browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting
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A billboard of the U.S.-Iran talks is seen near Serena Hotel, the venue for the|U.S. and Iran meeting, in Islamabad,
Pakistan, on Sunday.
\njum Naveed/AP

However, he also criticized the U.S., saying: "the success|of this diplomatic
process depends on the seriousness and good faith of the opposing side,
refraining from excessive demands."
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killed Sunday. Hezbollah said it continued rocket, drone and artillery attacks on
Israel and Israeli troops inside Lebanon.

Lebanon says the Israeli and Lebanese ambassadors to Washington will hold their
first direct meeting Tuesday at the State Department to discuss a ceasefire and a
date for starting negotiations.

In a speech, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu claimed historic
accomplishments in Iran and Lebanon — and that his goal in talks is to disarm

ezbollah and reach a peace agreement with Lebanon.

s

and/or access information on a device. Personalised advrtising
A woraatd eentestoadversisivie efntkbe dnishransh dasine Atenfyuaeieatd3 state security officers killed in an Israeli
strikergséabenand seasicésidg\a Smnentn Saturday.
Fmilio Morenatti/AP

n a post for Orthodox Easter on Sunday, Lebanon's prime minister said he hoped
the country would "together overcome the dangers facing us, and so that stability,
peace, and prosperity may prevail throughout Lebanon."
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