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Tom Cartwright developed a methodology to track ICE flights using

publicly available aviation data and launched the ICE Flight Monitor in

2020. Between 2020 and mid-2025 when the project was transitioned

to Human Rights First, he tracked over 40,000 flights, providing

critical insights into immigration enforcement operations.

Cartwright is a former Executive Vice President at JPMorgan, where

he spent nearly 40 years in the financial services industry. He holds

both a BS and an MS in Finance from the University of Illinois.

In semi-retirement, Cartwright shifted his focus to become a

dedicated advocate for refugees and migrants. He has volunteered

extensively in refugee camps in Greece and along the Texas–Mexico

border, and has worked to raise awareness about refugee issues in

Washington, D.C.

ICE Flight Monitor in the press:
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https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2025/03/ice-flight-tracker-deportations/682226/
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El Paso Times – Why U.S. Sends Deportation Flights to Tapachula in

Southern Mexic

The booming business of Trump’s deportation flights – Financial

Times

Here’s What It Can Cost to Detain and Deport Just One Person –

Bloomberg

Trump’s Impact on International Migrants Day: ‘It Has Been One of

the Most Difficult Years, the Cruelest’ – El Pais

How Louisiana Built Trump’s Busiest ICE Deportation Hub – The

New York Times

The Rising Cost of ICE Flying Immigrants to Far-Flung Detention

Centers – Bloomberg

Trump’s Deportation Flights Increased in May, Data Shows – The

New York Times

The pace of Trump’s deportation flights is so far similar to Biden’s –

CNN Politics

The Retired J.P. Morgan Executive Tracking Trump’s Deportation

Flights – The Atlantic

Thomas Cartwright, from JP Morgan executive to ICE’s sole flight

tracker – EL PAÍS

Migrants Vanish Into Opaque ICE Detention System – The

Wallstreet Journal

Skip to content

Donate

4/7/26, 9:12 PM ICE Flight Monitor - Human Rights First

https://humanrightsfirst.org/ice-flight-monitor/ 5/6

https://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/immigration/2025/10/30/why-us-sends-deportation-flights-to-tapachula-in-southern-mexico/86824058007/
https://www.elpasotimes.com/story/news/immigration/2025/10/30/why-us-sends-deportation-flights-to-tapachula-in-southern-mexico/86824058007/
https://ig.ft.com/us-deportation-flights/
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https://www.bloomberg.com/
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/07/31/us/ice-deportation-hub-alexandria-louisiana.html
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