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Iran says it attacked US Navy ships after they targeted
Iranian tanker
US military says it intercepted and responded to ‘unprovoked’ Iranian attack, stressing that it
doesn’t seek escalation.
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Iran-US tensions escalate near Strait of Hormuz after reported tanker attack

By Al Jazeera Staff

7 May 2026

03:34

US-Israel war on Iran Live updates US blockade of the Strait of Hormuz Life in limbo How well do you know Ir

LIVE

Allow all Reject all Manage preferences

You rely on Al Jazeera for truth and transparency
We and our 1005 partners store and access personal data, like browsing data or unique identifiers, on your
device. Selecting Allow all enables tracking technologies to support the purposes shown under we and our
partners process data to provide. Selecting Reject all or withdrawing your consent will disable them. If trackers
are disabled, some content and ads you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this menu to
change your choices or withdraw consent at any time by clicking the Manage preferences link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website. For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy. To
learn more, please view our Cookie Policy.

We and our partners process data to provide:
Use precise geolocation data. Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store and/or access
information on a device. Personalised advertising and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.
List of Partners (vendors)

5/9/26, 9:58 PM Iran says it attacked US Navy ships after they targeted Iranian tanker | US-Israel war on Iran News | Al Jazeera

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/5/7/explosions-heard-in-iran-as-state-media-reports-clashes-with-us-navy 1/5

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/
https://www.aljazeera.com/tag/israel-iran-conflict/
https://www.aljazeera.com/author/al_jazeera_staff_150119130629458
https://www.aljazeera.com/author/al_jazeera_staff_150119130629458
https://www.aljazeera.com/tag/israel-iran-conflict/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2026/5/8/iran-war-live-trump-says-ceasefire-still-in-effect-as-iran-us-clash
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/4/24/how-long-can-iran-survive-the-uss-hormuz-blockade
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2026/4/29/life-in-limbo-how-iranians-navigate-a-state-of-no-war-no-peace
https://interactive.aljazeera.com/aje/2026/how-well-do-you-know-iran-map/index.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/
https://www.aljazeera.com/
https://www.aljazeera.com/
https://www.aljazeera.com/
https://www.aljazeera.com/video/live
https://www.aljazeera.com/account
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/cookie/
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/cookie/
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/cookie/
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/cookie/
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/cookie/
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/cookie/
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/cookie/
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/cookie/
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/cookie/
https://privacy.aljazeera.net/cookie/


The Iranian military has said it retaliated against United States Navy ships after US forces targeted
an oil tanker in Iran’s territorial waters, a major escalation that puts further strain on the fragile
truce between Washington and Tehran.

Iran’s Khatam al-Anbiya Central Headquarters added on Thursday that the US also violated the
ceasefire by carrying out air strikes on civilian areas, including Qeshm Island, “in cooperation
with some regional countries”, without identifying them.

RECOMMENDED STORIES

“The American aggressor, terrorist and bandit army, violating the ceasefire, targeted an Iranian oil
tanker,” the statement said.

The statement also claimed that the Iranian response caused “significant damage” to US ships.

“The criminal and aggressor America and its supporting countries should know that the Islamic
Republic of Iran, as powerfully as in the past, will give a crushing response to any aggression
without the slightest hesitation,” the Iranian military said.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) Navy said Iranian forces used “various types of
ballistic and antiship cruise missiles and destructive drones with high-explosive warheads” in
response to the US violations of the truce.

But the Central Command (CENTCOM) of the US military said it “intercepted unprovoked
Iranian attacks” and responded with “self-defence strikes”.

“No US assets were struck,” it said.
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CENTCOM added that it “does not seek escalation but remains positioned and ready to protect
American forces”.

The clashes represent the first military Iranian response to the US blockade of the country’s ports.
Over the past weeks, the US military has seized several Iranian vessels and ordered dozens more
to turn around.

The naval siege has been the spearhead of Trump’s pressure campaign against Iran since the
ceasefire came into effect last month.
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Several Iranian state-affiliated news outlets reported that blasts were heard at the ports of Qeshm
Island, Bandar Abbas and the southern coastal city of Minab.

Iran’s semiofficial news agency Tasnim also cited a senior source as saying that three US Navy
destroyers came under Iranian fire and fled towards the Gulf of Oman.

The skirmishes come amid reports that Washington and Tehran are in advanced talks to end the
war.

Earlier this week, US President Donald Trump ordered an operation to break Iran’s blockade on
Hormuz, leading to heightened tensions that pushed the ceasefire to the brink.

On Monday, the US said it shot down seven small Iranian drones, and Iran renewed its drone and
missile attacks against the United Arab Emirates.
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