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US launches new retaliatory strikes against ISIS in Syria after deadly ambush : NPR

The large-scale strikes, conducted by the U.S. alongside partner forces, occurred
around 12:30 p.m. ET, according to U.S. Central Command. The strikes hit multiple

Islamic State targets across Syria.

Saturday's strikes are part of a broader operation that is part of President Donald
Trump's response to the deadly ISIS attack that killed Sgt. Edgar Brian Torres-
Tovar, Sgt. William Nathaniel Howard, and Ayad Mansoor Sakat, the civilian

interpreter, in Palmyra last month.
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The Trump administration is calling the response to the Palmyra attacks
Operation Hawkeye Strike. Both Torres-Tovar and Howard were members of the
Iowa National Guard.

It launched Dec. 19 with another large-scale strike that hit 70 targets across
central Syria that had IS infrastructure and weapons.

The Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces has for years been the U.S.'s main
partner in the fight against IS in Syria, but since the ouster of former Syrian

President Bashar Assad in December 2024, Washington
roordinating with the central government in Damascus.
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the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

https://www.npr.org/2026/01/10/nx-s1-5673346/us-syria-isis-retaliatory-strikes
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