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AILSA CHANG, HOST:

There was an extraordinary scene in the Oval Office today - President Trump and
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy openly fighting about how to end
Russia's war in Ukraine.

(SOUNDBITE OF ARCHIVED RECORDING)

PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP: Your country's in big trouble.

PRESIDENT VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY: Can I answer?
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that Trump has said is a step towards the broader peace| deal that he's trying to
broker. But no deal was signed. The visit was cut short, lunch called off, a joint
press conference canceled, and Zelenskyy left the White|House. NPR White House

correspondent Asma Khalid joins us now with more. Hi, Asma.

ASMA KHALID, BYLINE: Hi, Ailsa.

\J

CHANG: OK, what happened exactly during this meeting
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KHALID: Well, this was, in theory, supposed to be the beginning of some sort of
peace deal as Trump had envisioned it. And it actually began as a rather warm
meeting. Trump praised Ukrainian fighters for being tough. And I will say, Ailsa, it
initially seemed liked this meeting was going just akin to sort of any diplomatic
meeting that Trump has had with a foreign leader in the Oval Office. But then,
near the end of a really lengthy question-and-answer session, things unraveled.

CHANG: Clearly.

KHALID: The cameras were rolling, and a contentious argument erupted between
rump and Zelenskyy. Vice President Vance then joined Into the back and forth,
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VELENSKYY: I'm very serious.
TRUMP: You're gambling...
VELENSKYY: I'm the president in a war.

RUMP: ..With the lives of millions of people.
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ZELENSKYY: You think...

TRUMP: You're gambling with World War III.
ZELENSKYY: What do you think about?
TRUMP: You're gambling with World War III.

ZELENSKYY: What are you thinking about?

FTRUMP: And what you're doing is very disrespectful to the country, this country...
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VANCE: ...And the president who's trying to save your country.

CHANG: Whoa. OK, Asma, can you just step back and explain what they were
righting about right there?

KHALID: So simply put, Ukraine has been pushing for sgcurity guarantees from
he United States to prevent Russia from coming back inl and seizing more
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territory if there is indeed a ceasefire. Trump has been reluctant to commit to

that. He feels the United States has already spent a lot of money on this foreign

war. And today, I mean, the leaders basically stated really fundamentally different

positions. Trump said the U.S. has been overly generous in helping Ukraine. And

Zelenskyy made it clear that he sees Ukraine's fight as an existential battle for the

survival of his nation.

CHANG: OK. Well, how did Vice President Vance suddenly get involved in this
conversation?
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CHANG: Wow, OK. Well, then after all of this shouting and lecturing, what

happened next?

KHALID: Well, the two men were supposed to have lunch. That did not happen.

They were then supposed to have a joint press conference. That also got canceled.
And then, of course, there is that mineral deal that was supposed to be signed. It

was not signed today. And, Ailsa, it is not clear when and if it will actually be

signed.
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And here at home in the United States, America's support for the war has been
divisive. Polling shows that a sizable number of Americans, particularly
Republicans, feel the U.S. has provided too much money to Ukraine. Ailsa, I will
say in closing though, if today was intended to kick off some road to peace, it
certainly seems like the moment for that to happen, at this moment, it seems like
that goal is shattered.

CHANG: That is NPR's Asma Khalid. Thank you so much, Asma.

KHALID: Good to speak with you.
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