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As that hearing got underway, Sooknanan announced she had just issued a broader
temporary restraining order blocking any deportations of unaccompanied children
from Guatemala and in U.S. custody who did not have a deportation order. She
instructed Drew Ensign, the Justice Department lawyer representing the Trump

administration, to quickly inform officials they had to halt their deportation plans.

Ensign acknowledged deportation planes had been prepared to take off on Sunday,
but said they were all "on the ground" and still on U.S. soil. He said he believed one
plane had taken off earlier but had come back.

At the request of Sooknanan, Ensign said he confirmed that the children on the
planes would be deplaned and returned to the custody of the Department of Health
and Human Services, which is responsible for caring for migrant minors who enter

the U.S. without authorization and without their parents or legal guardians.
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"execute a plan to remove these children" in the "wee hours" of a holiday weekend.
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