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ISTANBUL — There's an old Persian phrase about a particular place in the city of
Isfahan — the famed Nagsh-e Jahan Square.

"The sort of nickname for it is nesf-e-jahdn, which means 'half the world.' So what
they meant by that, that if you saw Nagsh-e Jahan, you had seen half the world
already,' explains Katayoun Shahandeh, a lecturer at the School of Oriental and
African Studies in London. "That was how fabulous Naqgsh-e Jahan was supposed
to be."

Shahandeh, who is Iranian, has studied Isfahan's treasur¢s for years: its stunning
blue and turquoise tiling and arched Islamic architecturg, much of it crafted by

berst98 lg'ﬁacg?ﬁ?&*ighsgﬂ??&r Tﬁifhgll%iﬁqeﬁnd 17th centurjes, during the height of
the Bgfand dudd@istyparoibdend gecferrartochl tatg, the Persjan empire.
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Jahan] is probably one of the most important sites in the|lslamic era,' says
Shahandeh.

his and other Iranian sites which Shahandeh has studied have been damaged
since the U.S. and Israel began jointly striking Iran last month.

UNESCO, the United Nations body that protects scientific and cultural sites, says
t has documented at least four historic sites damaged by shockwaves from a
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"You know, we sometimes even compare it with the Vers
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ailles Palace in France,'

the director of UNESCO's world heritage center, Lazare Eloundou Assomo, said

this month.

UNESCO says it has also "communicated to all parties concerned the geographical
coordinates of sites on the World Heritage List as well as those of national

significance, to avoid any potential damage."

Under international law, all countries must distinguish between military and

But Conltit €ansenfody Sheng@sbimGhoikem minimize civi

empheAsing datapidratesdeftidiega gemeendevineiteleetiflict wi
Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

ﬁ) oses sho n un er we and our partners ocess ata to
nt @ ﬂgemeﬁg have been pelpln
provi e Se ectlng ejec or withdrawing your conse t WI|.

Dnegou see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this
menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

byslicking the Cogkie Setti
Any gbcs'%r'ln Bt FeHE T

lmka_rl\ .the bottem, of
the webpage. Your ch0|ces wi

is conflict with
e effect within our Website.

Pattgy rksten htht El{l,,emerita &fessor of law at

ing “Accept All,” you agree € Use of cooKies, simi

Wworksvies frerbatce udt rifWingy tsfgrindarih gseimesrshsrar.

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

S rowde soual media fe s, and anal ze NP
Rule Pffs ,H_é) t are est %tﬂ (11 Ci] rac 1ce, Rhe says.
tra orma ion Is share W|t social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.
'"This is what you can or cannot do, all of which is alread

and/or access information device. Personalised advertising

hSpe6tcaitéheaWarniGingaes Aatrail96e Manichutneesporat

hutomatically incorporated into U.S. domestic law."

A weeks-long internet and telecommunications blackout

country's most cherished cultural sites.

https://www.npr.org/2026/03/19/nx-s1-5748554/iran-cultural-heritage-damage-war-isfa

civilian sites and minimize damage to cultural sites during military conflicts.

ian damage are Defense

Secigéary ResHegsrthademarksLapdroihisamanth, when he said the U.S. would

th Iran.

8 military forces in

conflighromes likealkad andidAfghanistadydistinduigh cultyral sites from military

Iran could put cultural

and giviliadypfia SErGLWie ;art\,gg@fag@gyrlsk of U.S. and Israeli bombardment, warns
eprlcag 's DePaul University who

serw&asm@e@se&me@;&, Srempities®iddie Blwe Shield International, which

vy incorporated into law in

the Wnlta cid St artgsa.r ts eersegp?gfnss? dg t¥1 pr'{ﬁwdo'f engagement are not law per se,
but f‘ﬁ"é}f’f%sffe{‘s‘@d ??rf'ﬁfﬁ‘i%fﬂfé T EHTTHIANCHAE of Military Justice, other

s several aspects of

ntefFrEAGRATd A6V icHIRHOPRS United States has ratified and is therefore

imposed by Iran's

sovernment is also complicating efforts to document and verify damage to the

han

6/18


https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/unesco-expresses-concern-over-protection-cultural-heritage-sites-amidst-escalating-violence-middle
https://www.war.gov/News/Transcripts/Transcript/Article/4418959/secretary-of-war-pete-hegseth-and-chairman-of-the-joint-chiefs-of-staff-gen-dan/
https://www.depaul.edu/faculty/patty-gerstenblith
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/10/nx-s1-5741730/in-iran-sending-a-message-outside-the-country-is-a-dangerous-task
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/26/nx-s1-5684190/news-iran-protests-internet
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/26/nx-s1-5684190/news-iran-protests-internet

4/8/26, 5:42 AM

Iran's cultural heritage sites damaged by U.S. and Israeli strikes : NPR

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

raqAGerstdiifhhrlessaakipgdeeineadisn tervapytitke hers wer

urposes shown under we and our partners process datato .
and 10 i n% %:o rcpkaeo %alca .§Ftes ?flrouug sa elhtﬁ imag
provide.‘Selecting Reject or withdrawing yout consent wi

ncludbng Han et daksand JABLE ke bladming p1gembarg
he MiddéenBarttfesrad safevant teocks'befareepulbicthslease.
mak®s it tﬁé’&%l‘f%ﬂ%éb%%%fé o O TSN A A 400 reg
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

Hovkdonpraligtsrnag.pidhe famgsgeig, Iran's cultural legad

A By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
There is this, vou kno [ the same time, this anger anq
et‘rac ing’ and orageI%ecWho%ogles, an% |n?orma Igna ou?’y r

peophestnglizecSCASPSEritatizededsseefetemMNEB sthe thousar

sponsors, provide social media features, and.analyze NPR’s .
fempripirgtors huflan HERLs LAARIZENONS Say Were kil
OrCesoRdaring antiygaverapent.rrtesiseatkigrothissyear,
Fiviligns kifled in joint -5: and Jgaeli stikese:

tivel scan device.charaateristics for identification: S .
But AN PN i ?ay?, e ﬁ&\géﬁgﬁ%“?ﬂf@f%. "9fe Irani

and/or access information on a device onalised advertising

research and services development.

iran cultural heritage

N pEeieig eadlcirus iehtarshengbul daacei sty and the 2003 U.S. invasion of

e able to monitor damage
ery. But now, companies
oing satellite imagery of
Gerstenblith says this

| time.

y is dividing Iranians.

] rage that why should

buildinigs maiteicaene iewihg werdgthrandhredieesned, all these children, all these

1ds of Iranian
d by Iranian security
and more recently, the

an people and our

neritageoanatoaivatiag end Ve théag isreat ghdidncehis crossfire.”

https://www.npr.org/2026/03/19/nx-s1-5748554/iran-cultural-heritage-damage-war-isfahan

7/18


https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2026/03/11/satellite-images-middle-east-iran/
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/27/nx-s1-5724974/iran-continues-crackdown-on-anti-government-protesters-despite-trumps-threat
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/27/nx-s1-5724974/iran-continues-crackdown-on-anti-government-protesters-despite-trumps-threat
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/14/nx-s1-5746623/iran-war-cost-deaths
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/14/nx-s1-5746623/iran-war-cost-deaths
https://www.npr.org/tags/126916110/iran
https://www.npr.org/tags/567445261/cultural-heritage

4/8/26, 5:42 AM Iran's cultural heritage sites damaged by U.S. and Israeli strikes : NPR

=

Get news alerts

Stay on top of the latest stories and developments.

Email address

See more subscription options

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices
By subscribing, you acknowledge and agree to NPR's Terms of Us¢ and Privacy Policy.

We and our 483f5aFieirsegrs airinsctubs prit sgAsautH) vikg NPR station. See Details.
browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting
Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the
purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

isable them. If tra re disabled, some content and ads
Mbre $¥SIEEFro AT NBR

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT
U.S. and Iran agree to 2-week ceasefire, suspending Trump's threat to annihilate Iran

https://www.npr.org/2026/03/19/nx-s1-5748554/iran-cultural-heritage-damage-war-isfahan 8/18


https://www.npr.org/newsletters/?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAwtSKqwP0gwoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbW5wbWZlam9sOTB5aHBrMBoMRVhWNUQ2U0VOMEVTIiUxODA3cGxnMGJjLTAwMDAzN2JiamoyMGg4cmh2cTh0MjdmbzhzKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVQNExCVEczN05JTjQ3NDABOgxPVE5TSlVFREQ2STNCDU9UVjZRSlpaTkcwUVFSEnYthADwGXhhdHZrbHN6Wg8xMzUuMTgxLjIzMS4yMThiA2RsbWix-NzOBnBkeAQ
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAwtSKqwP0gwoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbW5wbWZlam9sOTB5aHBrMBoMRVhWNUQ2U0VOMEVTIiUxODA3cGxnMGJjLTAwMDAzN2JiamoyMGg4cmh2cTh0MjdmbzhzKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVQNExCVEczN05JTjQ3NDABOgxPVE5TSlVFREQ2STNCDU9UVjZRSlpaTkcwUVFSEnYthADwGXhhdHZrbHN6Wg8xMzUuMTgxLjIzMS4yMThiA2RsbWix-NzOBnBkeAQ
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAwtSKqwP0gwoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbW5wbWZlam9sOTB5aHBrMBoMRVhWNUQ2U0VOMEVTIiUxODA3cGxnMGJjLTAwMDAzN2JiamoyMGg4cmh2cTh0MjdmbzhzKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVQNExCVEczN05JTjQ3NDABOgxPVE5TSlVFREQ2STNCDU9UVjZRSlpaTkcwUVFSEnYthADwGXhhdHZrbHN6Wg8xMzUuMTgxLjIzMS4yMThiA2RsbWix-NzOBnBkeAQ
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAwtSKqwP0gwoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbW5wbWZlam9sOTB5aHBrMBoMRVhWNUQ2U0VOMEVTIiUxODA3cGxnMGJjLTAwMDAzN2JiamoyMGg4cmh2cTh0MjdmbzhzKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVQNExCVEczN05JTjQ3NDABOgxPVE5TSlVFREQ2STNCDU9UVjZRSlpaTkcwUVFSEnYthADwGXhhdHZrbHN6Wg8xMzUuMTgxLjIzMS4yMThiA2RsbWix-NzOBnBkeAQ#disclosure
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/series/1205445976/middle-east-crisis
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates

4/8/26, 5:42 AM Iran's cultural heritage sites damaged by U.S. and Israeli strikes : NPR
LK
KRN
KA KXY
# -H' KKXY

+c

dCess persoft
our device
pport
Qess dal

consg :

' . T * t ::.' i !
MI(D D L¥CE ASSTaw Nt 1iegs relevant to you. You can resurface this

T umg‘%’lﬁ?&‘t‘@g NS WENBWF&WP%WE‘F'B&MS and bridges

clicking the Cookie Settlngs & Opt Out link on bottom of

W|l
ur P y P

’.cshno O

l _LC_)HT\V-IQWIH M

sonalize
Medl '-r"

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT
Iran rejects a U.S. ceasefire plan as Trump again threatens to bomb its infrastructure

https://www.npr.org/2026/03/19/nx-s1-5748554/iran-cultural-heritage-damage-war-isfahan



https://www.npr.org/2026/04/06/nx-s1-5775669/trump-iran-war-deadline-press-conference
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/06/nx-s1-5775669/trump-iran-war-deadline-press-conference
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/06/nx-s1-5775669/trump-iran-war-deadline-press-conference
https://www.npr.org/series/1205445976/middle-east-crisis
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/06/nx-s1-5775669/trump-iran-war-deadline-press-conference
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/06/nx-s1-5775383/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/06/nx-s1-5775383/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/06/nx-s1-5775383/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/series/1205445976/middle-east-crisis
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/06/nx-s1-5775383/iran-war-updates

4/8/26, 5:42 AM Iran's cultural heritage sites damaged by U.S. and Israeli strikes : NPR

LeB¥ABR, AibTFe tHAR 50 8 dide hare Biee A killEd by |Israel. Some say they're

%icking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
ta rgete

e webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.
ilsarafer to our Privacy Policy.

a
MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT
Trump unleashes curse-filled social media rant at Iran after U.S. rescues colonel

https://www.npr.org/2026/03/19/nx-s1-5748554/iran-cultural-heritage-damage-war-isfahan



https://www.npr.org/2026/04/05/nx-s1-5763606/lebanon-medics-killed-targeted-israel
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/05/nx-s1-5763606/lebanon-medics-killed-targeted-israel
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/05/nx-s1-5763606/lebanon-medics-killed-targeted-israel
https://www.npr.org/series/1205445976/middle-east-crisis
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/05/nx-s1-5763606/lebanon-medics-killed-targeted-israel
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/05/nx-s1-5763606/lebanon-medics-killed-targeted-israel
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/05/nx-s1-5774368/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/05/nx-s1-5774368/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/05/nx-s1-5774368/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/series/1205445976/middle-east-crisis
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/05/nx-s1-5774368/iran-war-updates

4/8/26, 5:42 AM

-

Pg

an WAP e EEPLRY B Week UE ptitarg s

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.
For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

)pular on NPR.org

85PHEE for o

owned jet crew member

https://www.npr.org/2026/03/19/nx-s1-5748554/iran-cultural-heritage-damage-war-isfahan

11/18


https://www.npr.org/2026/04/04/nx-s1-5773436/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/04/nx-s1-5773436/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/04/nx-s1-5773436/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/series/1205445976/middle-east-crisis
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/04/nx-s1-5773436/iran-war-updates

4/8/26, 5:42 AM Iran's cultural heritage sites damaged by U.S. and Israeli strikes : NPR

SPIACEYou see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

The APERMISTIE R SAW P E B TR ERTB A ARVER°seen| before. Here's what they said

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

your viewing, liste
nt, personalize
ocial media feg

»
i&rzis af
analytic stherl

and our part

C <

ively scan device charact@sls
Ad/or access information on a'devigels
ontent, advertising and corntgit
arch and services developmen

b -

TECHNOLOGY
ICE acknowledges it is using powerful spyware

https://www.npr.org/2026/03/19/nx-s1-5748554/iran-cultural-heritage-damage-war-isfahan



https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/sections/space/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/sections/technology/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy

4/8/26, 5:42 AM Iran's cultural heritage sites damaged by U.S. and Israeli strikes : NPR

THE PIXOPYREMNA M9 be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

P otd%e']‘mﬁl“?%elé%é?ﬁ?%‘f*’H%‘%@W’P&?ﬁt AN Flyby
by clicking the Cookie Settlngs & Opt Out link on the bottom of
t ;ﬁ ,f ge. Your ghpice have effect within our Webmp

rl i“ dEtails, refd to |va Policy. a
L7 £E5F ' /

i thy tlse, .

Telehealth abortion will remain available for now, after a federal judge's ruling
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