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SCOTT SIMON, HOST:

Ahead of hurricane season, the National Weather Service is reeling from DOGE's cuts : NPR

The Atlantic hurricane season begins on June 1, and government forecasters
predict it may be even worse than usual. It's already been a bad year for

tornadoes. Severe storms and tornadoes last week killed more than two dozen
people in Kentucky, Missouri and Virginia. The National Weather Service, which is

charged with tracking storms and warning the public, is short-staffed after more
than 500 workers were cut by the administration's Department of Government

Efficiency or left on their own.
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SIMON: We mentioned the deadly storms last weekend.
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on the overnight shift at the Jackson, Kentucky National
What they did was the day before, they actually had to p
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Weather Service office.
lan ahead of time to make

sure that they had people come into the office. So it's pretty much like an all-

hands-on-deck type of mentality. That's how the National Weather Service
operates. I remember it throughout my 30-year career. You know, it's basically

similar to emergency response, firefighters, medical community, the media, where

you are ready to go.

SIMON: Well, with respect for those conscientious public servants who did the job

that was necessary, could that also be an argument that
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LAMARRE: I don't because, again, I - being one of them for over three decades,
failure is not an option. You know, I know that's a popular phrase. I've heard it in
NASA. It is one that is used by the National Weather Service, but again, it's not
sustainable for the long term. And when you have 122 offices and many of them
are short-staffed - eight of them are critically short-staffed - that right there is a
recipe for disaster when you look at the long-range forecast. So again,
meteorologists like to forecast the weather. I think we're talking today about
forecasting the future of the National Weather Service, and there needs to be a

high priority on funding and staffing.
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