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Trump firings cause chaos at agency responsible for
America's nuclear weapons

FEBRUARY 14, 2025 · 8:05 PM ET

Geoff Brumfiel

Members of the Nuclear Emergency Support Team training for a radiological contamination scenario.

National Nuclear Security Administration

Scenes of confusion and chaos unfolded over the last two days at the civilian
agency that oversees the nation's nuclear weapons stockpile, as the Trump
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administration's mass firings were carried out before being "paused" on Friday.

This account of firings at the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) is
based on interviews with several current and former NNSA employees who asked
to remain anonymous, fearing retribution from the Trump administration.

Officials were given hours to fire hundreds of employees, and workers were shut
out of email as termination notices arrived. The terminations were part of a
broader group of dismissals at the Department of Energy, where reportedly more
than a thousand federal workers were terminated. It was all a result of Elon
Musk's Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) initiative to slash the federal
workforce and what Musk and President Trump characterize as excessive
government spending.

The NNSA is a semi-autonomous agency within the Department of Energy that
oversees the U.S. stockpile of thousands of nuclear weapons. Despite having the
words "National" and "Security" in its title, it was not getting an exemption for
national security, managers at the agency were told last Friday, according to an
employee at NNSA who asked not to be named, fearing retribution from the
Trump administration. Just days before, officials in leadership had scrambled to
write descriptions for the roughly 300 probationary employees at the agency who
had joined the federal workforce less than two years ago.

PUBLIC HEALTH
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Managers were given just 200 characters to explain why the jobs these workers
did mattered.

It was a tall order for the relatively obscure civilian agency that conducts a wide
variety of nuclear security missions, including servicing the nation's nuclear
weapons when they're not on missiles and bombers, and making extensive safety
and security upgrades of the warheads. Some workers were responsible for
making sure emergency response plans were in place at sites like a giant facility
in Texas, where thousands of dismantled warheads are stored. Others worked to
prevent terrorists and rogue nations from acquiring weapons-grade plutonium or
uranium. Many had "Q" clearances, the highest level security clearance at the
Department of Energy.

The Department of Energy's press office did not respond to repeated requests by
NPR for comment.

In the final days leading up to the firings, managers drew up lists of essential
workers and pleaded to keep them.

Staff at CDC and NIH are reeling as Trump administration cuts workforce
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In the end, it didn't matter. On Thursday, officials were told that the vast majority
of the exemptions they had asked for were denied by the Trump administration.
Multiple current and former employees at the agency told NPR that scores of
people were notified verbally they were fired. Many had to clear out their desks
on the spot. "It broke my heart," says one employee who was among those who left
the agency's Washington, D.C., headquarters.

Two employees from the National Nuclear Security Administration use gamma detectors to test the outside of a

container of highly-enriched uranium for surface contamination at the Charleston Weapons Station near Goose

Creek, S.C. on March 19, 2010.

Mic Smith/AP

But what followed was even more confusing. Employees were told they would
receive a letter confirming their termination.

POLITICS

A federal worker tried to take Trump's 'Fork' resignation offer. Here's what
happened
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Some did, a letter seen by NPR came late at night, and minutes later their work
email ceased to function. "Per OPM [Office of Personnel Management]
instructions, DOE finds that your further employment would not be in the public
interest," it read in part. The text matched other letters seen by NPR that were
sent to employees throughout the Department of Energy. The NNSA termination
letter did not appear to make any specific reference to the highly-classified
nuclear mission conducted by the agency.

But others at the agency who were told they were terminated never received
written notification.

Amid the confusion, employees reached by NPR on Friday were unsure whether
they still worked at the agency. "Nobody knows if they're fired or not," said an
employee. Two employees still had work laptops and equipment. The laptops did
not contain any classified information.
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More Stories From NPR

On Friday, an employee still at NNSA told NPR that the firings are now "paused,"
in part because of the chaotic way in which they unfolded. Another employee had
been contacted and told that their termination had been "rescinded." But some
worried the damage had already been done. Nuclear security is highly specialized,
high-pressure work, but it's not particularly well paid, one employee told NPR.
Given what's unfolded over the past 24 hours, "why would anybody want to take
these jobs?" they asked.

trump nuclear weapons
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U.S. and Iran agree to 2-week ceasefire, suspending Trump's threat to annihilate Iran

POP CULTURE HAPPY HOUR

The embarrassing truth of dating men : Pop Culture Happy Hour

TECHNOLOGY

ICE acknowledges it is using powerful spyware

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 4:51 AM Trump firings cause chaos at agency responsible for America’s nuclear weapons : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/14/nx-s1-5298190/nuclear-agency-trump-firings-nnsa 7/16

https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/08/nx-s1-5662522/the-embarrassing-truth-of-dating-men
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/08/nx-s1-5662522/the-embarrassing-truth-of-dating-men
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/08/nx-s1-5662522/the-embarrassing-truth-of-dating-men
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510282/pop-culture-happy-hour
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/08/nx-s1-5662522/the-embarrassing-truth-of-dating-men
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/sections/technology/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy


NATIONAL

Airport cleared to be renamed for Trump as he unveils design for skyscraper library

SPACE

The Artemis II crew saw parts of the moon never seen before. Here's what they said

STATE OF THE WORLD FROM NPR

Is the U.S. threatening to commit war crimes in Iran? : State of the World from NPR

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 4:51 AM Trump firings cause chaos at agency responsible for America’s nuclear weapons : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/14/nx-s1-5298190/nuclear-agency-trump-firings-nnsa 8/16

https://www.npr.org/2026/03/31/g-s1-115915/airport-renamed-trump
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/31/g-s1-115915/airport-renamed-trump
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/31/g-s1-115915/airport-renamed-trump
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/31/g-s1-115915/airport-renamed-trump
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/sections/space/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/01/nx-s1-5770548/is-the-u-s-threatening-to-commit-war-crimes-in-iran
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/01/nx-s1-5770548/is-the-u-s-threatening-to-commit-war-crimes-in-iran
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/01/nx-s1-5770548/is-the-u-s-threatening-to-commit-war-crimes-in-iran
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510366/state-of-the-world
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/01/nx-s1-5770548/is-the-u-s-threatening-to-commit-war-crimes-in-iran


Popular on NPR.org

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

U.S. and Iran agree to 2-week ceasefire, suspending Trump's threat to annihilate Iran

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 4:51 AM Trump firings cause chaos at agency responsible for America’s nuclear weapons : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/14/nx-s1-5298190/nuclear-agency-trump-firings-nnsa 9/16

https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/series/1205445976/middle-east-crisis
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates


SPACE

The Artemis II crew saw parts of the moon never seen before. Here's what they said

TECHNOLOGY

ICE acknowledges it is using powerful spyware

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 4:51 AM Trump firings cause chaos at agency responsible for America’s nuclear weapons : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/14/nx-s1-5298190/nuclear-agency-trump-firings-nnsa 10/16

https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/sections/space/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/sections/technology/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy


THE PICTURE SHOW

Photos: NASA releases first images from moon flyby

ASIA

Australia charges ex‑soldier with 5 war‑crime murders in Afghanistan

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 4:51 AM Trump firings cause chaos at agency responsible for America’s nuclear weapons : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/14/nx-s1-5298190/nuclear-agency-trump-firings-nnsa 11/16

https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116644/australia-charges-ex-soldier-with-5-war-crime-murders-in-afghanistan
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116644/australia-charges-ex-soldier-with-5-war-crime-murders-in-afghanistan
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116644/australia-charges-ex-soldier-with-5-war-crime-murders-in-afghanistan
https://www.npr.org/sections/asia/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116644/australia-charges-ex-soldier-with-5-war-crime-murders-in-afghanistan


PLANET MONEY NEWSLETTER

How Bill Phillips used flowing water to model the economy

NPR Editors' Picks

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 4:51 AM Trump firings cause chaos at agency responsible for America’s nuclear weapons : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/14/nx-s1-5298190/nuclear-agency-trump-firings-nnsa 12/16

https://www.npr.org/sections/planet-money/2026/04/07/g-s1-116575/how-bill-phillips-used-flowing-water-to-model-the-economy
https://www.npr.org/sections/planet-money/2026/04/07/g-s1-116575/how-bill-phillips-used-flowing-water-to-model-the-economy
https://www.npr.org/sections/planet-money/2026/04/07/g-s1-116575/how-bill-phillips-used-flowing-water-to-model-the-economy
https://www.npr.org/planet-money-newsletter
https://www.npr.org/sections/planet-money/2026/04/07/g-s1-116575/how-bill-phillips-used-flowing-water-to-model-the-economy
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776646/ye-kanye-west-travel-ban-uk-wireless
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776646/ye-kanye-west-travel-ban-uk-wireless
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776646/ye-kanye-west-travel-ban-uk-wireless


MUSIC

U.K. issues Ye travel ban over antisemitism, leading to festival cancellation

TELEVISION

Now cancer-free, 'Roastmaster' comic Jeff Ross still finds humor in loss

SPACE

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 4:51 AM Trump firings cause chaos at agency responsible for America’s nuclear weapons : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/14/nx-s1-5298190/nuclear-agency-trump-firings-nnsa 13/16

https://www.npr.org/music
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776646/ye-kanye-west-travel-ban-uk-wireless
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775758/jeff-ross-roastmaster-take-a-banana-for-the-ride
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775758/jeff-ross-roastmaster-take-a-banana-for-the-ride
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775758/jeff-ross-roastmaster-take-a-banana-for-the-ride
https://www.npr.org/sections/television/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775758/jeff-ross-roastmaster-take-a-banana-for-the-ride
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman
https://www.npr.org/sections/space/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman


Astronauts suggest naming a moon crater 'Carroll' after their commander's late wife

BUSINESS

Drive slower, go electric, don't drive at all? Americans weigh options for saving gas

ECONOMY

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 4:51 AM Trump firings cause chaos at agency responsible for America’s nuclear weapons : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/14/nx-s1-5298190/nuclear-agency-trump-firings-nnsa 14/16

https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/sections/business/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5773196/helium-aluminum-mortgages-cost-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5773196/helium-aluminum-mortgages-cost-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5773196/helium-aluminum-mortgages-cost-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/sections/economy/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5773196/helium-aluminum-mortgages-cost-iran-war


Beer cans, helium balloons and mortgages: An unexpected mix of things affected by
war

ASIA

Taiwan's opposition leader arrives in China for a 'Journey of Peace'

READ & LISTEN

Home

News

Culture

Music

Podcasts & Shows

CONNECT

Newsletters

Facebook

Instagram

Press

Public Editor

Corrections

Transcripts

Contact & Help

ABOUT NPR GET INVOLVED

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 4:51 AM Trump firings cause chaos at agency responsible for America’s nuclear weapons : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/14/nx-s1-5298190/nuclear-agency-trump-firings-nnsa 15/16

https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5773196/helium-aluminum-mortgages-cost-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5773196/helium-aluminum-mortgages-cost-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776401/taiwan-opposition-arrives-china
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776401/taiwan-opposition-arrives-china
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776401/taiwan-opposition-arrives-china
https://www.npr.org/sections/asia/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776401/taiwan-opposition-arrives-china
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/news/
https://www.npr.org/sections/culture/
https://www.npr.org/music/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts-and-shows
https://www.npr.org/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/NPR/
https://www.instagram.com/npr/
https://www.npr.org/series/750003/press-room/
https://www.npr.org/sections/publiceditor/
https://www.npr.org/corrections/
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/
https://help.npr.org/contact/s/


Overview

Diversity

NPR Network

Accessibility

Ethics

Finances

Support Public Radio

Sponsor NPR

NPR Careers

NPR Shop

NPR Extra

terms of use

privacy

your privacy choices

text only

© 2026 npr

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 4:51 AM Trump firings cause chaos at agency responsible for America’s nuclear weapons : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/02/14/nx-s1-5298190/nuclear-agency-trump-firings-nnsa 16/16

https://www.npr.org/about/
https://www.npr.org/diversity/
https://www.npr.org/network/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/1136563345/accessibility
https://www.npr.org/ethics/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/178660742/public-radio-finances
https://www.npr.org/support/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/186948703/corporate-sponsorship
https://www.npr.org/careers/
https://shopnpr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/npr-extra/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy#yourchoices
https://text.npr.org/

