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administration's mass firings were carried out before being "paused” on Friday.

This account of firings at the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) is

based on interviews with several current and former NNSA employees who asked

to remain anonymous, fearing retribution from the Trump administration.

Officials were given hours to fire hundreds of employees, and workers were shut

out of email as termination notices arrived. The terminations were part of a

broader group of dismissals at the Department of Energy, where reportedly more
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Staff at CDC and NIH are reeling as Trump administration cuts workforce

Managers were given just 200 characters to explain why the jobs these workers

did mattered.
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In the end, it didn't matter. On Thursday, officials were told that the vast majority
of the exemptions they had asked for were denied by the Trump administration.
Multiple current and former employees at the agency told NPR that scores of

people were notified verbally they were fired. Many had to clear out their desks
on the spot. "It broke my heart," says one employee who was among those who left

the agency's Washington, D.C., headquarters.
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On Friday, an employee still at NNSA told NPR that the firings are now "paused,’
in part because of the chaotic way in which they unfolded. Another employee had
been contacted and told that their termination had been "rescinded." But some
worried the damage had already been done. Nuclear security is highly specialized,
high-pressure work, but it's not particularly well paid, one employee told NPR.
Given what's unfolded over the past 24 hours, "why would anybody want to take
these jobs?" they asked.
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