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Overview Documents Press

In February 2025, El Salvador and the United States secretly finalized an agreement

under which El Salvador would accept people transferred from the US to indefinite,
incommunicado detention at Salvadoran prisons infamous for widespread human
rights violations, including the Terrorism Confinement Center, known as CECOT.

The enforced disappearance and torture of immigrants by a third country at the
behest of a deporting country is the latest chilling development in externalization of
migration control, whereby border security measures of a migration-receiving
country are outsourced to another country.

This submission to the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of
Migrants documents how El Salvador has imprisoned in CECOT approximately 288
people transferred by the US, including Venezuelan nationals deported under the
Alien Enemies Act, an 18th century US law used to remove people without a trial on
mere allegations of gang membership.

To date, El Salvador has not provided legal justification for the imprisonment of
people transferred from the United States, nor any official confirmation regarding
detained peoples’ location, condition, or legal status. Testimonies from survivors of
confinement at CECOT describe prolonged periods of confinement without access
to light, basic hygiene, or food. They also recount being subjected to tear gas, hung
by their wrists, and forced to perform punitive exercises by prison guards.
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What solutions exist?

This submission recommends that the United Nations take a forceful stance against
externalization through secret agreements to disappear and torture immigrants.

It urges the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants to identify and
condemn human rights abuses perpetrated by the United States and El Salvador
pursuant to their externalization agreement; issue communications to El Salvador
and the United States mandating that people detained at CECOT be released and
returned to the US or to another country consistent with international human rights
obligations and to refrain from transferring and imprisoning more people; and to
rrge the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to communicate with the
states of El Salvador and the United States to uphold their binding commitments to
the protection of human rights as contained in the American Declaration of the
Rights and Duties of Man.
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Sign up to our mailing list for updates on immigration and migrant rights in the U.S.
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Boston University School of Law

Boston University School of Law International Human Rights Clinic

Boston University School of Law offers the International Human Rights Clinic to law students
interested in working for global and regional human rights while representing non-governmental
organizations and group clients from all parts of the world. Students learn about treaties, policies,
and other legal mechanisms for implementing and enforcing international human rights and
humanitarian law.

bu.edu/law
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Center for Gender & Refugee Studies (CGRS)

The Center for Gender & Refugee Studies defends the human rights of courageous refugees
seeking asylum in the United States. With strategic focus and unparalleled legal expertise, CGRS
champions the most challenging cases, fights for due process, and promotes policies that deliver
safety and justice for refugees.

cgrs.uclawsf.edu
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Global Strategic Litigation Council (GSLC)

Founded in 2021, the Global Strategic Litigation Council unites civil society to advance the rights
of displaced communities through impactful strategic litigation and advocacy. It supports a
growing coalition of over 550 refugee and migrant leaders, lawyers, NGOs, advocates and
academics across the world.

global-council.org
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Please give now. Your contribution will make a difference in the critical effort to
achieve equal rights for all.

Choose a frequency and amount to donate:
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