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The 59 Afrikaners, descendants of mainly Dutch colonists, underwent expedited

reviews that took months, were brought to the U.S. on a government-chartered
flight, and were greeted at Dulles International Airport by federal officials — all

unconventional steps for the refugee resettlement progra
to process.
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Among his first executive actions, Trump temporarily paused the refugee
resettlement program. Various agencies including the State Department have also
paused disbursing funding for critical services such as the home, job and school
assistance the Afrikaners are poised to receive.

The pause sent the refugee resettlement agencies into turmoil as refugees already
cleared to arrive in the U.S. received notice their flights had been cancelled.

Among those left in limbo were Afghans who worked with the U.S. military, a

move that some Republicans have criticized. Judges have ordered the government
[0 at least resume the refugee program for those who hagd already been approved
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'Some of the criteria are making sure that refugees did not pose any challenge to
pur national security and that they could be assimilated |easily into our country,'
ne said about the decision to let in Afrikaners.

Episcopal Church ends refugee partnership

he Episcopal Church on Monday announced it would terminate its partnership

with the government to resettle FPF]IgPPQ’ citing moral opposition to resettling
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white Afrikaners.

Episcopal Migration Ministries said it had been notified by the federal government
that it was expected to resettle some of the refugees.

"It has been painful to watch one group of refugees, selected in a highly unusual
manner, receive preferential treatment over many others who have been waiting in
refugee camps or dangerous conditions for years,' wrote Most Rev. Sean Rowe, the
presiding bishop of the church, adding that others including the Afghans and
Christians fleeing persecution have been denied refuge.
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Australia charges ex-soldier with 5 war-crime murders in Afghanistan
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