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U.S. President Donald Trump speaks to reporters before boarding Air Force One at Palm Beach International Airport on March 23, 2026 in West
Palm Beach, Florida./ (Photo by Roberto Schmidt/Getty Images)
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WASHINGTON – Independent journalist Georgia Fort filmed federal agents outside of her home on Jan. 30.
They were coming to arrest her in connection with reporting and filming at an anti-ICE protest in

Minneapolis, Minn., almost two weeks prior.

“I don’t feel like I have my First Amendment right as a member of the press,” said Fort in video footage

shared with CNN.

She added that “it’s hard to understand how we have a Constitution, constitutional rights, when you can just
be arrested for being a member of the press.”

Don Lemon, a former CNN host, was arrested in late January in connection with the same protest. Junn
Bollman, an independent photographer, was also arrested in Los Angeles on Feb. 27, according to reporting by

the Committee to Protect Journalists.

Arresting journalists escalated the Trump administration’s consistent attacks against the media. Experts warn
that these attacks could have a chilling effect on the press, which the public relies on for information and to

hold government officials accountable.

“You need the press to find out about your neighbors being abducted if it doesn't happen in front of your eyes,

and it usually won't happen in front of your eyes,” said Seth Stern, chief of advocacy at the Freedom of the

Press Foundation. “Whatever it is that you are most concerned about and that you want to resist during this
administration, you know you're going to need a free press to give you the information you need in order to

advocate effectively for your priorities.”

THE PRESIDENT AND THE PRESS

The executive branch needs some amount of secrecy, which means the president and the press have “always

been at odds with each other,” said Matt Carlson, professor at the University of Minnesota’s Hubbard School
of Journalism and Mass Communication.

“Journalists' job is to bring all these things into the public eye,” said Carlson. “Even presidents who seem
supportive of the press are always unhappy when what they're doing is reported into everyone's living rooms

or everyone's computers or everyone's newspapers.”

Historian Harold Hozner said Trump is not the first president to criticize the media.

“The first president who talked about fake news was the first president, George Washington,” Hozner said.
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Other presidents, including Abraham Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson, and Franklin Delano Roosevelt, attempted to

limit the freedom of the press. However, Hozner noted that previous administrations implemented restrictions
during genuine national emergencies.

“The difference is that Donald Trump has done this without a national emergency,” Hozner said. “There has
been no declaration of war. There has been no insurrection, except when Donald Trump was leaving the

presidency in 2021.”

Since Trump became the Republican presidential nominee in 2016, he has regularly attacked journalists,
Carlson said.

According to Reporters without Borders, in the two months before the 2024 presidential election, Trump
verbally attacked the media over 100 times, not including social media posts. Trump has also insulted female

reporters using sexist language and demeaning comments, while others in his administration have publicly

argued with journalists.

Carlson said Trump has challenged the legitimacy of journalism as a whole.

“It tears down confidence in the press as an honest broker in seeking the truth. And I think that's the goal,”
said Hozner. “I think it's a very purposeful, long-range way to tear down the reputation of the press.”

ESCALATION AFTER ESCALATION

In addition to verbal attacks on the media, the Trump administration has tried to restrict reporting.

In the first few months of the second administration, the White House took over deciding who would make up

the press pool, a job previously handled by the White House Correspondents Association.

The Trump administration tried to ban the Associated Press from White House coverage after the publication

refused to change its style guide on the Gulf of Mexico to the Gulf of America. The Pentagon also restricted
access to only allow journalists who agreed to various reporting restrictions. On Wednesday, they also banned

press photographers from briefings on the Iran War.

The administration’s actions against the press have escalated in recent months, with the arrests of three
journalists in connection with their reporting at a protest in Minnesota and the raid of a Washington Post

journalist’s home.

Previous presidents, including former President Barack Obama, have used tools like the Espionage Act to go

after sources that leaked confidential information, said Gabe Rottman, the vice president of policy at the

Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press.
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Arresting journalists for their work at protests is an attempt to “criminalize very routine newsgathering

practices,” Stern said.

Fort, Pullman, and Lemon were each charged with two crimes. The first was conspiring to deprive people of

their civil rights, and the second was violating the Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances (FACE) Act, which
prohibits interfering with access to reproductive health clinics and places of worship.

The journalists’ arrests were "unprecedented" and a “really dramatic overcharge,” Rottman said.

Charges are usually brought at the local or state level, and it is very rare for journalists to be charged, let alone
convicted, for covering a protest, Rottman said.

In January, FBI agents executed a search warrant on Washington Post reporter Hannah Natson’s home. Her
phone, a watch, a personal laptop, and a work computer were seized. Natson was not the target of the

investigation. Authorities were investigating a government contractor accused of possessing classified

documents.

Prior to the raid, journalists had some assurance they could publish leaks without retribution, Stern said.

“Now, any journalist who wants to publish a government leak has to consider the possibility that their home
might be raided,” Stern said.

Stern added that government leaks have been crucial to some of the most important news in American history.

“If you see these instances in isolation, you can point to precedent for them under administrations of both
parties,” said Rottman. “When you put them all together, it's escalation after escalation.”

A CHILLING EFFECT

By going after independent journalists, the Trump administration is trying to “intimidate” reporters

everywhere, Stern said. He added that it makes journalists “second-guess whether they can safely do their jobs
without getting arrested” and creates a landscape where people are unsure how laws are enforced.

“Nobody knows what routine conduct the administration is going to figure out a way to go after next,” Stern

said. “The only discernible rule that you can figure out if you're a journalist trying not to be targeted by this
administration is to self-censor, to not report things that the administration doesn't want you to report.”

Stern added that people do not always know when publications are self-censoring.

“We will never know how many stories we didn't read about because a journalist decided to self-censor, or a

news outlet decided to self-censor,” Stern said. “We know what news we do read. We don't know what we

don't know. So it's entirely possible that some really significant news has not come across our radars because
of fear of retribution.”
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Despite the Trump administration’s wide variety of attacks, great journalism and reporting critical of the

administration has still continued, Stern said.

“From the most powerful to, you could argue, the most vulnerable, the administration is coming up with

tactics to suppress news gathering and chill reporting,” Stern said. “The media hasn't rolled over and died.”

According to reporting by PBS, after Lemon’s arrest, he said he would continue reporting.

"I have spent my entire career covering the news. I will not stop now,” Lemon said. “In fact, there is no more

important time than right now, this very moment, for a free and independent media that shines a light on the
truth and holds those in power accountable."

Marissa Fernandez covers politics for Medill on the Hill.
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Deepfakes: The New Face of Cyberbullying and Why
Parents, Schools, and Lawmakers Must Act
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As a former teacher who worked in a high school when Snapchat was born, I witnessed the birth of sexting

and its impact on teens. I recall asking a parent whether he was checking his daughter’s phone for
inappropriate messages. His response was, “sometimes you just don’t want to know.” But the federal lawsuit

filed last week against Elon Musk's xAI has put a national spotlight on AI-generated deepfakes and the
teenage girls they target. Parents and teachers can’t ignore the crisis inside our schools.

AI Companies Built The Tool. The Grok Lawsuit Says They
Own The Damage.
Whether the theory of French prosecutors–that Elon Musk deliberately allowed the sexualized image

controversy to grow so that it would drive up activity on the platform and boost the company’s valuation–is

true or not, when a company makes the decision to build a tool and knows that it can be weaponized but

A lawsuit against xAI over AI-generated deepfakes targeting teenage girls exposes a growing crisis in schools. As laws struggle to keep up, this story
explores AI accountability, teen safety, and what educators and parents must do now./ Getty Images, Andrew Harnik

By Kacy Zurkus
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ETHICS & LEADERSHIP

Best and Worst U.S. Presidential Cabinets Ranked:
What the Research Reveals

GOVERNANCE & LEGISLATION

Supreme Court’s decision on birthright citizenship
will depend on its interpretation of one key phrase

AI Wearables and the Rising Risk of Recording Police
Mar 30, 2026

Apple’s upcoming AI-powered wearables highlight growing privacy risks as the right to record police faces increasing threats. The death of Alex Pretti
raises urgent questions about surveillance, civil liberties, and accountability in the digital age./ Getty Images, aislan13

By David M. Hatami
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Last month, Apple announced the development of three wearable smart devices, all equipped with built-in

cameras. The company has its sights set on 2027 for the release of their new smart glasses, AI pendant, and
AirPods with built-in camera, all of which will be AI-functional for users. As the market for wearable products

offering smart-recording capabilities expands, so does the risk that comes with how users choose to use the

technology.
In Minneapolis in January, Alex Pretti was killed after an encounter with federal agents while filming them

with his phone. He was not a suspect in a crime. He was not interfering, but was doing what millions of
Americans now instinctively do when they see state power in motion: witnessing.Keep Reading →

AI - Its Use, Misuse, and Regulation
Mar 25, 2026

Glowing ai chip on a circuit board. / Photo by Immo Wegmann on Unsplash

By Ronald L. Hirsch
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There has been no shortage of articles hailing the opportunity of AI and ones forecasting disaster from AI. I

understand the good uses to which AI could be put, but I am also well aware of the ways in which AI is
dangerous or will denigrate our lives as thinking human beings.

First, the good uses. There is no question that AI can outthink human beings, regardless of how famous or
knowledgeable, because of the amount of information it can process in a short amount of time. The most

powerful accounts I've read have been in the field of medical research: doctors have fed facts into AI, asking

for a diagnosis or a possible remedy, and AI has come up with remarkable answers beyond the human mind's
capability.Keep Reading →

Overbroad AI Export Controls Risk Forfeiting the AI
Race

Mar 23, 2026

The nation that wins the global AI race will hold decisive military and economic advantages. That’s why

President Trump’s January 2025 AI Action Plan declared: “It is the policy of the United States to sustain and

enhance America’s global AI dominance in order to promote human flourishing, economic competitiveness,
and national security.”

a black keyboard with a blue button on it / Photo by BoliviaInteligente on Unsplash

By Frank Francone
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However, AI global dominance does not just mean producing the best AI systems. It also means that the

American “AI Stack” – the layered collection of tools, technologies, and frameworks that organizations use to
build, train, deploy, and manage artificial intelligence applications – will become the international standard for

this world-changing technology. As such, advancing a commonsense export policy for American AI chips will
play a decisive role in determining whether the United States remains embedded at the core of global AI

development or is gradually displaced by rival systems.Keep Reading →
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