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With tensions already high in Minnesota after an Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officer killed Renee Macklin Good, the Trump administration is
ramping up the pressure on cities and states to cooperate with its immigration
crackdown.

The administration had already surged federal agents — sometimes accompanied
by military troops — to Los Angeles, Portland, Chicago, Charlotte, Memphis,
Washington D.C. and New Orleans.

Now the White House is threatening to cut funding for sanctuary cities. Here's a
prief explanation of how local governments interact with|{federal immigration
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Nor has Trump said exactly which cities or states will be targeted, though the
Department of Justice did publish a list of more than 30 [cities, states and counties
n August. (That list includes the state of Minnesota, though not Minneapolis or

St. Paul or their respective counties).
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Judge blocks Trump from cutting funding over 'sanctuary’ policies

In remarks on Tuesday at the Detroit Economic Club, Trump seemed to be focused
on places that limit their cooperation with ICE.

"They do everything possible to protect criminals at the expense of American

citizensAnd it breeds fraudand crime andattof theother problems that come,'
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But courts have sided against the administration in nearly every case, saying that
he federal government cannot use funding to coerce stafe and local governments
nto changing their policies on immigration.

'Here we are again, U.S. District Judge William Orrick in|San Francisco wrote in

April. Orrick granted (and later extended) a preliminary injunction blocking the
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Trump administration from withholding federal funds from 16 jurisdictions,

including San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, Minneapolis, St. Paul and New Haven.

"The threat to withhold funding causes them irreparable

injury in the form of

budgetary uncertainty, deprivation of constitutional rights, and undermining trust
between the Cities and Counties and the communities they serve,' Orrick said.

No precise legal definition of 'sanctuary’

There's no exact legal definition of ‘sanctuary city. Butt

refers to any city, state or county that limits its cooperat
mm§aekieCansepti&Sponsorship Choices

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

agelffscﬁbﬁq G tRel s StPeiEd tartePRaNENSaid that s

;l)oses shown under we and our partners process data to
Wlthh gm%t%%q@%r%gl?or’ withdrawing your consent will

dlsable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads
= you ‘see—mﬁyAquN}A?\E relevant to you. You can resurface this

ut change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

n§ FRJ'&&%%I%%F%R‘&'E I8 ealth sare. statglgwma
pﬂ&%&%ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ!ﬂﬁg%ﬁg@t within our Website.

details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

The % Al D URTERTS e Y S8t A e 0TS U GRsi Titon 4

|ng a d storage technologles and information about your

DGtW@\ﬁ&Eh%rﬁ%@é%tﬁ@%%ﬂ@ﬂ@é@émﬂéﬂﬁ@ds%ﬂ@x&&@é}%,Of in

hnd sirabeatiratdoteatl, gernseralirentssaadsitbhrr NBREheir own po
jepa;l;%nﬁgrﬁtgrovide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.
Courts have backed states that don't want to share data

recoftft 2N AN RBTHIBIRRESSESTSIAE dAPEPY HEenses. An
and ABR SsrretefiRe Erenteriir ot HeibEaia S8 khown a

and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising

'TomyJ& Eonthi Gl sesay iali ks Pelicetrholduraraeone
mnTRSEAtEb ANSIehéRst ity teRrineRke custody.

ocal officials push back

R

Virtually all the cities and states the administration has f
by Democrats, who don't seem to be backing down after
rederal money.

roadly speaking, the term
jon with federal

['he Hegalnguestionsidierideati¢iaisl anged.devcalkawtienforcement cannot block federal

ate and city officers can

kers are key for much of

nd the division of powers
imigration enforcement,
lice and sheriffs'

on residents in their

d in many places, state
s a "detainer request"
in detention until

‘iocused on so far are led
Trump's threat to cut

https://www.npr.org/2026/01/17/nx-s1-5679562/trump-sanctuary-cities-ice-immigration

4/16


https://www.npr.org/2025/02/25/nx-s1-5289323/trump-deportations-schools-state-laws-power
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/25/nx-s1-5289323/trump-deportations-schools-state-laws-power
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/25/nx-s1-5289323/trump-deportations-schools-state-laws-power

4/8/26, 5:32 AM

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like
browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting
Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the
purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

8 SmﬁiréqR%ﬁgﬁll or withdrawing your consent will

SEES hem. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads
seamdyalicr Repartmenisues Chicageranddiinois ¢

'uf.'fc_ change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

i k’ng the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

'Thikecignars tietailsreefertio onthrivdatBoitntes like New York if

subiBy s8iRing Asedephall, iy scmpething swed bheseiesimiNew Y
HocHatkina andsivrage e rolasies! anstinfeimati AP by mond

] device io enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,
York, we'll see XPU 1n COUI‘F. 5
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

Stateand eitynfeasies ardlaedhetiesisia eadamental publ
'heiFREAFEENRr I PYlikaEEE I PHEY Vagethat SATYFRIRTEViReth ICE
and MRONM DR h REVE € procasd Bitanfo IviRIe: and imiy
:heyA§§\?e]ﬁ/§.9aWa?e\fﬁ:gtcglj§Pt@ristics for identification. Store

and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising

Thef@d ‘iﬂ’@ﬁﬂa}aﬁvﬁgﬁﬁ%ﬂda%‘ﬁé‘ﬁ eF s it 9t thany

research and services development. . . .
are asking Democratic leaders not to give in to the White

heels.

Why local cooperation matters

NATIONAL
Trump Vows To End 'Sanctuary Cities,' But No (

Trump is threatening to cut funding from sanctuary cities. Here's what to know : NPR

ver 'sanctuary' laws

1to bowing into
'ork Governor Kathy
by from the state of New

c safety rationale for
would undermine trust
ligrant communities as

sanctuary cities, voters
» House and its

mmigration agenda, so local leaders may have a strong incentive to dig in their

Dne Can Agree What That

Label Means

https://www.npr.org/2026/01/17/nx-s1-5679562/trump-sanctuary-cities-ice-immigration

5/16


https://www.npr.org/2025/02/06/nx-s1-5288871/justice-department-sues-chicago-and-illinois-over-sanctuary-laws
https://www.npr.org/sections/immigration
https://www.npr.org/2025/02/06/nx-s1-5288871/justice-department-sues-chicago-and-illinois-over-sanctuary-laws
https://www.npr.org/2016/11/19/502684089/trump-vows-to-end-sanctuary-cities-but-no-one-can-agree-what-that-label-means
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2016/11/19/502684089/trump-vows-to-end-sanctuary-cities-but-no-one-can-agree-what-that-label-means
https://www.npr.org/2016/11/19/502684089/trump-vows-to-end-sanctuary-cities-but-no-one-can-agree-what-that-label-means

4/8/26, 5:32 AM Trump is threatening to cut funding from sanctuary cities. Here's what to know : NPR

In the past, ICE has found that it's faster and safer to arrest people who are
already being held in local jails. And that's one reason ICE was able to make so
many arrests during the administration of President Obama, for example, before
sanctuary policies were as widespread as they are now.
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Together, we chart the course.

You count on public media for stories that help you understand your world —
voices that bring us closer together.

People like you power public media. You make it possible for the NPR
Network to share our journalism with you and millions of other people,
regardless of their ability to pay.

You are the “public” in public media. Can we count on|you to support this
essential public resource today?
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