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In recent weeks, several international university students have been taken by

immigration agents or had their legal status questioned.

Turkish graduate student Rumeysa Oztiirk was detained

by masked agents in

plainclothes as she walked to meet friends for dinner. She says she is being

targeted over an op-ed about Gaza that she wrote in the
newspaper.

Tufts University student

Columbia University graduate student Mahmoud Khalil was arrested in his

nniversity housing despite being a legal permanent resid

pver his peaceful protests against Israel's war in Gaza.
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None of these students has been charged with a crime. Instead, the government is
using a rarely invoked immigration act that allows the secretary of state to revoke
immigration status if the secretary deems their presence a threat to U.S. foreign

policy.
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laal sued the government on the grounds of free speech|this year. After the case
Wwas filed, Immigration and Customs Enforcement called pn Taal to turn himself in
for deportation. Taal didn't turn himself in and continued the case until just over a
Wweek ago, when he issued a public statement on X sharing that he had left the

country.
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regardless of their alienage, regardless of what country they were born in,

regardless of the color of their skin, regardless of their ifmigration status,' Lee

said. "By .. saying that attending a protest makes one a threat to American foreign

pbolicy, the administration is admitting that the Constitution is getting in the way of

the fight for democracy. Something is not right there."
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'l think he knew': Mahmoud Khalil's wife on his detention and her search for
answers

Defenders of the Trump administration's policy say it's about national security.

Critics of the detentions are using words like "abducted" and "disappearing" to
describe them, calling them an affront to the Constitution, which protects free

speectt forimmigrantsand citizens atike:
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Arias has been a vocal critic of President Trump online, comparing him to a
'Roman emperor, telling the rest of the world what to do/| in a social media post.
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"I have to imagine that my criticism of President Trump might have played a role,’
he said in a recent interview with NPR. "The president has a personality that is
not open to criticism or disagreements."

The detentions and visa revocations have some other green-card holders and visa
holders, even those who are not students, watching and worrying.

Raymond, a lawful permanent resident from Hong Kong who asked us not to use
his full name in case it impacts his immigration status, said he worries that
political opinions he has shared online might be used against him when returning
ro the United States. He's not a student, but he said he has started scrubbing his
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People hold signs showing support for Palestinians during a Fight for Our Rights demonstration by Shut It Down for
Palestine and various local groups at the University of Washington campus in Seattle on March 15.
ason Redmond/AFP via Getty Images
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"I don't join protests now, he said. "I feel like it's a stupid

U.S. students face deportation after speaking out about Gaza : NPR

thing because I feel like

I'm now being compliant before the thing even hits me. But it also feels like the

risk is higher ... that there's a higher chance that my legal
jeopardy.'

Nothing has happened to Raymond. But because of what he's seeing, he's choosing

to be silent in public spaces to protect himself.

status is going to be in

"The lack of due process is what concerns me more when it comes to freedom of

peech, he said.
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