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'he American Civil Libertjes Union-filed-suit Monday challenging President
Donald Trump's executive|acti®igtiéd¥ending asylum in the U.S.

Trump's move prohibits migram&&it e southern border fo claim asylum, and

hllows immigration officersto quickly "tepel" or "remove'| migrants. His order,
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along with his decision to shut down a mobile app used by asylum seekers to
schedule an appointment, pretty much ends all avenues for asylum claims.

The lawsuit, presented in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia,
alleges Trump's effort to unilaterally ban access to asylum is "unlawful as it is
unprecedented" because it overrides Congress' authority. The suit is joined by
three immigrant rights groups.

"The government is doing just what Congress by statute decreed that the United

States must not do, the lawsuit reads. "It is returning asylum seekers—not just
single adults, but families too—to countries where they face persecution or
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'"This is an unprecedented power grab that will put countless lives in danger,' Lee
Gelernt, the deputy director of the ACLU Immigrants' Rights Project, said in an
email. "No president has the authority to unilaterally ovefride the protections
Congress has afforded those fleeing danger.'

Gelernt said in an email that Trump's move was not only|illegal but "at odds with
America's sacred post WWII commitment to provide refuge for those fleeing
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Kristi Noem, the new Homeland Security secretary, as well as President Trump,
and other members of his cabinet are named as defendants.

In a statement to NPR, White House spokesperson Kush Desai said, "President
Trump was given a resounding mandate to end the disregard and abuse of our
immigration laws and secure our borders."

DHS declined to comment.
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TrurSs HAPRY &F IR SR AP ¥t atively quiet border. Unaythorized crossings have
dropped to COVID-era numbers after hitting an all-time high in December 2023.

Biden's asylum restrictions at the southern border played a big role in the decline

n unlawful crossings.

'he ACLU also challenged Biden's restrictions, although they allowed for
mmigrants to seek asylum at a port of entry.
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Jennifer Babaie, the director of advocacy and legal services of Las Americas

Immigrant Advocacy Center, said in a statement that "spreading falsehoods about

an 'invasion' at our border only fuels fear, aiming to dismantle the entire asylum

process and weaponize our immigration laws."

The ACLU is asking the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia to
immediately block the Trump administration from implementing the asylum ban at

the Southern Border.
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