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How DOGE used Social Security data to push dubious fraud claims : NPR

How DOGE may have improperly used Social Security data to
ush voter fraud narratives
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of Musk's Department of GovernmentEfficiency team, hras been working at the Social Security Administration.
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One of Elon Musk's Department of Government Efficiency lieutenants working in
the Social Security Administration has been pushing dubious claims about
noncitizens voting, apparently using access to data that court records suggest
DOGE isn't supposed to have.

The staffer, Antonio Gracias, made the claims as part of larger misleading
statements about the SSA's enumeration-beyond-entry, or EBE program, which
streamlines the process for granting Social Security cards to certain categories of
eligible immigrants.

Gracias said in an April 2 appearance on Fox and Friend$ that "5-plus million"

1on&ﬁ%&?sgﬁﬂae'aﬁﬁﬁé%ntﬁ%r%iﬁngﬂp ié‘sefllegals" received Social Security numbers
'thréeginchornsfidparttiersststeant asrdsppreseedl ddtadikget intp our benefit systems.”
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'Ancijdsr beessiserwetivereacieriot 8sramdlired ddekiihgo sge if they were on the
votef‘r:sirj'e arcntzngi\rﬁrt' 'neve S:r(r)\rétn MERGRATE rPecnct)oaﬁ]g'z'reerftclve states that there were
rthousands of them on the voter rolls and that many of them had voted,' Gracias

said.

State-level audits of voter data have found few examples of noncitizens voting,
Which is a federal crime punishable with prison and depo¢rtation.

Later that week, Gracias furthered his claims on a podcdst. "I think this was a
move to import voters,' he said, echoing a conspiracy the¢ory that Donald Trump
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and Musk elevated during the 2024 campaign season and Republican lawmakers
are invoking to push for stricter voting policies.

ELECTIONS

The House has passed the Trump-backed SAVE Act. Here are 8 things to
know

B

‘m 1

While Musk and some Republican lawmakers are now amplifying Gracias' claims

nitine, experts familiar with Social Security say Gracias js mischaracterizing the
program, and voter registration experts say they doubt the accuracy of his claims
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DOGE says it needs to know the government's most sensitive data, but can't

Gracias, the billionaire chief executive officer and chief investment officer of Valor

Equity Partners, is one of 10 DOGE staffers embedded in

the Social Security

Administration. That description matches "Employee 4" in court records filed
Wednesday in a case challenging DOGE access to sensitive SSA systems.
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claims alongside Musk at a rally in Wisconsin on March 30, ahead of the state's

special Supreme Court election.
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ashboard — but claimed

that the restraining order prevented them from responding to NPR's request for
additional data from the program. The agency did not respond to inquiries asking

to confirm who gave the emailed answer.

That leaves many questions still unanswered about the Social Security data

behind DOGE's claims. It's possible the analysis was conducted before the March
20 TRO or that Gracias is not the DOGE employee who accessed any personal

Social Security information. So far, there has been no evidence provided of any

states sharing public or private voter data with the DOG]
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One clue about the data's potential provenance comes from this week's court

filing: a March 17 email exchange from someone identified as Employee 7 who

copied Gracias and Koval on a request for access to the U.S. Citizenship and

Immigration Services' Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements program,
which SSA uses to verify the immigration status of EBE applicants.

"This access is absolutely critical to get detailed immigration status for non-
citizen SSNs to detect fraud and improper payments, the email reads.
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immigration studies at the libertarian Cato Institute. "I have some doubts that
they've discovered anything more than maybe just some poor government data
quality tracking or they don't understand the data they're looking at."

It's also not clear if the DOGE effort to combine Social Security data with other
sources inside and outside the federal government runs afoul of data sharing and
privacy laws that are designed to limit access to sensitive information to those

who have a need to use it.
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The latest in DOGE data concerns

Multiple federal judges have found the DOGE effort has |
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have also shown the Trump administration is unable to account for the scope of
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During Thursday's House debate over the SAVE Act, Rep. Aaron Bean, R-Fla.,
mentioned DOGE's allegations and the claim that the Biden administration had

"imported" noncitizens as a reason to pass the bill.

"We have evidence that they're participating in our elections,' Bean said. "The

DOGE team just announced millions of illegals now have Social Security numbers.

It's happening and it ends today when we vote on this SAVE Act.’
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