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Middle East conflict

Trump extends U.S. ceasefire with Iran at Pakistan's request
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By NPR Staff

Security personnel stand guard at a security checkpost along a road temporarily closed near the Serena Hotel at

the Red Zone area in Islamabad on April 20 ahead of anticipated U.S.-Iran peace talks.

Aamir Qureshi/AFP via Getty Images

President Trump on Tuesday said the ceasefire with Iran will be extended in order
to give Iranian officials more time to present a "unified proposal."

"Based on the fact that the Government of Iran is seriously fractured, not
unexpectedly so and, upon the request of Field Marshal Asim Munir, and Prime

NPR 24 Hour Program Stream
On Air Now

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

List of Partners (service providers or vendors)

We and our 501 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

Reject All

Accept All

Manage Preferences

5/9/26, 10:11 PM Trump extends U.S. ceasefire with Iran at Pakistan's request : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2026/04/21/nx-s1-5793638/iran-middle-east-updates 1/20

https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/donations/support
https://www.npr.org/donations/support
https://www.npr.org/donations/support
https://www.npr.org/series/1205445976/middle-east-crisis
https://www.npr.org/people/125167196/npr-staff


Minister Shehbaz Sharif, of Pakistan, we have been asked to hold our Attack on
the Country of Iran," he wrote on Truth Social.

Trump added that the U.S. military will continue "the Blockade and, in all other
respects, remain ready and able." The extension was announced just hours before
it was set to expire. The president did not specify how much longer the ceasefire
will continue.

Pakistan's prime minister Shehbaz Sharif on X thanked Trump for the ceasefire
extension. "With the trust and confidence reposed in, Pakistan shall continue its
earnest efforts for negotiated settlement of conflict," Sharif added.

Mahdi Mohammadi, an adviser to Iranian Parliamentary Speaker Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf, also responded to the announcement. In a post on X,
Mohammadi wrote, "Trump's ceasefire extension means nothing, the losing side
cannot dictate terms."

Here is a look at where things stand and what the main sticking points in
negotiations are:

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

As Pakistan seeks to broker U.S.–Iran peace, citizens watch for gains at home
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Are the talks happening?

The potential talks between the U.S. and Iran are up in the air.

Vice President Vance, head of the U.S. delegation, remained in Washington on
Tuesday instead of flying to Islamabad as planned.

"Additional policy meetings are taking place at the White House in which the vice
president will participate," a White House official said, on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized to speak on the record.

According to Iran's semiofficial news outlet Tasnim, Iran later notified Pakistan it
would not be sending a delegation for talks on Wednesday, contrary to some news
reports stating otherwise. It cited alleged violations of the temporary U.S.-Iran
ceasefire by the U.S. among the reasons.

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi said in an English post on social media the
continuing U.S. naval blockade of Iranian ports is "an act of war and thus a
violation of the ceasefire."

Prior to the extension, Trump told Bloomberg News on Monday the ceasefire
would expire Wednesday evening Eastern time. Yet mediating country Pakistan's
information minister later said it expires Wednesday at 4:50 a.m. local time, which
would be Tuesday night (7:50 p.m.) in Washington.
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Representatives from more than a dozen foreign diplomatic missions, United Nations offices and the media view

damage at sites previously targeted by U.S.-Israeli strikes in Tehran, Iran, on Monday.

Majid Saeedi/Getty Images

Earlier Tuesday, Trump said in an interview with CNBC that Iran should "use
reason" and "common sense" so the two countries can reach a deal to end the war.
But he said he was ready to resume bombing if an agreement wasn't made before
the two-week ceasefire ends.

"Well, I expect to be bombing because I think that's a better attitude to go in with.
We're ready to go," Trump said.

Iran's Revolutionary Guard threatened to target oil facilities in neighboring
countries that allow the U.S. to resume launching attacks on Iran from their
territory.

What is the U.S. asking Iran to do?

For officials in Washington, the main points of contention remain control over the
Strait of Hormuz and the future of Iran's nuclear program.
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The Trump administration has said it wants commercial shipping through the
strategic waterway to be fully restored. Around 20% of the world's crude oil and
natural gas typically passes through the narrow strait.

After the U.S. and Israel started to attack Iran on Feb. 28, Iran began to exert
control over the Strait of Hormuz. It prevented most commercial ships from
transiting and collected steep tolls from some of the few that did.

Iran's grip on the Strait of Hormuz has rattled global markets, raising the national
average price of gas above $4 a gallon.

"The weaker party gains just by virtue of entering into a negotiation process,"
Mark Freeman, executive director of the Institute for Integrated Transitions, a
peace and security think tank based in Spain, told NPR.

The other big demand coming from Washington centers on Iran's nuclear program
— and whether Tehran will accept limits on nuclear enrichment.

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

What's it like to negotiate with Iran? We asked people who have done it
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A commercial vessel is seen off the coast of Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on Monday.

AFP via Getty Images

Trump has consistently said that one of the main objectives of the war with Iran is
to ensure that it never has a nuclear weapon. In his first interview after the
fighting started, he said he believed Iran was "going to attack first" if the United
States did not act. Trump did not cite intelligence to support that claim.

Vice President Vance said the first round of ceasefire talks held over a week ago
broke down because Iran would not commit to forgoing a nuclear weapon.

"The simple fact is that we need to see an affirmative commitment that they will
not seek a nuclear weapon, and they will not seek the tools that would enable
them to quickly achieve a nuclear weapon," Vance said.

For Iran, ending Israel's attacks in Lebanon and lifting the
U.S. blockade remain key demands

For Tehran, the key demands for extending the ceasefire include an end to the U.S.
naval blockade of Iranian ports and guarantees that the fighting between Israel
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and Hezbollah will not resume.

Israel and Lebanon agreed on a 10-day ceasefire last week, pausing fighting
between Israel's military and the Iran-backed Lebanese militant group Hezbollah.

Mourners carry the flag-draped caskets of members of the Iran-backed militant group Hezbollah who were killed

in southern Lebanon during their funeral in the Kafaat area, in Beirut's southern suburbs, on Monday.

Fadel Itani/AFP via Getty Images

Iran had earlier refused to engage in more negotiations with the United States
unless Israel stopped its attacks on Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Israel, however, has vowed to keep its troops in southern Lebanon, and Hezbollah
said the Lebanese people maintain the "right to resist" Israeli forces in the
country.

Fighting between Israel and Hezbollah broke out shortly after the start of the war
with Iran on Feb. 28, with Hezbollah firing rockets into northern Israel in a show of
solidarity with Tehran. Israeli forces responded with airstrikes and an invasion of
southern Lebanon. Israel says it is creating a "buffer zone" to distance Hezbollah
fire from Israeli border communities.
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Israel's strikes have killed more than 2,300 people and displaced over 1 million in
Lebanon, according to Lebanese authorities. Hezbollah's attacks have killed at
least 12 Israeli soldiers and two civilians, according to Israeli authorities.

As for the U.S. blockade of Iranian ports, Iran has made it clear it sees lifting the
blockade as a condition for further diplomacy.

After the first round of ceasefire talks in Islamabad ended without an agreement,
the U.S. military blockaded Iranian shipping ports in a bid to pressure Iran to
reopen the Strait of Hormuz as well as put economic pressure on Iran to end the
war. The U.S. military says it has forced 28 ships to turn back since the blockade
began. However, maritime data analysis firm Lloyd's List says it has tracked
"shadow fleet" vessels moving in and out of Iranian ports.

Iran briefly reopened the key shipping route for less than a day, only to announce
it was reinstating control over the strait once more in response to the continued
U.S. blockade.

Iranian officials have also signaled they want financial relief, including access to
$6 billion in frozen assets, and do not want to negotiate while Washington keeps
up military and economic pressure.

Rebecca Rosman contributed to this report from London.
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A fraying ceasefire in southern Lebanon with villages destroyed

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

Pakistan says it's hopeful a U.S.-Iran deal can happen soon
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The Iran war sent jet fuel prices sky-high. Here's what air travelers should know
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Trump says he's paused U.S. effort to guide stranded vessels out of Strait of Hormuz

STATE OF THE WORLD FROM NPR

The standoff in the Strait of Hormuz
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UFO files spanning decades are released by Defense Department

WAIT WAIT...DON'T TELL ME!

'Wait Wait' for May 9. 2026: With Not My Job guest Bobby Lopez
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Frontier Airlines plane strikes and kills pedestrian

ELECTIONS

Southern Republicans redistrict after Supreme Court rules, Dems lose big in Virginia
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Why saying hello to strangers can be good for you
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'We're dry:' The new U.S. Wildland Fire Service prepares for extreme fire season
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Bobby Cox, Hall of Fame manager of Atlanta Braves, dies at age 84
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CDC says threat of widespread outbreak of hantavirus remains low

2026 WORLD CUP: NORTH AMERICA

Soccer was once considered niche in the U.S. Then came the 1994 World Cup

EUROPE

Moscow marks Victory Day with a Red Square parade under tight security
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ELECTIONS

National mood is against Republicans, but redistricting could help prop them up

READ & LISTEN

Home

News

Culture

Music

Podcasts & Shows

CONNECT

Newsletters

Facebook

Instagram

Press

Public Editor

Corrections

Transcripts

Contact & Help

ABOUT NPR

Overview

GET INVOLVED

Support Public Radio

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 501 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

5/9/26, 10:11 PM Trump extends U.S. ceasefire with Iran at Pakistan's request : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2026/04/21/nx-s1-5793638/iran-middle-east-updates 19/20

https://www.npr.org/2026/05/09/nx-s1-5816246/redistricting-trump-republicans-midterms
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/09/nx-s1-5816246/redistricting-trump-republicans-midterms
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/09/nx-s1-5816246/redistricting-trump-republicans-midterms
https://www.npr.org/sections/elections/
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/09/nx-s1-5816246/redistricting-trump-republicans-midterms
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/news/
https://www.npr.org/sections/culture/
https://www.npr.org/music/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts-and-shows
https://www.npr.org/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/NPR/
https://www.instagram.com/npr/
https://www.npr.org/series/750003/press-room/
https://www.npr.org/sections/publiceditor/
https://www.npr.org/corrections/
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/
https://help.npr.org/contact/s/
https://www.npr.org/about/
https://www.npr.org/support/


Diversity

NPR Network

Accessibility

Ethics

Finances

Sponsor NPR

NPR Careers

NPR Shop

NPR Extra

terms of use

privacy

your privacy choices

text only

© 2026 npr

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 501 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

5/9/26, 10:11 PM Trump extends U.S. ceasefire with Iran at Pakistan's request : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2026/04/21/nx-s1-5793638/iran-middle-east-updates 20/20

https://www.npr.org/diversity/
https://www.npr.org/network/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/1136563345/accessibility
https://www.npr.org/ethics/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/178660742/public-radio-finances
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/186948703/corporate-sponsorship
https://www.npr.org/careers/
https://shopnpr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/npr-extra/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy#yourchoices
https://text.npr.org/

