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Adrian Florido/NPR "There is a real sense that it is open season on
anyone who appears to be an immigrant,' said
Eva Bitran, director of immigrants' rights at the
ACLU of Southern California. "They are arriving, corralling people before asking
one single question, just based on their location and their appearance. Often they
are handcuffing people even before they have asked for their papers, or even after
a person has said 'l am a US citizen, I have a green card, I have every right to be

here.'"
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Eva Bitran, director of immigrants' rights at the ACLU of Southern California. The civil rights group is challenging
the Trump administration's dragnet immigration raids as unconstitutional.
Zaydee Sanchez for NPR

Tricia McLaughlin, assistant secretary for public affairs with the Department of
Homeland Security, denied that immigration agents are engaging in racial
profiling.
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Rules govern immigration stops

But some legal experts say the indiscriminate sweeps agents appear to be
carrying out likely violate rules governing their authority|to arrest people they
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encounter in public, including Fourth Amendment protections against

unreasonable seizure.

Under federal law, immigration agents can question anyone about their
immigration status.

But before arresting someone in public without a warrant, "agents have to have a
'reasonable suspicion' that someone is in the country illegally," said Jean Reisz,
professor of immigration law at the University of Southern California. "That

reasonable suspicion has to be based on articulable factk. It can't just be based on
race. It can't be that this person looks like what I think spmeone from another
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Dn JesrertR dnd keinicpsRigyAidRPeRtas at his uncle's auto junkyard in the mostly Latino
city of Montebello, east of Los Angeles, when a white unmarked SUV pulled up to
the front gate. Video from a security camera shows threg¢ U.S. Border Patrol agents
quickly get out, pull up their face coverings, and walk thjough the gate.
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A recent concert in downtown Los
Angeles to protest ongoing

immigration raids. Small protests
have popped up almost daily, often
at the sites where someone was
arrested for deportation.

faydeCophktecCétisent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like
) fiers, on your device. Selecting

hnologies to support the

our partners process data to
withdrawing your consent will
sabled, some content and ads

to you. You can resurface this
or withdraw consent at any time
& Opt Out link on the bottom of

\bim3BED¥PRIRgUE: Yers ehwicss Will have effect within our Website.
Borddraratiotadetiaslar rakar 40 ioigr Privacy Policy.
incle's junkyard on June 12 an

arresPe)é %lljézlgrré%h‘@rc geitee ,a”d Ic;gz'flgree to the use of cookies, similar
aamir’g?g(yglgpgas%?gﬁ(;%wologies, and information about your
L ventd8iFrete£RRAPGE WRWYiREINg, listening and user experience,
said thereopaligr oMb aRREwPNalize messages from NPR’s

him. sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
Jaydedgafitie FhisvARformation is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

https://www.npr.org/2025/07/04/nx-s1-5438396/antagonized-for-being-hispanic-growing-claims-of-racial-profiling-in-la-raids 7/20



4/8/26, 5:15 AM Anger grows over alleged racial profiling in immigration raids : NPR

In a second video filmed by Ramirez's brother minutes later, Ramirez is
handcuffed while an agent pins him against the fence.

"We're all U.S. citizens!" Ramirez shouts. "I've got my passport!"

He tussles with the officer, who pushes him to the ground. Agents then load
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Security cameras captured how Border Patrol agents drove up to the junkyard, covered their faces and quickly
walked onto the property in search of people to deport.
Zaydee Sanchez for NPR

According to court filings, Ramirez was taken to the federal detention center in
downtown Los Angeles. Agents confirmed his U.S. citizenship, but charged him
with assaulting, resisting or impeding a federal officer.

Standing outside the junkyard on a recent morning, Domjnguez said that agents
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U.S. and Iran agree to 2-week ceasefire, suspending Trump's threat to annihilate Iran
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