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FEMA moves forward with massive job cuts : NPR

Thousands of workers across the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

will lose their jobs this year, according to multiple people who attended personnel

meetings that supervisors held in the last week.

FEMA supervisors warned that workers with multiyear contracts that are set to

expire this year will not see those contracts extended, even if they are actively

working on rebuilding efforts in places that recently suffered disasters. Some

divisions within the agency stand to lose half their worke
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The Washington Post originally reported on plans to cut about 50% of the agency's

workforce.

The FEMA employees who are set to lose their jobs fill a wide variety of positions.

Unlike other federal agencies, FEMA relies on a large number of workers on two-

to-four-year contracts. That's because Congress wanted the agency to be able to

dial up the number of workers to meet demand after maj
during quieter periods.
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secretary under the Biden administration. For example, people who work directly
with disaster survivors or who help local governments prepare for hurricane
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Former senior FEMA leaders echoed that concern. "This will cause extended
recovery times for communities impacted by disasters,' says Deanne Criswell, who
led FEMA under the Biden administration.
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