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The U.S. used to test nuclear weapons at its test site in Nevada. Recent statements by President Trump suggest

testing could resume.

U.S. Atomic Energy Commission/AP

President Trump said on Thursday that the U.S. would begin testing nuclear

weapons again for the first time in decades.
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There's currently only one place America could test
Vegas, Nevada

resume nuclear testing? : NPR

a nuke — near Las

The Nevada National Security Site, approximately 60 miles northwest of Las

Vegas, is currently the only place where America could test a nuclear weapon,

said Robert Peters, a senior research fellow for strategic
Heritage Foundation.
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"All of these big high-rises — including Stratosphere, including the Trump Hotel,"'
she said. "They're not designed for massive, significant seismic activity."

America's last test in Nevad 30
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The U.S. conducted hundreds of underground tests in Nevada. Each massive explosion created a subsidence crater
isible at the surface.
NNSA/NNSS

he voluntary test moratorium has been in place as part|of an effort to maintain
huclear stability. The U.S currently uses scientific experiments and supercomputer
simulations to make sure its bombs still work.
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Last year, NPR was one of a handful of organizations granted rare access to the
top-secret underground tunnels where the tests take place. Scientists working in
the tunnels said they were confident they could continue to ensure the safety of
America's nuclear weapons without testing.

Although a full-scale nuclear detonation would be "complementary" to current
experiments, "our assessment is that there are no system questions that would be
answered by a test, that would be worth the expense and the effort and the time,’
Don Haynes, a nuclear weapons scientist from Los Alamos National Laboratory
rold NPR as they walked through the tunnels.
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n this photo taken from video distributed by Russian Defense Ministry Press|Service on Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2025,

the crew of the Bryansk nuclear submarine of the Russian navy prepares to conduct a practice launch of an
ntercontinental ballistic missile during the drills of Russia's nuclear forces.

\P/Russian Defense Ministry Press S

Trump's announcement is likely reacting to some recent tests by Russia

Dn Sunday, Russia announced it had conducted a succegsful test of a new
nuclear-powered cruise missile. Then on Wednesday President Vladimir Putin
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announced the successful test of another doomsday weapon — a nuclear-powered

underwater drone, which Russia says can be used to attack coastal cities.
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Hinderstein, who served as a deputy administrator of the National Nuclear
Security Administration, the agency responsible for America's nuclear weapons,

from 2021 to 2024, said that a decision to resume testin
America's interests.

g would not be in

By the end of the Cold War, the U.S. had conducted more than a thousand nuclear
tests — far more than any other nation (China, by comparison, had conducted just

45).
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This form of mental exercise may cut dementia risk for decades

M —
i J:- ['a )

NA T|oﬁngkle Consent & Sponsorshlp Choices

Airpogt clearem ip.he.renames.for. Trummiasheunveils design for skyscraper library

browsm 'data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selectlng
pt All enables, rackin,
0ses sh er we Ok
..'f", 5 ..IZH._'

ilar

fYour

U.S. amtdd;aibagﬁe@m Zewmkseeaageﬁu'&esmmddng Trump's threat to annihilate Iran
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

e pI T gRe analyze NF

“Sh Wit ial m odiay ==

>ErVIC Pro

-l...,-* [ .‘C.

i;.ﬁt‘ 3

K7

ising
ce

CONSIDER THIS FROM NPR
Ex-Prince Andrew is arrested. What now? : Consider This from NPR
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