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US: Cluster Munitions Plan a Deadly Regression
Purchase Signals Embrace of Indiscriminate Weapons, Disregard for Civilians

f N

Human Rights Watch values your privacy, and we care about how your personal data is
used and shared online. We use cookies and similar technologies for marketing and
analytics purposes. To allow us to disclose your personal data to third parties for such
purposes, click ‘Accept.’ You will not be tracked unless you choose to allow us to do so.
Read our privacy policy.

| >
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/02/09/us-cluster-munitions-plan-a-deadly-regression 1/5


https://www.hrw.org/tag/crisis-in-the-middle-east
https://www.hrw.org/tag/the-trump-administration-and-human-rights
https://www.hrw.org/tag/russia-ukraine-war
https://www.hrw.org/middle-east/north-africa/iran
https://www.hrw.org/united-states
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/02/09/us-cluster-munitions-plan-a-deadly-regression
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=US:%20Cluster%20Munitions%20Plan%20a%20Deadly%20Regression%0Ahttps://www.hrw.org/news/2026/02/09/us-cluster-munitions-plan-a-deadly-regression
https://www.hrw.org/modal/113119
https://www.hrw.org/modal/113119
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://donate.hrw.org/page/107245/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=EP2022EVpgdonate&promo_id=1000
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy

4/8/26, 3:29 AM US: Cluster Munitions Plan a Deadly Regression | Human Rights Watch

English DONATE NOW

“The US government’s revival of indiscriminate weapons that the world has worked to ban puts civilian

cluster munitions on civilians.

lives at risk,” said Sarah Yager, Washington director at Human Rights Watch. “The Trump
administration is simply disregarding foreseeable harm to civilians, from children who pick up
unexploded bomblets to communities forced to live with unmarked minefields long after a conflict

ends.”

Cluster munitions can be fired from the ground or dropped by aircraft and typically open in the air,
dispersing multiple submunitions or bomblets over a wide area. These submunitions cannot
distinguish between combatants and civilians at the time of attack, putting civilians at risk. In addition,
many submunitions fail to explode on initial impact, leaving unexploded duds that, like antipersonnel

mines, can indiscriminately injure and kill people for years until they are cleared and destroyed.

The reported purchase signals a dangerous retreat by the United States from global norms that have
helped reduce civilian harm. The 2008 Convention on Cluster Munitions, adopted in response to
overwhelming evidence of humanitarian harm from these weapons, bans the use, production, transfer,

and stockpiling of cluster munitions and requires clearance of remnants and assistance to victims.

While the United States is not a party to the treaty, it has long benefited from the powerful stigma
against these weapons and has not used cluster munitions in its own military operations since 2009.
Reinvesting in cluster munitions weakens that stigma at a time when restraints on the conduct of war

are already under severe strain.

Human Rights Watch has been documenting a broader pattern of the Trump administration’s
systematic dismantling of policy guardrails meant to limit civilian harm and uphold international law.
In December 2025, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth rolled back restrictions on the US’ use of

antipersonnel landmines, another inherently indiscriminate weapon banned by the 1997 Mine Ban
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“US military forces have done important work in recent years to reduce civilian harm, with much more
still to do,” Yager said. “The Trump administration’s decision to purchase cluster munitions shows that

the Pentagon no longer considers protecting civilians a priority.”

Your tax deductible gift can help stop human rights

violations and save lives around the world.

Region / Country United States, US Foreign Policy

Human Rights Watch values your privacy, and we care about how your personal data is
used and shared online. We use cookies and similar technologies for marketing and
analytics purposes. To allow us to disclose your personal data to third parties for such
purposes, click ‘Accept.’ You will not be tracked unless you choose to allow us to do so.
Read our privacy policy.

Privacy policy

https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/02/09/us-cluster-munitions-plan-a-deadly-regression 3/5


https://www.hrw.org/united-states
https://www.hrw.org/united-states/us-foreign-policy
https://www.hrw.org/tag/the-trump-administration-and-human-rights
https://www.hrw.org/topic/arms
https://www.hrw.org/topic/arms/cluster-munitions
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://donate.hrw.org/page/107245/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=EP2022EVpgdonate&promo_id=1000
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy

4/8/26, 3:29 AM US: Cluster Munitions Plan a Deadly Regression | Human Rights Watch

English DONATE NOW

REPORTS

October 31, 2019 | Report

“They’ve Shot Many Like This”
Abusive Night Raids by CIA-Backed Afghan Strike Forces

May 12, 2014 | Report

e Shaking the Foundations

The Human Rights Implications of Killer Robots

MOST VIEWED

1 April 2,2026 | Report
“None Can Run Away”

2 March 31, 2026 | Statement
Israel: Discriminatory Death Penalty Bill Passes

Human Rights Watch values your privacy, and we care about how your personal data is
used and shared online. We use cookies and similar technologies for marketing and
analytics purposes. To allow us to disclose your personal data to third parties for such

purposes, click ‘Accept.’ You will not be tracked unless you choose to allow us to do so.
Read our privacy policy.

Privacy policy

| >
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/02/09/us-cluster-munitions-plan-a-deadly-regression 4/5


https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/02/04/suspend-arms-transfers-end-us-complicity-israeli-abuses
https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/10/31/theyve-shot-many/abusive-night-raids-cia-backed-afghan-strike-forces
https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/05/12/shaking-foundations/human-rights-implications-killer-robots
https://www.hrw.org/report/2026/04/02/none-can-run-away/war-crimes-and-crimes-against-humanity-in-burkina-faso-by-all
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/03/31/israel-discriminatory-death-penalty-bill-passes
https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/11/16/all-my-body-was-pain/sexual-violence-against-rohingya-women-and-girls-burma
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/09/09/our-time-sing-and-play/child-marriage-nepal
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/02/04/suspend-arms-transfers-end-us-complicity-israeli-abuses
https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/10/31/theyve-shot-many/abusive-night-raids-cia-backed-afghan-strike-forces
https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/05/12/shaking-foundations/human-rights-implications-killer-robots
https://www.hrw.org/report/2026/04/02/none-can-run-away/war-crimes-and-crimes-against-humanity-in-burkina-faso-by-all
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/03/31/israel-discriminatory-death-penalty-bill-passes
https://www.hrw.org/report/2017/11/16/all-my-body-was-pain/sexual-violence-against-rohingya-women-and-girls-burma
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/09/09/our-time-sing-and-play/child-marriage-nepal
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://donate.hrw.org/page/107245/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=EP2022EVpgdonate&promo_id=1000
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy

4/8/26, 3:29 AM US: Cluster Munitions Plan a Deadly Regression | Human Rights Watch

English DONATE NOW

Protecting Rights, Saving Lives

Human Rights Watch defends the rights of people in close to 100 countries
worldwide, spotlighting abuses and bringing perpetrators to justice

DONATE NOW

HUMAN
RIGHTS
WATCH

Get Updates On Rights Issues Worldwide

Enter an email address Sign Up

Connect With Us W X f injid)

Contact Us | Corrections | Privacy Policy | Permissions | Site Map | Child Safeguarding | Text Version

Human Rights Watch values your privacy, and we care about how your personal data is
used and shared online. We use cookies and similar technologies for marketing and
analytics purposes. To allow us to disclose your personal data to third parties for such
purposes, click ‘Accept.’ You will not be tracked unless you choose to allow us to do so.

Read our privacy policy.

Privacy policy

https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/02/09/us-cluster-munitions-plan-a-deadly-regression



https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/11/25/dirty-investment/european-development-banks-link-abuses-democratic-republic
https://donate.hrw.org/page/107245/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=EP2022EVpgfooter&promo_id=1005
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://bsky.app/profile/hrw.org
https://bsky.app/profile/hrw.org
https://bsky.app/profile/hrw.org
https://twitter.com/hrw
https://twitter.com/hrw
https://twitter.com/hrw
https://www.facebook.com/HumanRightsWatch
https://www.facebook.com/HumanRightsWatch
https://www.facebook.com/HumanRightsWatch
https://www.youtube.com/user/HumanRightsWatch
https://www.youtube.com/user/HumanRightsWatch
https://www.youtube.com/user/HumanRightsWatch
https://www.instagram.com/humanrightswatch/
https://www.instagram.com/humanrightswatch/
https://www.instagram.com/humanrightswatch/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/human-rights-watch/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/human-rights-watch/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/human-rights-watch/
https://www.tiktok.com/@humanrightswatch
https://www.tiktok.com/@humanrightswatch
https://www.tiktok.com/@humanrightswatch
https://www.hrw.org/contact-us
https://www.hrw.org/corrections
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/permissions
https://www.hrw.org/sitemap
https://www.hrw.org/child-safeguarding-human-rights-watch
https://text.hrw.org/news/2026/02/09/us-cluster-munitions-plan-a-deadly-regression
https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/11/25/dirty-investment/european-development-banks-link-abuses-democratic-republic
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
https://donate.hrw.org/page/107245/donate/1?ea.tracking.id=EP2022EVpgdonate&promo_id=1000
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy
https://www.hrw.org/privacy-policy

