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U.S. issues sanctions against United Nations investigator
probing abuses in Gaza

JULY 10, 2025 · 1:39 AM ET

By The Associated Press

Francesca Albanese, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied

since 1967, talks to the media during a press conference at the European headquarters of the United Nations in

Geneva, Switzerland, July 11, 2023.

Salvatore Di Nolfi/AP/Keystone

UNITED NATIONS — The Trump administration announced Wednesday that it is
issuing sanctions against an independent investigator tasked with probing human
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rights abuses in the Palestinian territories, the latest effort by the United States to
punish critics of Israel's 21-month war in Gaza.

The State Department's decision to impose sanctions on Francesca Albanese, the
U.N. special rapporteur for the West Bank and Gaza, follows an unsuccessful U.S.
pressure campaign to force the international body to remove her from her post. It
also comes as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is visiting Washington
this week to meet with President Donald Trump and other officials about the war
in Gaza and more.

It's unclear what the practical impact the sanctions will have and whether the
independent investigator will be able to travel to the U.S. with diplomatic
paperwork.

Albanese, an Italian human rights lawyer, has been vocal about what she has
described as the "genocide" by Israel against Palestinians in Gaza. Both Israel and
the U.S., which provides military support to its close ally, have strongly denied
that accusation.
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The U.S. had not previously addressed concerns with Albanese head-on because
it has not participated in either of the two Human Rights Council sessions this
year, including the summer session that ended Tuesday. This is because the
Trump administration withdrew the U.S. earlier this year.

Albanese has urged countries to pressure Israel

In recent weeks, Albanese has issued a series of letters urging other countries to
pressure Israel, including through sanctions, to end its deadly bombardment of the
Gaza Strip.

She has also been a strong supporter of the International Criminal Court's arrest
warrants against Israeli officials, including Netanyahu, for allegations of war
crimes. She most recently issued a report naming several large U.S. companies as
among those aiding what she described as Israel's occupation and war on Gaza.

"Albanese's campaign of political and economic warfare against the United States
and Israel will no longer be tolerated," Secretary of State Marco Rubio posted on
social media. "We will always stand by our partners in their right to self-defense."

Liz Evenson, international justice director at Human Rights Watch, said the U.S.
government's decision to sanction Albanese for seeking justice through the ICC "is
actually all about silencing a U.N. expert for doing her job — speaking truth about
Israeli violations against Palestinians and calling on governments and corporations
not to be complicit."

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

With a series of wars, Israel's military reshapes the Mideast

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 5:17 AM U.S. issues sanctions against U.N. investigator probing abuses in Gaza : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/07/10/g-s1-76915/u-s-sanctions-united-nations-investigator-abuses-gaza 3/16

https://www.npr.org/2025/06/28/nx-s1-5440332/with-a-series-of-wars-israels-military-reshapes-the-mideast
https://www.npr.org/series/1205445976/middle-east-crisis
https://www.npr.org/2025/06/28/nx-s1-5440332/with-a-series-of-wars-israels-military-reshapes-the-mideast


"The United States is working to dismantle the norms and institutions on which
survivors of grave abuses rely," Evenson said in a statement. "U.N. and ICC
member countries should strongly resist the U.S. government's shameless efforts
to block justice for the world's worst crimes and condemn the outrageous
sanctions on Albanese."

Albanese's July 1 report focuses on Western defense companies that have provided
weapons used by Israel's military, as well as manufacturers of earth-moving
equipment that have bulldozed Palestinian homes and property.

It cites activities by companies in the shipping, real estate, technology, banking
and finance and online travel industries, as well as academia.

"While life in Gaza is being obliterated and the West Bank is under escalating
assault, this report shows why Israel's genocide continues: because it is lucrative
for many," her report said.

A request for comment from the U.N.'s top human rights body was not immediately
returned.

Israel strongly refutes Albanese's allegations

Israel's diplomatic mission in Geneva, where the 47-member Human Rights
Council is based, called Albanese's report "legally groundless, defamatory, and a
flagrant abuse of her office" and having "whitewashed Hamas atrocities."

Outside experts, such as Albanese, do not represent the United Nations and have
no formal authority. However, they report to the council as a means of monitoring
countries' human rights records.

MIDDLE EAST

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to meet President Trump
Monday
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Albanese has faced criticism from pro-Israel officials and groups in the U.S. and in
the Middle East. The U.S. mission to the U.N. issued a scathing statement last
week, calling for her removal for "a years-long pattern of virulent anti-Semitism
and unrelenting anti-Israel bias."

The statement said Albanese's allegations of Israel committing genocide or
apartheid are "false and offensive."

Israel's ambassador to the U.N., Danny Danon, celebrated the U.S. action, saying in
a statement Wednesday that Albanese's "relentless and biased campaign against
Israel and the United States has long crossed the line from human rights advocacy
into political warfare."

Trump administration's campaign to quiet criticism of Israel

It is a culmination of a nearly six-month campaign by the Trump administration to
quell criticism of Israel's handling of the war in Gaza. Earlier this year, the
administration began arresting and trying to deport faculty and students of U.S.
universities who participated in pro-Palestinian demonstrations and other political
activities.

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

As Israel turns its focus to Iran, the death toll mounts in Gaza — and hunger
deepens
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More Stories From NPR

The war between Israel and Hamas began Oct. 7, 2023, when Hamas-led militants
stormed into Israel and killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and took 251
people captive. Israel's retaliatory campaign has killed over 57,000 Palestinians,
according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which says women and children make up most
of the dead but does not specify how many were fighters or civilians.

Nearly 21 months into the conflict that displaced the vast majority of Gaza's 2.3
million people, it is nearly impossible for the critically wounded to get the care
they need, doctors and aid workers say.

"We must stop this genocide, whose short-term goal is completing the ethnic
cleansing of Palestine, while also profiteering from the killing machine devised to
perform it," Albanese said in a recent post on X. "No one is safe until everyone is
safe."
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Telehealth abortion will remain available for now, after a federal judge's ruling
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How Bill Phillips used flowing water to model the economy

PLANET MONEY

Reese’s heir vs. chocolate skimpflation
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U.K. issues Ye travel ban over antisemitism, leading to festival cancellation
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Now cancer-free, 'Roastmaster' comic Jeff Ross still finds humor in loss

SPACE

Astronauts suggest naming a moon crater 'Carroll' after their commander's late wife
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CEO of nation's largest bank says Iran war raises risk of 'bad economic outcomes'
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Drive slower, go electric, don't drive at all? Americans weigh options for saving gas

ASIA

Taiwan's opposition leader arrives in China for a 'Journey of Peace'

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 5:17 AM U.S. issues sanctions against U.N. investigator probing abuses in Gaza : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/07/10/g-s1-76915/u-s-sanctions-united-nations-investigator-abuses-gaza 15/16

https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775786/jpmorganchase-iran-war-trump-ai
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/sections/business/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776401/taiwan-opposition-arrives-china
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776401/taiwan-opposition-arrives-china
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776401/taiwan-opposition-arrives-china
https://www.npr.org/sections/asia/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776401/taiwan-opposition-arrives-china


READ & LISTEN

Home

News

Culture

Music

Podcasts & Shows

CONNECT

Newsletters

Facebook

Instagram

Press

Public Editor

Corrections

Transcripts

Contact & Help

ABOUT NPR

Overview

Diversity

NPR Network

Accessibility

Ethics

Finances

GET INVOLVED

Support Public Radio

Sponsor NPR

NPR Careers

NPR Shop

NPR Extra

terms of use

privacy

your privacy choices

text only

© 2026 npr

Cookie Consent & Sponsorship Choices

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to

provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads

you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,

personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s

sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s

traffic. This information is shared with social media,

sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

4/8/26, 5:17 AM U.S. issues sanctions against U.N. investigator probing abuses in Gaza : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/07/10/g-s1-76915/u-s-sanctions-united-nations-investigator-abuses-gaza 16/16

https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/news/
https://www.npr.org/sections/culture/
https://www.npr.org/music/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts-and-shows
https://www.npr.org/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/NPR/
https://www.instagram.com/npr/
https://www.npr.org/series/750003/press-room/
https://www.npr.org/sections/publiceditor/
https://www.npr.org/corrections/
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/
https://help.npr.org/contact/s/
https://www.npr.org/about/
https://www.npr.org/diversity/
https://www.npr.org/network/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/1136563345/accessibility
https://www.npr.org/ethics/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/178660742/public-radio-finances
https://www.npr.org/support/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/186948703/corporate-sponsorship
https://www.npr.org/careers/
https://shopnpr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/npr-extra/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy#yourchoices
https://text.npr.org/

