
HOMECOMING TREND

Thousands of expats returning to SA, challenging
claims of white persecution

Some white South Africans living abroad are choosing to return home, citing lower
living costs, family ties and political turmoil in countries like the US and parts of
Europe. The trend challenges claims that whites face widespread persecution in
South Africa, even as crime and unemployment remain major concerns.

By Reuters
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Naomi and Danny Saphire with their children and dogs at their new home in Plettenberg Bay in the Western Cape after returning from the US,
on 7 March 2026. (Photo: Reuters / Esa Alexander)

Andrew Veitch left SA after being held up at gunpoint in his car. But now he feels
there are greater threats in the US, he said, citing mass shootings in public ​places
as well as violence by US immigration officers.

“People are being shot in broad daylight. American citizens are being shot and
killed,” said the 53-year-old, who moved to California in ‌2003. “I don’t want to
live in a place like this.”

US President Donald Trump’s officials have said Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officers were justified in firing the shots that killed two US citizens in
January, although video evidence has contradicted their accounts.
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Comments

LOGIN TO COMMENT

Ron Ron 11 March 2026 03:54 PM

Yes, there are "white" South Africans who miss the place where they grew up and who will choose
to return. Similarly, there are Zimbabweans of all complexions who are returning to that country
despite its flaws. The reasons are many (climate, relatives, sentiment all spring to mind) - but it
does not mean that there is not racial discrimination against "whites" - there is plenty of it. They
return in spite of it, not as testimonials to its end.

D'Esprit 12 March 2026 04:16 PM

Great news! They'll hopefully be bringing global perspectives and skills home with them.

Veitch plans to return to SA this year, one of thousands of white South Africans
coming back, despite Trump’s statements that the white minority is being
persecuted by the country’s black majority government.

Pretoria says there is no evidence of discrimination or persecution against whites.
Many have left since the ​end of white minority rule in 1994, some citing crime and
difficulty getting jobs, but many are also returning.

Veitch is among 12,000 people who have checked their citizenship status in an
online portal ​launched by the government in November after the overturning of a
1995 law that stripped citizenship from some South Africans who left.

They represent a fraction of South Africans ⁠abroad. The latest official statistics on
t f 2022 h th t l t 15 000 hit S th Af i t d th t
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