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The U.S. fires on Iranian tankers trying to evade its blockade
amid a Hormuz standoff

UPDATED MAY 8, 2026 · 8:07 PM ET 

By The Associated Press

In this picture obtained from Iran's ISNA news agency and taken on May 2, 2026, the Gambia-flagged tanker vessel

Bili is pictured anchored in the Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas in southern Iran.

Amirhossein Khorgooei/ISNA via AFP via Getty Images

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — U.S. forces fired on and disabled two Iranian oil
tankers on Friday after exchanging fire with Iranian forces in the Strait of Hormuz
overnight. The United Arab Emirates, meanwhile, reported another Iranian missile
and drone attack.
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The attacks cast more doubt on a tenuous month-old ceasefire that the United
States has insisted is still in effect. Washington is awaiting an Iranian response to
its latest proposal for a deal to end the war, reopen the strait and roll back
Tehran's disputed nuclear program.

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio said he hopes to receive "a serious offer"
from Iran later Friday.

The U.S. military said Friday that its forces had disabled two Iranian tankers that
were trying to breach an American blockade of Iran's ports. Hours earlier, the
military said it thwarted attacks on three Navy ships and struck Iranian military
facilities in the strait.

Iran has mostly blocked the critical waterway for global energy since the U.S. and
Israel launched the war on Feb. 28, causing a global spike in fuel prices and
rattling world markets. The U.S. has imposed its own blockade of Iran's ports.

The UAE's Defense Ministry meanwhile said three people were wounded after air
defenses engaged two ballistic missiles and three drones launched by Iran. It was
not clear if all were successfully intercepted.
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A fraying ceasefire in southern Lebanon with villages destroyed
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U.S. says it responded to an attack in the strait

The U.S. military posted video of the two Iranian tankers as their smokestacks
were struck by an American fighter jet on Friday. Earlier in the week, an American
military jet shot out the rudder of a tanker the U.S. military said was attempting to
breach its blockade.

Late Thursday, the U.S. military said it thwarted Iranian attacks on three Navy
ships in the Strait of Hormuz and struck Iranian military facilities in response. It
said no American ships were hit.

"They threaten Americans, they are going to be blown up," Rubio told reporters
Friday.

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

Skeletons in their clothing: Recovering bodies from the rubble in Gaza

WORLD

Fallout from the Iran war may include a NATO where the U.S. is no longer its
leader
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Iran's Foreign Ministry condemned what it called "hostile" U.S. military action,
saying it violated the ceasefire. "Every time a diplomatic solution is on the table,
the U.S. opts for a reckless military adventure," Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi posted on X.

A U.S. strike overnight killed at least one sailor and injured 10 others aboard a
cargo vessel that caught fire, a news agency affiliated with Iran's judiciary
reported. It was not clear if the ship was one of the two tankers the U.S.
acknowledged striking.

This is a locator map for Iran with its capital, Tehran.

AP

U.S. President Donald Trump has insisted the ceasefire is holding. He also has
reiterated threats to resume full-scale bombing if Iran doesn't accept an
agreement to reopen the strait and roll back its nuclear program.

Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said his country has been in contact with
the U.S. and Iran "day and night" in an effort to extend the ceasefire and reach a
peace deal.
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Images show apparent oil slick off Iranian terminal

Satellite images reviewed by The Associated Press show what appears to be an oil
slick in the Persian Gulf emanating from the western side of Kharg Island, Iran's
main crude export terminal.

Images taken Friday show the slick covering about 71 square kilometers (27 square
miles) and appear to show oil still leaking from the terminal, said Ami Daniel, CEO
of maritime intelligence firm Windward AI.

Daniel estimated that the equivalent of roughly 80,000 oil barrels has spilled from
Kharg Island since the slick was first detected by satellite images Tuesday. It's
unknown whether the spill was caused by a malfunction, an airstrike or something
else.

"This is the risk of fighting in an oil-rich area," said Daniel, adding that it's unlikely
any cleanup efforts will be launched in Gulf waters that have become an active
war zone.

He said the spill appears to be spreading southwest and within the next two
weeks could potentially reach the shores of the UAE, Qatar or Saudi Arabia.

Nina Noelle, an international crisis operations expert with Greenpeace Germany,
said Friday that preliminary assessment and recent images show the spill
beginning to disperse and it appears unlikely that it will impact land. She said
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depending on wind, waves and current conditions, parts of the slick could still
possibly affect some sensitive marine habitats.

This satellite image provided by European Space Agency shows an apparent oil spill in the Persian Gulf off the

western side of Kharg Island, Iran's main crude oil export terminal, on Wednesday.

European Space Agency/AP

"More likely, it will dissipate offshore under prevailing conditions," Noelle said.

The Pentagon declined to comment on whether the U.S. military was tracking the
spill or whether there had been recent strikes on the Iranian island. Based on the
imagery taken earlier this week, the spill occurred before the most recent round of
U.S. strikes.

Rubio says 'unacceptable' for an Iranian agency to control strait

Rubio said Friday that it's "unacceptable" for Iran to have a government agency
that vets and taxes ships seeking passage through the strait.

Lloyd's List Intelligence, a shipping data company, reported Thursday that Iran has
created such an agency, known as the Persian Gulf Strait Authority.
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The Iranian effort to formalize control over the channel raised new concerns about
international shipping, with hundreds of commercial vessels bottled up in the
Persian Gulf and unable to reach the open sea.

"Is the world going to accept that Iran now controls an international waterway?"
Rubio said. "What is the world prepared to do about it?"

Iran has effectively closed the strait, a vital waterway for the shipment of oil, gas,
fertilizer and other petroleum products, while the U.S. is blockading Iranian ports.

A Chinese-crewed oil tanker was attacked near the strait. China has continued to
import oil from Iran despite the effective closure of the waterway.

China's Foreign Ministry expressed concern, saying the tanker was registered in
the Marshall Islands with Chinese crew on board. There were no casualties
reported.

An oil tanker that passed through the Strait of Hormuz in mid-April arrived off
South Korea's coast on Friday with 1 million barrels of crude. South Korea, which
last year imported more than 60% of its crude through the strait, has capped
prices of gasoline and other petroleum products.

united arab emirates uae iran u.s. war in iran shipping china oil oil spill strait of hormuz

persian gulf gulf of oman
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EUROPE

Moscow marks Victory Day with a Red Square parade under tight security
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WORLD

Trump says Russia and Ukraine have agreed to his request for a 3-day ceasefire

STATE OF THE WORLD FROM NPR

Why it’s a muted celebration in Moscow
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Colombia's rogue hippos could find refuge in India

UP FIRST NEWSLETTER

U.S. intercepts Iranian attacks on 3 ships. And, what to know about hantavirus
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U.S. VS. CHINA: INSIDE A GREAT POWER RIVALRY

Military drills on the edge: U.S. and allies test capabilities near Asia's flash points
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They graduate to six figure salaries, and grueling work

NATIONAL

UFO files spanning decades are released by Defense Department
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WAIT WAIT...DON'T TELL ME!

'Wait Wait' for May 9. 2026: With Not My Job guest Bobby Lopez

NEWS

Frontier Airlines plane strikes and kills pedestrian
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ELECTIONS

Southern Republicans redistrict after Supreme Court rules, Dems lose big in Virginia

GLOBAL HEALTH

Why saying hello to strangers can be good for you
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NPR Editors' Picks

ENVIRONMENT

'We're dry:' The new U.S. Wildland Fire Service prepares for extreme fire season
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OBITUARIES

Bobby Cox, Hall of Fame manager of Atlanta Braves, dies at age 84

NEWS

CDC says threat of widespread outbreak of hantavirus remains low

2026 WORLD CUP: NORTH AMERICA
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Soccer was once considered niche in the U.S. Then came the 1994 World Cup

ELECTIONS

National mood is against Republicans, but redistricting could help prop them up

MUSIC

What is a radical? It's the question of M.I.A.'s vexing career
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