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The U.S. fires on Iranian tankers trying to evade its blockade

U.S. attacks Iranian tankers trying to skirt naval blockade : NPR

amid a Hormuz standoff
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U.S. attacks Iranian tankers trying to skirt naval blockade : NPR

The attacks cast more doubt on a tenuous month-old ceasefire that the United
States has insisted is still in effect. Washington is awaiting an Iranian response to
its latest proposal for a deal to end the war, reopen the strait and roll back

Tehran's disputed nuclear program.
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MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

Skeletons in their clothing: Recovering bodies from the rubble in Gaza

U.S. says it responded to an attack in the strait

The U.S. military posted video of the two Iranian tankers as their smokestacks
were struck by an American fighter jet on Friday. Earlier in the week, an American

Hitary said was attempting to
preach its blockade.
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Fallout from the Iran war may include a NATO where the U.S. is no longer its
leader
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Iran's Foreign Ministry condemned what it called "hostile" U.S. military action,
saying it violated the ceasefire. "Every time a diplomatic solution is on the table,
the U.S. opts for a reckless military adventure,' Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi posted on X.

A U.S. strike overnight Kkilled at least one sailor and injured 10 others aboard a
cargo vessel that caught fire, a news agency affiliated with Iran's judiciary
reported. It was not clear if the ship was one of the two tankers the U.S.
acknowledged striking.
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J.S. President Donald Trump has insisted the ceasefire is holding. He also has

reiterated threats to resume full-scale bombing if Iran ddesn't accept an
ngreement to reopen the strait and roll back its nuclear program.

Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said his country has been in contact with
the U.S. and Iran "day and night" in an effort to extend the ceasefire and reach a
peace deal.
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Images show apparent oil slick off Iranian terminal

Satellite images reviewed by The Associated Press show what appears to be an oil
slick in the Persian Gulf emanating from the western side of Kharg Island, Iran's
main crude export terminal.

Images taken Friday show the slick covering about 71 square kilometers (27 square
miles) and appear to show oil still leaking from the terminal, said Ami Daniel, CEO
of maritime intelligence firm Windward Al.

Daniel estimated that the equivalent of roughly 80,000 dil barrels has spilled from
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He said the spill appears to be spreading southwest and |within the next two
Wweeks could potentially reach the shores of the UAE, Qatar or Saudi Arabia.

Nina Noelle, an international crisis operations expert with Greenpeace Germany,
said Friday that preliminary assessment and recent images show the spill
beginning to disperse and it appears unlikely that it will impact land. She said
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depending on wind, waves and current conditions, parts of the slick could still
possibly affect some sensitive marine habitats.
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Rubio says 'unacceptable’ for an Iranian agency to control strait
Rubio said Friday that it's "unacceptable” for Iran to have a government agency

rhat vets and taxes ships seeking passage through the strait.

.loyd's List Intelligence, a shipping data company, reported Thursday that Iran has
created such an agency, known as the Persian Gulf Straif Authority.
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The Iranian effort to formalize control over the channel raised new concerns about

international shipping, with hundreds of commercial vessels bottled up in the
Persian Gulf and unable to reach the open sea.

"Is the world going to accept that Iran now controls an international waterway?"
Rubio said. "What is the world prepared to do about it?"

Iran has effectively closed the strait, a vital waterway for the shipment of oil, gas,
fertilizer and other petroleum products, while the U.S. is blockading Iranian ports.

A Chinese-crewed oil tanker was attacked near the strai
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