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Judge tosses Comey, James cases after finding prosecutor unlawfully appointed : NPR

A federal judge on Monday dismissed the Justice Department's criminal cases

against former FBI Director James Comey and New York Attorney General Letitia
James, finding that the acting U.S. attorney who secured the indictments against

the two prominent critics of President Trump was unlawfully appointed.

The decision from U.S. District Judge Cameron McGowan Currie on the

appointment of Lindsey Halligan as the top prosecutor in the Eastern District of
Virginia marks a significant setback to efforts to go after the president's perceived

political enemies.
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not only extremely qualified for this position, but she was in fact legally
appointed, and I know the Department of Justice will be appealing this in very
short order."

LAW
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'I'm grateful that the court ended the case against me, which was a prosecution

pased on malevolence and incompetence,’ Comey said in a video posted on social
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media. "A message has to be sent that the president of the United States cannot

use the Department of Justice to target his political enemies."

NATIONAL

Trump nominates White House aide to be top U.S. prosecutor for office
- .::- probing Letitia James

p—

His attorney, Patrick Fitzgerald, said the decision recognizes that the case was

brought by someone who had not authority whatsoever to be the United States
Attorney."
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Days before she was sworn into the role, Trump in a social media post called on
Attorney General Pam Bondi and the Justice Department to prosecute Comey,

James and California Democratic Sen. Adam Schiff.

LAW

James Comey and Letitia James argue DOJ prosecutor was illegally appointed

Schiff is not facing charges but federal prosecutors are investigating him on

ttegationsof mortgage fraud:

—NRIsKie Tohseht 88 pshEsrBHIBE Hoibés report.

We and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like

justigedrpRgtaR or JAMGER S8R Fierl BHI BRIPRRovicke 3 18ERHS

M

pre Stories From NPR

Accept All enables tracking technologies to support the
purposes shown under we and our partners process data to
provide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will
disable them. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads
you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this
menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
“Togethyr WercHart thieevarses
For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

You count on public media for stories that help you und
RS e ThAEBHHE L &I ELeS 5 hgse of cookies, imlar
tracking and storage€ technologies, agd information about your
device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience, .
reRRLEAKS ¥k RAWSE &‘é’M‘és’sTASQS' FokPNFRgKe it possib
SR b0 SO ESE R IR FORLSE AL QYA Nillions ¢
tFRPRI RS RFREIH ARKLYIRIBAb ial media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

You are the “public” in public media. Can we count on

We.and QYR RIS RERSRRT Jata to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content; advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

erstand your world —

le for the NPR
bf other people,

you to support this

https://www.npr.org/2025/11/24/g-s1-98612/trump-us-attorney-lindsey-halligan

5/15


https://contribute.npr.org/secure/stand-public-media-npr?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAw9FTZQ70hAoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbW5wbHM1ZzFiaGkzNmt4bRoMRVhWNzQ5NEtJQk9CIiUxODA1MHVnMGJvLTAwMDAzN2JiaGdxcjA4NmJvOGdwMXNuN3ZjKhtzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVHQUlPMkU5SDFPTFE4MDAwAToMT1RLTkRTUllGNUs1Qg1PVFY3MjFEMEdHNVI1UhJ2LYUA8Bl5Z20yenZoZloPMTM1LjE4MS4yMzEuMjE4YgNkbG1o9O_czgZwIHgE
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/115239044548033727
https://www.npr.org/tags/126936119/justice-department
https://www.npr.org/tags/187234003/james-comey
https://www.npr.org/tags/956812625/letitia-james
https://www.npr.org/tags/125951091/legal-affairs
https://www.npr.org/sections/law/
https://www.npr.org/2025/11/13/nx-s1-5607117/james-comey-and-letitia-james-argue-doj-prosecutor-was-illegally-appointed

4/8/26, 5:24 AM Judge tosses Comey, James cases after finding prosecutor unlawfully appointed : NPR

This farm-.afmentakexgeseisemayaut demeantiafisk fo
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
device to enhance yg : g, listening and user experience,
personalize conte ize messages from NPR’s
sponsors, pro E ia features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. Thi shared with social media,

d other vendors or service provi

’/-""'.
NATIONAL

appy Hour

)Ir decades

Airport cleared to be renamed for Trump as he unveils design for skyscraper library

https://www.npr.org/2025/11/24/g-s1-98612/trump-us-attorney-lindsey-halligan

6/15


https://www.npr.org/2026/01/08/nx-s1-5662522/the-embarrassing-truth-of-dating-men
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/08/nx-s1-5662522/the-embarrassing-truth-of-dating-men
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/08/nx-s1-5662522/the-embarrassing-truth-of-dating-men
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510282/pop-culture-happy-hour
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/08/nx-s1-5662522/the-embarrassing-truth-of-dating-men
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/18/nx-s1-5716010/brain-training-exercise-cut-dementia-risk-decades
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/18/nx-s1-5716010/brain-training-exercise-cut-dementia-risk-decades
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/18/nx-s1-5716010/brain-training-exercise-cut-dementia-risk-decades
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/18/nx-s1-5716010/brain-training-exercise-cut-dementia-risk-decades
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/31/g-s1-115915/airport-renamed-trump
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/31/g-s1-115915/airport-renamed-trump
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/31/g-s1-115915/airport-renamed-trump
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/31/g-s1-115915/airport-renamed-trump

4/8/26, 5:24 AM

T -F »

a

he webpage. Yo ces Wl
TEICHNOLO@Y¥ details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

ICE agknowlsdgaesif.is ysing powerful spywars .-

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

Bite.

2nh , Listening,.and user experience,

CONSIDER THIS FROM NPR

EX-Prince Andrew is arrested. What now? : Consider T

Judge tosses Comey, James cases after finding prosecutor unlawfully appointed : NPR

his from NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/11/24/g-s1-98612/trump-us-attorney-lindsey-halligan

rump's threat to annihilate Iran

7/15


https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/sections/technology/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776799/ice-spyware-privacy
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/19/nx-s1-5718185/ex-prince-andrew-is-arrested-what-now
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/19/nx-s1-5718185/ex-prince-andrew-is-arrested-what-now
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/19/nx-s1-5718185/ex-prince-andrew-is-arrested-what-now
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510355/considerthis
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/19/nx-s1-5718185/ex-prince-andrew-is-arrested-what-now

4/8/26, 5:24 AM Judge tosses Comey, James cases after finding prosecutor unlawfully appointed : NPR

PopuleqolsieiFPReBRg & Sponsorship Choices

partners store and a
: e ident
.e acking teg
nunderWeand

lect All or
s are di

e angd Of o

\]

S. anddranragreeda-weekiceasefire, suspending Trump's threat to annihilate Iran

U.

8/15

https://www.npr.org/2025/11/24/g-s1-98612/trump-us-attorney-lindsey-halligan


https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates
https://www.npr.org/series/1205445976/middle-east-crisis
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776377/iran-war-updates

4/8/26, 5:24 AM Judge tosses Comey, James cases after finding prosecutor unlawfully appointed : NPR

SPIACEYou see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

The APERMISTIE R SAW P E B TR ERTB A ARVER°seen| before. Here's what they said

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of

THE PICTURE SHOW
Photos: NASA releases first images from moon flyby

https://www.npr.org/2025/11/24/g-s1-98612/trump-us-attorney-lindsey-halligan



https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/sections/space/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776824/artemis-astronauts-moon-observation-nasa-human-eye
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos
https://www.npr.org/sections/pictureshow/
https://www.npr.org/sections/the-picture-show/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775935/picture-show-moon-eclipse-photos

4/8/26, 5:24 AM Judge tosses Comey, James cases after finding prosecutor unlawfully appointed :

-

_-' I_‘ e

— L
ASIA You see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this

AustrAtiy BFargEs dk-S6taier Wity SWEF e Afle HGrders in Afghanistan

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. r choices wi fect withiovoun¥ebsitg

Saving

frackipg and i i — G

bersofalize ¢ X e Idle balances

to provide:

Government
Activdly scan @%ﬁﬁ ics f§y identificationStore

bnd/o acceslijn ormca%on on a devicd| Persdnalisaeiadiertisii

and c@ntent, rtising and content easum@ience
esearch and §ervices development.

Imports
==[il

balances

Investment

oreign-owned

PLUANET MONEY NEWSLETTER
How Bill Phillips used flowing water to model the economy

https://www.npr.org/2025/11/24/g-s1-98612/trump-us-attorney-lindsey-halligan

NPR

10/15


https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116644/australia-charges-ex-soldier-with-5-war-crime-murders-in-afghanistan
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116644/australia-charges-ex-soldier-with-5-war-crime-murders-in-afghanistan
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116644/australia-charges-ex-soldier-with-5-war-crime-murders-in-afghanistan
https://www.npr.org/sections/asia/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116644/australia-charges-ex-soldier-with-5-war-crime-murders-in-afghanistan
https://www.npr.org/sections/planet-money/2026/04/07/g-s1-116575/how-bill-phillips-used-flowing-water-to-model-the-economy
https://www.npr.org/sections/planet-money/2026/04/07/g-s1-116575/how-bill-phillips-used-flowing-water-to-model-the-economy
https://www.npr.org/sections/planet-money/2026/04/07/g-s1-116575/how-bill-phillips-used-flowing-water-to-model-the-economy
https://www.npr.org/planet-money-newsletter
https://www.npr.org/sections/planet-money/2026/04/07/g-s1-116575/how-bill-phillips-used-flowing-water-to-model-the-economy

4/8/26, 5:24 AM Judge tosses Comey, James cases after ﬁndlng prosecutor unlawfully appomted NPR

CES

H
Te leh@5’!’6ﬁ°£Baé‘Ffl¥?HrWﬂlcf'ie?h‘%ﬁ'fﬁda‘fh‘i‘iﬁsﬁféaféi’yﬁm after a federal judge's ruling

by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.
For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

NPR Egi:t@fﬁlgpligﬁﬁt All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

https://www.npr.org/2025/11/24/g-s1-98612/trump-us-attorney-lindsey-halligan



https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776946/telehealth-abortion-louisiana-federal-court-mifepristone
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776946/telehealth-abortion-louisiana-federal-court-mifepristone
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776946/telehealth-abortion-louisiana-federal-court-mifepristone
https://www.npr.org/sections/health/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776946/telehealth-abortion-louisiana-federal-court-mifepristone
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116722/congressional-democrats-raise-alarm-over-trumps-comments-on-iran
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116722/congressional-democrats-raise-alarm-over-trumps-comments-on-iran
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116722/congressional-democrats-raise-alarm-over-trumps-comments-on-iran

4/8/26, 5:24 AM Judge tosses Comey, James cases after finding prosecutor unlawfully appointed : NPR
POLITICS

Congressional Democrats raise alarm over Trump's comments on Iran

. For mor ils reflei)to our Privacy P

iICY. ey . . .
U.K. issues avel ban over nﬁsémltlsm, leading to festival cancellation
By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar

“experience

https://www.npr.org/2025/11/24/g-s1-98612/trump-us-attorney-lindsey-halligan



https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/g-s1-116722/congressional-democrats-raise-alarm-over-trumps-comments-on-iran
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776646/ye-kanye-west-travel-ban-uk-wireless
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776646/ye-kanye-west-travel-ban-uk-wireless
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776646/ye-kanye-west-travel-ban-uk-wireless
https://www.npr.org/music
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776646/ye-kanye-west-travel-ban-uk-wireless
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775758/jeff-ross-roastmaster-take-a-banana-for-the-ride
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775758/jeff-ross-roastmaster-take-a-banana-for-the-ride
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775758/jeff-ross-roastmaster-take-a-banana-for-the-ride
https://www.npr.org/sections/television/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775758/jeff-ross-roastmaster-take-a-banana-for-the-ride

4/8/26, 5:24 AM Judge tosses Comey, James cases after finding prosecutor unlawfully appointed : NPR
Now cancer-free, 'Roastmaster' comic Jeff Ross still finds humor in loss

he w bpaae Your ihmces will have effect W|th| our Website

Ag tropau SS arroll' after their commander's late wife

or more defg% refer to our |vacmPol|cy crater

” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
chnologies, and information about your
Ser experience,
PR’s

‘é- NPR's

npr

of 'bad economic outcomes'
https://www.npr.org/2025/11/24/g-s1-98612/trump-us-attorney-lindsey-halligan



https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775758/jeff-ross-roastmaster-take-a-banana-for-the-ride
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman
https://www.npr.org/sections/space/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5776440/artemis-moon-crater-carroll-wiseman
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775786/jpmorganchase-iran-war-trump-ai
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775786/jpmorganchase-iran-war-trump-ai
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775786/jpmorganchase-iran-war-trump-ai
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/g-s1-114952/nprs-newsmakers
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775786/jpmorganchase-iran-war-trump-ai

4/8/26, 5:24 AM Judge tosses Comey, James cases after finding prosecutor unlawfully appointed : NPR

BUSINE®8U to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time
Drive ¥OWEK §6 dttrit 9oh arvd4ealt? ‘Rirert€ans weigh options for saving gas

the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.
For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

REAB\UJIGHE Mccept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, GONMECT
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your

Homevice to enhance your viewing, listening and user experNewsletters
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
Newsonsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPFacebooK
traffic. This information is shared with social media,
Cultdpe@sorship, analytics, and other vendors or service prodti&&agrar

-

MusYVe and our partners process data to providep egg

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
Podeasts &BhaMs mation on a device. Personalised advdttidmic Edlitor
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development. Correctidns

Transcripts

Contact & Help

ABOUT NPR GET INVOLVED

Dverview Support Public Radio

https://www.npr.org/2025/11/24/g-s1-98612/trump-us-attorney-lindsey-halligan 14/15


https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/sections/business/
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/07/nx-s1-5775907/high-gas-prices-save-money-iran-war
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/news/
https://www.npr.org/sections/culture/
https://www.npr.org/music/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts-and-shows
https://www.npr.org/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/NPR/
https://www.instagram.com/npr/
https://www.npr.org/series/750003/press-room/
https://www.npr.org/sections/publiceditor/
https://www.npr.org/corrections/
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/
https://help.npr.org/contact/s/
https://www.npr.org/about/
https://www.npr.org/support/

4/8/26, 5:24 AM Judge tosses Comey, James cases after finding prosecutor unlawfully appointed : NPR

Diversity Sponsor NPR
NPR Network NPR Careers
Accessibility NPR Shop
Ethics NPR Extra
Finances

erm& 85KFE Consent & Sponsorship Choices

Drivagi and our 483 partners store and access personal data, like
browsing data or unique identifiers, on your device. Selecting

your RIIMAEK ERAMERSs tracking technologies to support the

purposes shown under we and our partners process data to
ext 8pol¥ide. Selecting Reject All or withdrawing your consent will

o zociigar%erthem. If trackers are disabled, some content and ads
you see may not be as relevant to you. You can resurface this
menu to change your choices or withdraw consent at any time
by clicking the Cookie Settings & Opt Out link on the bottom of
the webpage. Your choices will have effect within our Website.

For more details, refer to our Privacy Policy.

By clicking “Accept All,” you agree to the use of cookies, similar
tracking and storage technologies, and information about your
device to enhance your viewing, listening and user experience,
personalize content, personalize messages from NPR’s
sponsors, provide social media features, and analyze NPR’s
traffic. This information is shared with social media,
sponsorship, analytics, and other vendors or service providers.

We and our partners process data to provide:

Actively scan device characteristics for identification. Store
and/or access information on a device. Personalised advertising
and content, advertising and content measurement, audience
research and services development.

https://www.npr.org/2025/11/24/g-s1-98612/trump-us-attorney-lindsey-halligan

15/15


https://www.npr.org/diversity/
https://www.npr.org/network/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/1136563345/accessibility
https://www.npr.org/ethics/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/178660742/public-radio-finances
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/186948703/corporate-sponsorship
https://www.npr.org/careers/
https://shopnpr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/npr-extra/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy#yourchoices
https://text.npr.org/

