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Thousands of federal workers would be easier to fire under
Trump rule change
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Shannon Bond

President Trump speaks in the Oval Office on Friday.

Mandel Ngan/AFP via Getty Images

The Trump administration is moving forward with efforts to make it easier to fire
some federal workers from their jobs, as part of its push to both shrink the federal
government and exert more control over it.
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On Friday the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) proposed a rule
reclassifying tens of thousands of career civil servants as "at-will" employees, the
White House announced in a statement. Removing civil service protections would
make workers easier to fire.

The White House said the proposed rule would address "unaccountable, policy-
determining federal employees who put their own interests ahead of the American
people's."

President Trump and his allies, including billionaire Elon Musk, have said they
want to "dismantle government bureaucracy," which they criticize as a "deep state,"
and root out what Trump has called "rogue bureaucrats." They've claimed, without
presenting evidence, that the government is rife with corrupt employees and non-
existent workers. Trump has long argued that his administration should have
greater flexibility in appointing people who will faithfully carry out his agenda and
firing those who won't.
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"If these government workers refuse to advance the policy interests of the
President, or are engaging in corrupt behavior, they should no longer have a job,"
Trump wrote in a post about the proposed rule on his Truth Social platform on
Friday.

The effort to strip civil service protections from some workers began on Trump's
first day back in office, with an executive order reinstating an order Trump signed
at the end of his first term, in 2020. (That order was rescinded by then-President
Biden days after he took office.) The latest Trump order creates a new category of
political appointees in the federal workforce, originally called Schedule F.

OPM estimates 50,000 positions, or about 2% of federal workers, will be
reclassified under the new rule, which renames Schedule F as Schedule
Policy/Career. According to the White House statement, it would apply to "career
employees with important policy-determining, policy-making, policy-advocating,
or confidential duties." It said once OPM issues its final rule, another executive
order would actually reclassify specific positions as Schedule Policy/Career.

A whistleblower's disclosure details how DOGE may have taken sensitive
labor data
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"This rule empowers federal agencies to swiftly remove employees in policy-
influencing roles for poor performance, misconduct, corruption, or subversion of
Presidential directives, without lengthy procedural hurdles," the White House
statement said.

It added that Schedule Policy/Career jobs "are not required to personally or
politically support the President, but must faithfully implement the law and the
administration's policies." They will continue to be filled by "existing nonpartisan,
merit-based hiring processes," the White House said.

The American Federation of Government Employees has sued the administration
to protect civil service workers, and in a statement Friday its president, Everett
Kelley, said that this latest action "will erode the government's merit-based hiring
system and undermine the professional civil service that Americans rely on."

Friday's proposed rule comes as Trump continues making sweeping changes to the
federal government, shuttering some agencies and moving ahead with mass
firings.

Trump has also ousted other government employees he sees as insufficiently
loyal, including firing more than a dozen Justice Department officials who worked
on federal criminal investigations into him.
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Appeals court clears the way for Trump to fire probationary federal
workers once again
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Together, we chart the course.
You count on public media for stories that help you understand your world —
voices that bring us closer together.

People like you power public media. You make it possible for the NPR
Network to share our journalism with you and millions of other people,
regardless of their ability to pay.

You are the “public” in public media. Can we count on you to support this
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This form of mental exercise may cut dementia risk for decades

U.S. and Iran agree to 2-week ceasefire, suspending Trump's threat to annihilate Iran
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Trump shared a racist "joke." That humor is an American tradition : Code Switch
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NASA's Artemis II crew are quite the photographers. See what they've snapped so far
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ICE acknowledges it is using powerful spyware
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MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

U.S. and Iran agree to 2-week ceasefire, suspending Trump's threat to annihilate Iran
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SPACE

The Artemis II crew saw parts of the moon never seen before. Here's what they said
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Photos: NASA releases first images from moon flyby
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Australia charges ex‑soldier with 5 war‑crime murders in Afghanistan
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MUSIC

U.K. issues Ye travel ban over antisemitism, leading to festival cancellation
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Now cancer-free, 'Roastmaster' comic Jeff Ross still finds humor in loss

SPACE

Astronauts suggest naming a moon crater 'Carroll' after their commander's late wife
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Drive slower, go electric, don't drive at all? Americans weigh options for saving gas

ECONOMY

Beer cans, helium balloons and mortgages: An unexpected mix of things affected by
war
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Taiwan's opposition leader arrives in China for a 'Journey of Peace'
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