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FDA, USDA, CDC Continue to Lose Staffers in Fiscal
Year 2026

By Bailee Henderson

&

February 12, 2026 c °

New data from the U.S. Office of Personnel Management (OPM) shows the most recent and anagplpéar

picture of staff losses at federal agencies responsible for food safety and public health. The A5 Surrent

through December 2025.
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e The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) lost 19,984 staffers in Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 and
another 2,269 so far in FY 2026. The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) was reduced by 874
and 39 personnel in FY's 2025 and 2026, respectively; the Agricultural Research Service (ARS) by
1,932 and 73, respectively; and the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) by 2,017 and
15, respectively. Notably, USDA’s workforce has decreased in size more than any other federal agency
since 2015, with net losses of more than 17,400 staffers (the vast majority of these losses occurring in
2025-2026).
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