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ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE — Rsgsidant Donald Trump sdid Saturday he'd like to
see Jordan, Egypt and othe i increase the nyumber of Palestinian
refugees they are accepting frasedgreawazal Strip — potentially moving out enough
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of the population to "just clean out" the war-torn area to create a virtual clean

slate.

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

Hamas releases 4 more hostages as part of ceasefire agreement with Israel

During a 20-minute question-and-answer session with reporters aboard Air Force

One on Saturday, Trump also said hes ended his predecessor's hold on sending
2,000-pound bombs to Israel. That lifts a pressure point| that had been meant to
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rump has built his political career around being unapolpgetically pro-Israel. On
nis larger vision for Gaza, Trump said he had call earlier|in the day with King
Abdullah II of Jordan and would speak Sunday with Presjdent Abdel Fattah el-Sissi

pf Egypt.

'I'd like Egypt to take people, Trump said. "You're talking about probably a million

and a half people_and we just clean out that whole thing and say, 'You know, it's
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over."

Trump said he complimented Jordan for having successfully accepted Palestinian
refugees and that he told the king, "I'd love for you to take on more, cause I'm
looking at the whole Gaza Strip right now, and it's a mess. It's a real mess."

Such a drastic displacement of people would openly contradict Palestinian
identity and deep connection to Gaza. Still, Trump said the part of the world that
encompasses Gaza, has "had many, many conflicts" over centuries. He said

resettling "could be temporary or long term.
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The new president added then, "Gaza is interesting. It's a phenomenal location, on
the sea. The best weather, you know, everything is good. It's like, some beautiful
things could be done with it, but it's very interesting."

His resuming delivery of large bombs, meanwhile, is a break with then-President
Joe Biden, who halted their delivery in May as part of an effort to keep Israel from
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CDC says threat of widespread outbreak of hantavirus remains low
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