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F liteesgrivb poid kesviseodeirtgarertaching settlements, starting with the University of
Penh§S RIAAANS Frdse et RETEdstioeyetdP i July. Harvard University was a notable
pxception;-challenging-the,administration's actions in court. In September, a
FederalMamas PrttjIef S aryard's favor that the government illegally froze more than
52 billion in federal grants-and-contracts;a decision the government is appealing.
Despite Harvard's victory,| morBei®®d¥ls agreed to deals.

Some universities paid the goweespaant millions of dollars; others paid nothing but
ngreed to policy or personnet chianges. But a common theme has emerged over the
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past year: The administration is seeking to alter the culture at these powerful

institutions, barring them, for instance, from supporting programs aimed at

diversity, equity and inclusion.
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University settlements with the Trump administration in 2025
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SETTLEMENT DATE

AMOUNT OF
FEDERAL
FUNDING

WITHHELD

DETAILS
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$1.3B

$790M

$250M

$510M

$175M

Columbia agreed to
pay $200 million over
three years and $21
million to settle an
inquiry into
harassment related
to the university’s
Jewish employees.

Northwestern will
pay the money over
three years. It also
agreed to terminate
a 2024 pact with
demonstrators
against Israel's war in
Gaza.

Half the money goes
to the government,
and half to pay for
agricultural research.
It's far short of the
$100 million
previously reported.

Brown agreed to pay
$50 million over 10
years to local
workforce
development
organizations.

The University of
Pennsylvania agreed
to revise records
related to a
transgender
swimmer’s results
and its policies on
transgender athletes.

The school received
more than $400
million in federal
research funds in
2024. UVA’s then-
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University of Virginia $0 Oct. 22 N/A  Frestaentuim kyan
resigned in late

summer, saying the
federal government
threatened to gut
funding if he
remained.

Source: White House, EEOC, brown.edu, columbia.edu, senate.gov, The American Presidency Project

Credit: Bill Chappell, Tinbete Ermyas, Maureen Pao and Rahul Mukherjee/NPR

What is the administration's goal? And can it do that?
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'Whatdafindnatsdking andishistutbing about what's happened here,' says Thomas
Berry, the director of constitutional studies at the libertgarian Cato Institute, "is
rhat the federal government started by simply pausing all of this funding" without

proving its allegations.

Berry says that Cato doesn't love the idea of private universities being dependent
bn federal funds. But he also says the government shouldn't use that relationship
0 meddle in how schools would normally operate.
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'he government has formal processes to enforce civil rights statutes and court
rulings, but Berry says the Trump administration isn't usjng those tools. Instead,
ne says, the administration seems to be channeling Trump's history of filing
awsuits to accomplish his business and personal goals.

"Trump has such a long history as a private citizen of sujng individual people or
ndividual entities and dealing with them one at a time,' he says. "But it's

concerning when it's from the federal government "
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Paramount agrees to pay $16 million to settle Trump's CBS lawsuit

The American Association of University Professors has sued the Trump
administration in several venues over its withholding of funds and grants. Its
president, Wolfson, is blunt in characterizing the settlements.
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» Policy changes that Northwestern agreed to included terminating the
Deering Meadow Agreement, a 2024 pact with demonstrators under which
the university had, among other things, provided temporary space for two
Middle Eastern and Muslim student groups.
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= UVA isn't required to pay a fine or set up an external monitor of its
practices. The school affirmed it will follow civil rights laws, and it also
agreed to adopt Bondi's guidance on what constitutes discrimination.

Brown University:

= On July 30, Brown University agreed to pay $50 million over 10 years to local
workforce development organizations. The deal emerged after the White
House said it would freeze $510 million of federal funding due to allegations

of antisemitism on Brown's campus and the schoolls diversity, equity and

inclusion work.
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