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WASHINGTON — The State Deppidiaant on Tuesday reinstated the "foreign
rerrorist organization" desigmation for Yemen's Iran-backed Houthi group, fulfilling
an order announced by Presidgaéeproneld Trump shortly after he took office.
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Secretary of State Marco Rubio announced the department had restored the

designation, which carries with it sanctions and penalties for anyone providing

"material support" for the group.

"Since 2023, the Houthis have launched hundreds of attacks against commercial
vessels in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, as well as U.S. service members

defending freedom of navigation and our regional partners, Rubio said in a
statement. "Most recently, the Houthis spared Chinese-flagged ships while

targeting American and allied vessels."
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to Yemen, which was considered to be facing one of the world's worst
humanitarian crises.
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-, State Department Condemns Group It Removed From Terrorist List

Rubio suggested in his statement that such a concern was not an issue anymore,

saying that the U.S. would no tonger tolerate any country engaging with terrorist
prganizations like the Houthis in the name of practicing legitimate international
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C'he rebels in recent months have detained dozens of U.N. staffers, as well as

people associated with aid groups, civil society and the pnce-open U.S. Embassy
n Sanaa, Yemen's capital. None of the U.N. staffers has een released.
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The Houthis have been fighting Yemen's internationally recognized government,
which is backed by a Saudi-led coalition, since 2014, when they descended from
their stronghold in Saada and took control of Sanaa and most of the north.

The Saudi-ted coalition entered the war im March 2015, hacked at the time by the

J.S., in an effort to restore the internationally recognized government to power.
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