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The United States government has begun construction of a multibillion-dollar detention
camp system in the newest phase of Stephen Miller’s mass deportation strategy. The
Department of Homeland Security has purchased two megawarehouses to be converted
into 8,000-to-10,000-bed detention centers, with reported plans to buy and convert more
than a dozen other warehouses for “processing” masses of new detainees. On this week’s
Amicus podcast, Dahlia Lithwick discussed, with journalist Andrea Pitzer, the clear and
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chilling picture of what the Trump administration is building. Pitzer is the author of several
books, including One Long Night: A Global History of Concentration Camps, and her most
recent newsletter post is “Building the Camps: The Warehouseification of Detention and
Initial Thoughts on Stopping It.” The following conversation has been edited and condensed
for clarity.

Dahlia Lithwick: What is being built? At what speed is it being built? At what cost is it
being built? How is it that we’re at the place where the language that you use in your
post, concentration camps, actually is not just apt but has become fairly obvious?
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