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4/8/26, 5:40 AM Deaths in ICE custody already surpass last year’s total : NPR
More people have died in Immigration and Customs Enforcement custody since
October — 23 — than died in the whole prior fiscal year.

The most recent death was of a 56-year-old Haitian man held at an immigration
detention center in Arizona. He died in a hospital after going into septic shock.

The increase in deaths comes as nearly 70,000 people are in ICE detention, the
highest number in several years.

ormeragency officitats and-immigratiomadvocates raveywarned that detaining
more people — coupled with reduced oversight — will in¢rease the likelihood of
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'The abhorrent and worsening conditions in detention centers, gross negligence,
and a complete lack of oversight have contributed to yet|another grim record for
deaths in ICE custody,' said Jennifer Ibafiez Whitlock, senior policy counsel at the
National Immigration Law Center, an immigrant rights defense organization.

'As a country, we cannot accept that death in federal custody is an acceptable or

nevitable outcome of American immigration policy."
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23 people have died in ICE custody so far this fiscal year
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In January, detainees had confirmed cases of measles at

Deaths in ICE custody already surpass last year’s total : NPR

the Florence Detention

Center in Arizona and at the Dilley Immigration Processing Center in Texas, which
houses families. Another outbreak was reported this month at Camp East

Montana, a facility in Texas that has also separately had
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In general, the agency says detainees receive a full health assessment within 14
days of entering ICE custody or arriving at a facility, as well as getting access to
medical appointments and 24-hour emergency care.

"ICE is actively recruiting healthcare professionals, including doctors, nurses,
psychiatrists, pharmacists, and health administrators, to support the expanded
detention capacity enabled by the historic funding provided under President
Trump's One Big Beautiful Bill,' a DHS spokesperson said in a statement, but
declined to provide an update on the recruitment efforts.

Still, medical professionals who were assigned to work in immigration detention
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Recent incidents include "medical distress," struggles with officers

Medical conditions surrounding deaths over the last few

months have included

heart-related issues and drug withdrawals, while others had unknown causes.

Each preliminary death report from DHS includes a synopsis of the detainees'

immigration and criminal histories, as well as the events
death.
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One man, Fouad Saeed Abdulkadir, had been in immigration custody for 215 days

and was awaiting an immigration court hearing when he
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"It is unacceptable that record numbers of people are dying in ICE custody,'

Judiciary Committee members wrote in February. "Each death in ICE custody is a

tragedy and, based on the evidence available from agency records, 911 calls, and

medical experts, many could have been prevented if not

decisions."
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DHS also said it seeks to make sure staff are trained properly in identifying
mental health concerns and preventing suicides.

It said the DHS division responsible for the bulk of detentions and deportations,
known as Enforcement and Removal Operations, or ERO, "holds regular town hall
and recall meetings where ERO discusses the importance of mental health
awareness and equips the team with the tools to recognize and respond
appropriately,’ according to the response sent to Georgia's Democratic Sens. Jon
Ossoff and Raphael Warnock.
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